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WATER YEARBOOK: Central Asia and Around the Globe

Preface

The 2018 edition of the Water Yearbook: Central Asia and Around the Globe
continues providing a summary of key developments and events of the year. The
structure of the second edition has remained the same but some of 16 sections
have been changed based on the feedbackreceived. There are hopes to include
more pieces of analytics in future editions. We counts on our international partners
andregional experts to help with this.

The year 2018 was full of events in the region and all over the world. After a
nearly ten-year break, the Summit of the Heads of IFAS Founder-State was held on
the 24" of August in Turkmenbashi, Turkmenistan. The Presidents have addressed
important environmental, water and socio-economic issues in the Aral Sea Basin
("Xl Summit of the Heads of IFAS Founder-State”).

The May’s dust and salf storm, one of the worst in the region’s history, has faken a huge amount of
dust and salt from the dried ground, including from the dried bed of the Aral Seq, to the air and once
againreminded us on a need forincreased efforts to mitigate the Aral Sea catastrophe (“Dust and Salt
Storm”). The information about quite complicated water management situation due to low-water
conditions in 2018 and the country actions in response, as well as other key developments can be
found in “Water Management Situation in the Aral Sea Basin” and “Key Water Developments in the
Countries of Central Asia”. One may note here the formation of the Ministry of Water Management in
Uzbekistan in 2018 as renewed recognition of the importance of sustainable water resources
management in the country (see “Uzbekistan”). The activity of regional organizations in 2018 is
presentedin “IFAS and oftherregional organizationsin Central Asia™.

As part of bilateral cooperation between the statesin the region (see “Bilateral Water Cooperation
between the Statesin Central Asia”), particular attention can be paid to the state visits of the President
of Uzbekistan to Tajikistan (March 9-10), the President of Tajikistan to Uzbekistan (17-18 August) and the
President of Kyrgyzstan to Turkmenistan (August 23). Those high-level visits have got many urgent
matters and specifically thatrelated to betterwater use off the ground.

Cooperation of the CA countries with the United Nations was also intensive and fruitful in 2018. The
countries initiated four UN General Assembly resolutions on regional cooperation, water and
environment (see “General Assembly”). The International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable
Development, 2018-2028" as initiated by Tajikistan was started in March 22, 2018. Kazakhstan
successfully completed its presidency in the UN Security Council (“Security Council”) and held the
Eighth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the UNECE Water Convention on 10-12 Octoberin Astana
(see "Economic Commission for Europe”). Uzbekistan launched the UN Multi-Partner Human Security
Trust Fund for the Aral Sea Region on the 27" of November (“UN Development Program”).

The Yearbook also covers activities of international water organizations and initiatives (in similarly-
named section) and of development partners in Central Asia (“Activity of International Partners in
Central Asia™).

Section “Water Education” provides a summary of activities undertaken by higher education
institutions, professional development centers and trainings over 2018. Here, fragmentation of the
organized tfrainings and lack of structured information and access to learning materials are still very
topical.

Section “Science and Innovations” was updated with a new subsection - “Online Information
Products and Services” —about new databases, knowledge bases and information portals.

The information on all continents and major river basins can be found in “Key Water Developments
inthe World".

“Thematic Reviews” summarize major facts, events and reports on climate change (“Climate
Change”) and sustainable development goals (“Sustainable Development Goals: Tracking the
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Progress”). The progress towards SDG 6 (“Progress towards SDG 6 on Water”) and SDG 15 in part of
restoration of forests and combatting desertification (“Focus on SDG 15: Restoring Forests and
Combating Desertification”) were brought into focus. In 2018, the countries of Central Asia and the
Caucasus joined the global initiative on restoration of degraded and deforested land (the Bonn
Challenge) and Uzbekistan increased its afforestation efforts on the dried bed of the Aral Sea.
Particular attention is paid to one of major events of the past year — the signature of the Convention on
the Legal Status of the Caspian Sea during the Fifth Caspian Summit, which was held on the 12" of
Augustin Aktau (“Caspian Sea: Special Legal Status”).

As in the previous edition, the 2018 Water Yearbook is finalized by the list of key publications, risks
2019 and the calendar of events for2019.

In concluding, the authors would like to thank all individuals and organizations that contributed to
this second editioninresponse to ourrequest forinformation.

Professor Viktor A. Dukhovniy

May 2019






Section 1

2018 Calendar
of Events




January

16-18 January - 9" International Micro Irrigation Conference, Aurangabad, India

24-25 January — Cenfral Asia Climate Change Conference "Building path fowards
sustainable regional adaptation”, Almaty, Kazakhstan

30 January - Seventeenth Steering Committee Meeting of the National Policy Dialogue on
Integrated Water Resources Management in Kyrgyzstan

6-7 February — Global workshop “Moving Forward Transboundary Water Cooperation:
Building on its Benefits”, Geneva, Switzerland

6-7 February - 7" meeting of the EU-CA Working Group on Environment and Climate Change,
Brussels, Belgium

12-15 February - Intfernational Conference on Snow Hydrology, Heidelberg, Germany

14-15 February — Central Asian Civil Society Forum in preparation for the 8th World Water
Forum, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

21 February — Seminar briefing of the forthcoming 2™ Central Asian International
Environmental Forum on “Strengthening cooperation in the field of environment and
sustainable development and in Central Asia”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

26 February — Fourth meeting of the Working Group on preparation and holding of the 2™
Central Asian International Environmental Forum on “Strengthening cooperation in the field of
environment and sustainable development and in Central Asia”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

27 February — Uzbek-Finnish Business Forum “Development of Business Relatfions between
Finland and Uzbekistan”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

1-2 March - Regional Forum on Sustainable Development for the UNECE Region, Geneva,
Switzerland

7 March — Joint Meeting of the Implementation Committee under the UNECE Water Convention
and the Compliance Committee under the Protocol on Water and Health, Geneva, Switzerland

8-9 March - Ninth meeting of the Implementation Committee under the UNECE Water
Convention, Geneva, Switzerland

14 March - International Day of Action for Rivers

15 March - First Consultation Meeting of the Heads of States of Central Asia, Astana,
Kazakhstan

17 March - Extraordinary General Assembly of the World Water Council, Brazil

18-23 March — 8" World Water Forum, Brasilia, Brozil
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19-20 March - 2™ International Conference on Natural Hazards and Disaster Management,
Bali, Indonesia

22 March - World Water Day

22 March - High-level Event to Launch the International Decade for Action, “*Water for
Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028, New York, USA

24-25 March - Infernational Scientific and Practical Conference “Water for Sustainable
Development of Central Asia” devoted to the launching of the International Decade for
Action “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

26 March — Aral Sea Day

26-27 March - International High-Level Conference on Afghanistan: Peace Process, Security
Cooperation and Regional Connectivity, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

4-6 April - Aimaty Regional Energy Security Conference, Almaty, Kazakhstan

15 April — International conference "A drop of water - a grain of gold"”, Ashgabat,
Turkmenistan

18-19 April - Regional Meeting on Sharing Knowledge on National Policy Dialogue on IWRM
and Transboundary Cooperation in Central Asia, Almaty, Kazakhstan

24-25 April - Regional Consultation Workshop “Towards the Strategic Guidance on Climate
Change and Adaptation in the Cenftral Asian Mountains”, Almaty, Kazakhstan

25-26 April - Meeting of the Advisory Group of Experts on Transboundary Water Diplomacy,
Paris, France

30 April - 10 May - Bonn Climate Change Conference, Bonn, Germany

May

2-4 May - 8" ICID Asian Regional Conference, Katmandu, Nepal

7-9 May - WMO Global Conference “Prosperity through Hydrological Services”, Geneva,
Switzerland

©® 9-10 May - Coordination Meeting of The Executive Committee of IFAS with International
Partners on Development of Programs related to Solving the Problems of the Aral Sea Basin,
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan

©® 10-11 May - Subregional Workshop “Research for climate change policies: Migration,
remittances and climate resilience in Tajikistan”, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

© 14 May - Infernational Conference “Uzbekistan and China: prospects for joint implementation
of the “One Belt, One Road" initiative”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan
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‘ 15 May - Round table on best practices in the field of impact of legal regulation, sanctions
and ofher issues related to water legislation under the "National Framework Convention on
Water Management and Integrated Water Resources Management” of the EU program
"Sustainable Management of Water Resources in Rural Areas in Uzbekistan", Tashkent,
Uzbekistan

® 16-17 May - First Meeting of the Regional Working Group on the Development of a New
Action Program to Assist the Countries of the Aral Sea Basin and the Improvement of Legal
Framework of IFAS, Ashgabat, Turkmenistan

® 17-18 May - Astana Economic Forum (Global Challenges Summit). High-level panel session
“"Water and peace. How to Promote Transboundary Water Cooperatione ”, Astana, Kazakhstan

I 22 May - Infernational Day of Biological Diversity

22-23 May - International Scientific and Practical Conference “Improving efficiency, reliability
and security of hydraulic facilities”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

® 28 May - Knowledge Fair “EcovsEgo” as part of the celebration of the 10" anniversary of
successful work of the GEF Small Grants Program in Uzbekistan, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

® 28-30 May - Joint Meeting of Working Groups on IWRM and on Monitoring and Assessment
under the UNECE Water Convention, Geneva, Switzerland

® 30-31 May - Regional Meeting on Dam Safety Cooperation in Central Asia, Almaty,
Kazakhstan

June

© 5 June - World Environment Day

© 5-8 June - Central Asian International Environmental Forum *“Strengthening cooperation on
environment and sustainable development in Central Asia”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

© 7-8 June - International Conference *“Joint efforts to mitigate consequences of the Aral Sea
catastrophe: new approaches, innovative solutions, investments”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

© 7-8 June - 8" meeting of the EU-CA Working Group on Environment and Climate Change,
Tashkent, Uzbekistan

©® 20-22 June - International High-Level Conference on the International Decade for Action
“Water for Sustainable Development” 2018-2028, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

©® 21-22 June - Ministerial Roundtable on Forest Landscape Restoration and the Bonn Challenge
in the Caucasus and Central Asia, Astana, Kazakhstan

© 24 June-7July - Training on Climate Modelling, Almaty, Kazakhstan

© 25-26 June - Regional hands-on training on equitable access to water and sanitation,
Geneva, Switzerland
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July

I 9-18 July — High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, New York, USA

12-13 July — Regional meeting on strengthening intersectoral collaboration on water
resources management, Almaty, Kazakhstan

@ 23 July - Round table “Actual problems of the transboundary Ural River Basin. Possible
solutions. Best practices of fransboundary basin ecosystems management”, Uralsk,
Kazakhstan

August

1 August — Earth Overshoot Day
12 August — Caspian Sea Day
12 August — 5" Summit of Heads of the Caspian Littoral States, Aktau, Kazakhstan

12-17 August - ICID 69" IEC Meeting and International Conference, Saskatoon
Saskatchewan, Canada

22 August - 74" Meeting of ICWC, Turkmenbashi, Turkmenistan

22 August - ICSD Working Meeting, Turkmenbashi, Turkmenistan

23 August - IFAS Board Meeting, Turkmenbashi, Turkmenistan

24 August - Summit of Heads of the Founder States of IFAS, Turkmenbashi, Turkmenistan
24-25 August — 29" UN-Water Meeting, Stockholm, Sweden

26-31 August — 28" World Water Week “Water, Ecosystems, and Human Development”,
Stockholm, Sweden

® 29-30 August — Global Landscape Forum, Nairobi, Kenya

3-4 September — North and Central Asia Forum on Implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals, Tbilisi, Georgia

4-9 September - Bangkok Climate Change Conference, Bangkok, Thailand
16-21 September — IWA World Water Congress & Exhibition, Tokio, Japan

18-22 September - 9" Central Asian Leadership Program (CALP) on Environment for
Sustainable Development, Alimaty, Kazakhstan

18 September — Water Monitoring Day

19 September - Intfernational Round Table “Uzbekistan and Germany: Cooperation in the
Field of Security and Sustainable Development in Central Asia”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan
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26-27 September - International Seminar “Assessment and Risk Management of Water
Resources in the Basins of Transboundary Rivers of Central Asia” dedicated to the
International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028, Dushanbe,
Tajikistan

28 September - First International Conference “Caspian Sea in the 21* Century: Cooperation
and Security”, Astana, Kazakhstan

October

2-4 October — Asia Water Forum 2018: Information, Innovation, and Technology, Manila,
Philippines

3-6 October — Global Conference on Water Security for Agriculture and Natural Resources,
Hyderabad, India

9 October — Round table with representatives of international organizations, managers and
employees of the Ministries and Agencies of the Republic of Uzbekistan on establishment of
the Saline Soils Center in Prearalie, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

9-11 October - International Symposium on Water and Land Resources in Central Asia under
the CAWa project, Almaty, Kazakhstan

9-11 October - Eighth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the UNECE Water Convention,
Astana, Kazakhstan

12 October - International Conference “Influence of Natural Global Changes and
Technological Conditions on Hydrogeological, Engineering, Geological and Geoecological
Processes: Analysis of Results and Forecasting of Development”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

15-19 October - International Forum on “Innovative approaches to achieve sustainable
management and social stability in the Aral Sea Basin” combined with the regional training
on “Diversification and modeling of crops and ensuring food security based on climate
change in Central Asia”, Samarkand, Uzbekistan

17-19 October — 10" International Soil Science Congress on “Environment and Soil Resources
Conservation”, Almaty, Kazakhstan

17-19 October - 6" Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum, Fukushima, Japan
17-20 October — 146" European "EUROPE-INBO 2018" Conference, Seville, Spain

23-26 October — World Mountain Forum 2018, "Mountains in a Changing World: Strengthening
Partnerships and Pathways towards a Thriving Mountain Future", Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

29-30 October — Meeting of the Central Asian Expert Forum, Tashkent, Samarkand, Uzbekistan

30 October-1 November — Conference “Social science knowledge and sustainable
agricultural development along the Silk Road”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

November

6-7 November — Conference of the EECCA NWO "Water for Land Reclamation, Economic
Sectors and Natural Environment in the context of Climate Change”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan
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6-8 November — 15" Session of the Climate Forum on the seasonal forecasts of the CIS
countries (NEACC-15), Moscow, Russia

7-22 November - 14" Meeting of the Conference of the Parties on the Convention on
Biological Diversity; Ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of
the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety; Third meeting of the Conference of the
Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-
sharing, Sharm EI-Sheikh, Egypt

21 November - International Round Table “Environmental Challenges in the Region of Central
Asia at the Present Stage and in the Future: the Search for Joint Solutions”, Tashkent,
Uzbekistan

22-23 November - Seminar on Water Cooperation and Second Technical Dialogue “Water
Diplomacy in Central Asia™, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

26 November - First Small Basin Councils Forum of Central Asia and Afghanistan, Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan

30 November — Uzbekistan — South Korea workshop on “Uzbekistan — South Korea: vision of the
future”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

30 November — Regular meeting of the Public Council *On the application of infernational
criteria and approaches to the conservation of biodiversity species and territories under the
obligations of Uzbekistan on the implementation of the Conventions, Agreements and
Memoranda”, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

December

3-14 December - 24" Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (COP24), Katowice, Poland

4-5 December - Sanitation Workshop under the Protocol on Water and Health, Geneva,
Switzerland

4-6 December - Tenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the
Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents, Geneva, Switzerland

6-7 December — Water Diplomacy: Workshop on Experience Exchange, Almaty, Kazakhstan

14 December — Round Table “Prospects for Water Management Development in Uzbekistan”,
Tashkent, Uzbekistan

20 December - International Scientific and Practical Conference “Water Security in Central
Asia: Problems and Solutions”, Taraz, Kazakhstan
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https://www.cbd.int/meetings/NP-MOP-03
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/NP-MOP-03

Major Events in Central Asian Countries

More detailed information on major events held in Central Asian countriesin 2018 s provided below.

Central Asia Climate Change Conference “Building Path Towards
Sustainable Regional Adaptation”, 24-25 January, Almaty

The Central Asia Climate Change Conference “Building path towards

Lo

CENTRAL ASIA k CLIMATE CHANGE

It brought fogether more than 250 representati-
ves from governmental and non-governmental
agencies, academia, development partners,
multilateral development banks, civil society
and business companies that work in the area of
climate change adaptation in the region and
beyond.

The Conference was composed of five
sessions: (i) POLICY: Global Climate Regime -
implications for Central Asia; (i) SCIENCE: how
climate change affects Central Asia; (i) BEST
PRACTICES AND TECHNOLOGIES: Global chal-
lenges — local actions; (iv) FINANCE: global
funding sources and local mechanisms of
climate investments; and (v) INFORMATION
SERVICES: communication and specificity of
climate-relatedinformation delivery.

The agenda also included parallel thematic
sessions: Sustainable economic developmentin
the context of climate change —recommenda-
tions from current global and regional initiatives;
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sustainable regional adaptation” was organized by CAREC with the
parficipation of IFAS and the World Bank under the framework of the Climate
Adaptation and Mitigation Program for Aral Sea Basin (CAMP4ASB).

The Conference aimed aft fostering regional dialogue, knowledge and
information exchange on adaptation to climate change, exploring
opportunities for joint actions between international, regional and nationall
stakeholders, and building a common vision fowards climate resilient future.

Gender, youth and civil society; Innovative
approaches to climate change adaptation
and mitigationin Central Asia.

In addition, the regional photo contest "50
images of climate change" winners have been
awarded at the conference framework.

The contest has been held in the following
categories: (i) The role of woman in the
sustainable use of naturalresourcesin changing
climate conditions; (i) The climate change
effects on the state of glaciers and water
resources in Cenfral Asia; (i) The climate
change impact on the welfare of the rural
populationin Central Asia.

Based on the results of the Conference, key
messages were formulated and formed the
basis for the thematic concept and program of
the upcoming CACCC 2019.



http://ca-climate.org/eng/events/conference/2018/
http://climate.carececo.org/eng/projects/climate-adaptation-and-mitigation-program-for-aral-sea-basin-camp4asb/
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Second Central Asian International Environmental Forum “Strengthening
Cooperation on Environment and Sustainable Development
in Central Asia”, June 5-8, Tashkent

)\'-"( CENTRAL ASIAN
o INTERNATIONAL
“N\/* ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM

The Second Central Asian International
Environmental Forum “Strengthening Coope-
ration on Environment and Sustainable Deve-
lopment in Cenfral Asia” was jointly organized
by the State Committee of the Republic of
Uzbekistan for Ecology and CAREC, and was
supported by the Government of the Republic
of Uzbekistan and a number of international
organizations such as UNDP, USAID, WB, EU, and
OSCE.

The aim of the forum was to confribute to
strengthening the dialogue between the
government agencies, academia, the interna-
tional community for development, civil society
and business structures in Central Asia on
environmental issues and the formation of joint
solutions for sustainable development of the
region.

The forum has brought together around 400
participants, including representatives of more
than 50 international and regional organizo-
fions, academia, civil society, business structu-
res, as well asleading experts and analystsin the
field of environmental protection and sus-
tainable development, representatives of
environmental and water authorities of Central
Asian countries, Afghanistan and a number of
European countries.

The forum was organized in the format of
plenary and thematic sessions, in the following
thematic areas: (i) Biodiversity conservation
and the development of a network of
protected natural areas; (ii) Integrated
management of solid domestic wastes; ({iii)
Renewable energy sources and energy
efficiency; (iv) Regional water cooperation in
Central Asia.

The statements were presented in the
context of the following aspects: legal and
institutional framework, research activities, best
practices and development of public-private
partnerships.

The Special Session on Regional Water
Cooperation was held together with the
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conference '"Joint actions to

international
mitigate the consequences of the Aral

catastrophe: new approaches, innovative
solutions, investments”. The session covered
mechanisms for ensuring sustainable financing
for infrastructure, capacity development atf the
regional and national levels, cooperation with
the private sector, strengthening integrated
and tfransboundary water management and
improving food security through sustainable use
of water resources. During the session, an
opening ceremony of the first Central Asian
CAREC-TIAME Innovations and Scientific

Research Clusterwas held.

The forum was accompanied by the
Specialized Exhibition “Green Ecology Techno-
logies Central Asia — GETCA-2018". It brought
together 38 manufacturers and developers in
the field of green technologies from Armenia,
Hungary, Germany, ltaly, China, the Republic of
Korea, Russia, Uzbekistan, France, the Czech
Republic, Latvia and Switzerland, as well as
local companies dealing with issues of sorting,
recycling of solid household waste, deve-
lopment of renewable energy sources. Visitors
got acquainted with innovative solutions in the
field of energy efficiency and energy saving,
utilization and processing of production and
consumption waste. A Business Forum on Clean
Technologies was held alongside the Exhibition,
where investors had the opportunity to meet
with the exhibitors and establish contacts.

CAIEF-2018 featured 7 parallel events: (i)
Regional meeting “Intersectoral investments to
foster water, energy and food security”; ({ii)
Special Meeting “Partnership for Sustainable



https://carececo.org/en/main/activity/forum/
https://carececo.org/en/main/activity/forum/
https://carececo.org/news/CAIEF-2018_report_eng.pdf
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAIEF2018-2/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAIEF2018-2/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAIEF2018-2/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAIEF2018-3/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAIEF2018-3/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAIEF2018-3/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAIEF2018-3/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAIEF2018-cluster-opening/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAIEF2018-cluster-opening/
https://www.uzdaily.uz/en/post/44253
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAIEF2018-Nexus/

WATER YEARBOOK: Central Asia and Around the Globe

Development”; (i) Meeting of the Regional
Steering Committee of Smart Waters project;
(iv) Workshop on Mainstreaming Technology in

Climate Action Plans (CTCN, CAREC); (v)
CAREC Public Advisory Council (PAC) meeting;
(vi) Special session "Youth of Cenfral Asia”; and
(vii) Meeting of the EU-CA Working Group on
environment and climate change.

The key messages of the forum concerned the
set of issues on (i) conservation of biodiversity
and development of protected natural areas;
(i) integrated management of solid domestic
waste; and (i) renewable energy sources and
energy efficiency.

At the end of the Forum, young representati-
ves read out the appeal of the Central Asian
youth for joint environmental actions. The
participants once again supported the idea of
launching the "Environment for Central Asia”
process, which is infended to serve as a tool for
coordination of sustainable development
actionsin the region. The proposal fo launch the
process was supported by the Central Asian
countries within the framework of the First
Central Asian International Environmental
Forum (June 5-7,2017, Ashgabat).

Source: https://carececo.org/news/CAIEF-
2018 report_eng.pdf

International Conference “Joint Actions to Mitigate the Consequences

of the Aral Catastrophe: New Approaches, Innovative Solutions, Investments”,

7-8 June, Tashkent

The International Conference “Joint actions to mitigate the consequences
of the Aral catastrophe: new approaches, innovative solutions, invest-
ments” was held by the Ecological Movement of Uzbekistan, MFA of Uzbe-
kistan, Ministry of Innovative Development of the Republic of Uzbekistan,
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan in partnership with IFAS,
CAREC, representative offices of UNDP, UNESCO, WB, GlzZ, OSCE, JSC
UZVTORCVETMET, Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological
cooperation of the OIS (COMSTECH), and other organizations.

The objectives of the International Conference
were the alignment of practical orientation and
actions of the countries of the region under IFAS
to address the problems in Prearalie; analysis and
evaluation of implemented programs to miti-
gate the consequences of the Aral catastrophe;
determination of ways of cooperation in the
implementation of projects aimed at improving
environmental and socio-economic situation in
the Aral Sea region, and also attraction of
investments for theirimplementation.

The participants included the deputies of
parliaments and heads of ministries and
agencies of the Central Asian countries, experts
of the government and administrative bodies of
the country, national and foreign scientists and
professionals, representatives of IFAS, CAREC,
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GIZ, UN agencies, COMSTECH, Global Water
Partnership, the World Bank and other leading
financial institutions and intfernational organiza-
tions, foreign companies interested in investing
projects to improve environmental situation in
Priaralie, as well as foreign and national NGOs,
business and mediarepresentatives.

The Conference Program included a frip to
Prearalie, 3 plenary sessions, and parallel
sessions.

Activities of IFAS, the new Program of Action
on Aral Sea Basin Problems — ASBP-4, issues
related to deepening of cooperation among
the countries in the region on joint use of trans-
boundary water resources in Central Asia, eco-
nomic and social development of the Aral Sea


https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAREC-CTCN-CAIEF/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/CAREC-CTCN-CAIEF/
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/uzbekistan/46106/node/46106_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/uzbekistan/46106/node/46106_en
https://carececo.org/news/CAIEF-2018_report_eng.pdf
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/v-ashkhabade-startoval-tsentralno-aziatskiy-mezhdunarodnyy-ekologicheskiy-forum/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/v-ashkhabade-startoval-tsentralno-aziatskiy-mezhdunarodnyy-ekologicheskiy-forum/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/v-ashkhabade-startoval-tsentralno-aziatskiy-mezhdunarodnyy-ekologicheskiy-forum/
http://eco.uz/en/bulletin/6522-international-conference-joint-actions-to-mitigate-the-consequences-of-the-aral-catastrophe-new-approaches-innovative-solutions-investments-7-8-june-2018-y

zone and the creatfion of the Mulfi-Partner
Human Security Trust Fund for the Aral Sea
region in Uzbekistan under the auspices of the
United Nations, creation and development of
protec-ted natural areas in Prearalie, activation
of afforestation on the dried bottom of the Aral
Sea, as well as attraction of young specialists to
ecological problems of the Aral Sea were
discussed at the plenary and sectional
meetings.

The main thematic areas of the Conference
included: (i) Practical actions at a new stage
within IFAS — on the way to the IFAS Summit; {ii)
Investments, innovations and technologies to
reduce the negative impact of the Aral Sea
desiccation on the health of population and
environment of the Central Asian region; (iii)
Coordination of afforestation work on the dried
bed of the Aral Sea and in Prearalie; (iv) Regio-
nal water cooperation in Central Asia; (v)
Meeting of the Central Asia and South
Caucasus Consortium of Agricultural universities
for Development; and (vi) Search for new
solutions for ecosystem conservation in
Prearalie.

As part of the Conference, an exhibition was
organized to demonstrate projects, scientific
developments, and results of experimental and
scientific-practical work in the area of agri-
culture, water and forestry, new technologies of
water saving and soil fertility improvement,
models of modern equipment for the water
sector, as well as methodological and scientific
publications.

Main conclusions of the Conference:

i. A Memorandum of Cooperation was
signed between the UNDP Country Office in
Uzbekistan and the State Forestry Committee on
coordination of afforestation activities on the
dried bed of the Aral Sea, as well as a
Memorandum of Cooperation between the
Environmental Movement of Uzbekistan and
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
COMSTEC in the field of environmental protec-
fion.

i. Taking intfo account that the use of
fransboundary water resources should become
an important aspect of water cooperation in
Central Asia in the future, the Conference
supported the initiative on conclusion of inter-
national conventions on rational and equitable
use of waterresourcesin the Amu Darya and Syr
Darya basins developed by UNRCCA.
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ii. The conference approved a package of 20
project proposals aiming to improve environ-
mental and socio-economic situation in Priaralie
and attract investments in the amount of $1 bil-
lion and €12.7 million. These include projects on
sustainable water resource management,
strengthening of technical capacities of water
management organizations, development of
sustainable agriculture, expansion of forest
plantations on the dried seabed, fixation of drift
sands, development of protected natural zones,
establishment of a Human Security Fund for
Prearalie, etc.

iv. At the Conference, the Tashkent resolu-
fion was adopted, as well as a collection of
conference materials was prepared for sending
to the parliaments and governments of Central
Asia and foreign countries, international and
public organizations.

During their frip to the Prearalie zone, the
participants visited Nukus, Muynak and the
"Cemetery of Ships” on the exposed bed of the
Aral Sea and met with local residents and
representatives of state bodies and community
organizations. They also visited the Karakalpao-
kstan State Museum of Arts named after
[.V.Savitsky.



https://carececo.org/news/Tashkent%20resolution.pdf
https://carececo.org/news/Tashkent%20resolution.pdf
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High-level International Conference of the International Decade
for Action “Water for Sustainable Development, 2018-2028",

20-21 June, Dushanbe

The High-level International Conference of the
International Decade for Action “"Water for Sus-
tainable Development, 2018-2028" was organi-
zed at the inifiative of the Government of the
Republic of Tajikistan in cooperation with UN
and anumber of partners.

The main objective of the Conference is to
discuss further steps towards the implementa-
fion of the Action Plan of the International
Decade at the global, regional and national
levels and fo make concrete recommendations
onthe implementation of water-related SDGs.

The Conference gathered representatives
of 120 countries and more than 40 international
and regional organizations. More than 1,500
dignitaries and politicians, scientists and experts
from different regions of the world representing
governments, various UN institutions, internatio-
nal and regional organizations, financial
institutions, academic institutions, civil society
and the private sector discussed the most
pressing waterissues during three days.

The Program included the pre-conference
and side events, plenary sessions, a number of
thematic and inferactive sessions, and an
exhibition.

On 19 June, the following pre-conference
eventswere organized:

Children's Water Forum, which included the
round table with girls and boys "Children's
Voices”, discussion panel on early childhood
development on issues related fto water,
hygiene and sanitation “Best Investments in the
World”, and an exhibition “Youth Innovation
Challenge”.

Women Water Forum: 'Bridging Voices to
Actions', which focused on three areas: (i)
National and international commitments to the
Infernational Decade for Actfion “Water for
Sustainable Development, 2018-2028" and
involvement of women; (i) Capacity-building
measures, integrating knowledge, science and
technology to support women's leadership and
participation; (i) Building partnerships to
achieve SDG6, with a partficular focus on
investinginwomen forwater management.

The Smart Waters: Water and Science for
Sustainable Future event addressed access to
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data, integrity of research, knowledge sharing,
learning process, innovative tools for science
and education, strengthening partnerships in
the academic community. Alongside the
event, an exhibition “Water Technologies and
Education” was organized.

The program of the Water and Climate
Dialogue consisted of sessions of various
formats: official statements, panel sessions, as
well as roundtable discussion, focusing on the
cryosphere, water, hazards, communities,
partnerships in a changing climate, and
addressing SDG.

The results of discussions at the pre-
conference events were presented at the
plenary session of the Conference, and
summarized conclusions were included in the
finalreport.

The opening ceremony of the International
Conference was addressed by the President of
the Republic of Tajikistan H.E. Mr. Emomali
Rahmon, the Under-Secretary-General for
Economic and Social Affairs, H.E. Mr. Liu Zhen-
min, the President of Turkmenistan, H.E. Mr. Gur-
banguli Berdimuhamedov, the President of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, H.E. Mr. Mamnoon
Hussain, the Chief Executfive of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan, H.E. Mr. Abdullah
Abdullah, and a number of other high-level
representatives of Member States and units of
the world organization.

3 plenary sessions and 12 action panels were
held on: Drinking Water and Sanitation;
Integrated Water Resource Management,
Water Efficiency and Productivity; Water
Quality and Ecosystems; Capacity Building
including Improving Knowledge and Educo-
tion; Water-related Communication, Advocacy
and Networking; Water-related Partnerships for
Action; Water, Food, Energy and Environment
Nexus; Climate Change and Disaster Risk
Reduction; Water Sustainability in Cities and


https://wsdconf2018.org/
https://www.unicef.org/wash/3942_23609.html
https://wsdconf2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Concept-and-Agenda_Climate-and-Water-PCE_15-June.pdf
https://wsdconf2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Concept-and-Agenda_Climate-and-Water-PCE_15-June.pdf

Human Settlements; Financing, Investment and
Resilient Infrastructure; Transboundary Coope-
ration and Water Diplomacy; Water for
Vulnerable People, including Refugees and
Migrants.

Within the framework of the Conference, an
international exhibition “Water for Sustainable
Development” was organized. It demonstrated
best practices and scientific achievements in
the field of water resources. International and
regional organizations, national ministries and
departments, public organizations, private
companies, academic andresearchinstitutions
took partin the exhibition.

The Conference produced the Final
Declaration “Promoting Action and Policy
Dialogue”. It stresses the need to manage in an
integrated and sustainable manner water
resources, water, food, energy and environ-
ment nexus, including by promoting the
concept of circular economy and other
relevant solutions. The Declaration prioritizes
water diplomacy and transboundary coopera-
tion in line with the applicable principles of
infernational law by strengthening dialogue,
developing capacity, with the engagement of
women.

It also notes the intention of the Government
of Tajikistan to hold Water Action Decade
Conferences in Dushanbe on a biennial basis

Section 1. 2018 Calendar of Events

and to keep organizing them in an open and
inclusive manner. The theme of the second
Conference on the Decade for Action on Water
will be “Stimulating action on water and
partnership at the local, national, regional and
global levels”. The Secretariat of the First
International Conference is to collect all
proposals and initiatives for action and
partnerships in a document entitled “Call for
Action and Partnership”.

See also Section “International Decade for
Action “"Water for Sustainable Development,

Source: https://wsdconf2018.org

World Mountain Forum 2018 - '"Mountains in a Changing World'.
Strengthening Partnerships and Pathways towards a Thriving Mountain

Future, 23-26 October, Bishkek

MAA%QAMA{

World Mountain Forum 2018

The first major international decision to address
the issue of mountains and mountain regions
was made atf the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED) heldin
June 1992in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Chapter 13 of the main UNCED outcome,
Agenda 21, is dedicated to mountains. The
oufcome document of the UN Conference on
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in 2012, The
Future We Want', also includes specific
references to mountains. SDG 15 addresses the
need to protect, restore and promote
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sustainable use of terrestrial
including mountains.

ecosystems,

The Mountain Partnership was founded by
the Governments of Italy and Switzerland, FAQO,
and UNEP and launched in 2002 at the World
Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD) in
Johannesburg, South Africa.

Under the overall framework of the
Mountain Partnership, the 1" WMF took place in
October 2011 in Switzerland, 2™ —in May 2014 in
Peru, 3“~in October2016in Uganda, and 4" —in
October2018inKyrgyzstan.

WMF 2018 was co-organized by the
University of Central Asia (UCA) and the
government of the Kyrgyz Republic, under the
auspices of the SDC's Sustainable Mountain
Development for Global Change Program.


https://wsdconf2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2018-06-21-Final-Declaration-clean.pdf
https://wsdconf2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2018-06-21-Final-Declaration-clean.pdf
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About 300 participants from 40 countries of the
world attended the Forum, including repre-
sentatives of mountain countries of Europe,
Latin and North America, Africa, Asia and the
Pacific and Central Asia.

With the overall objective of advancing the
sustainable mountain development (SMD)
agenda, discussions over the three days were
organized around plenary sessions, parallel
thematic tracks, poster presentations and
featured focus events.

The overall goal of WMF 2018 is to develop
together a scenario for a thriving mountain
future and to sketch out some pathways
towardsit.

More specifically, the WMF 2018 aims to
build and strengthen partnerships beyond
traditional alliances for advancing the SMD
agenda; develop and prioritize strategic and
innovative pathways towards a more sus-
tainable mountain future; position and referen-
ce the SMD agenda in regional and global
debates (e.g. SDG, Paris Accord); explore
investment opportunities and challenges for
mountain areas; collect and share best
practfices and innovation solutions, both
regionally and globally, and fo strengthen
initiatives to form and develop reliable regional
mountain alliances.

The Forum is structured around four core
thematicissues:

T-1: Climate Change Affecting Water and
Energy in Mountain Areas

T-2: Poverty, Food Systems and Agrobio-
diversity

T-3: Resilience and Transformation in
Mountain Communities and Ecosystems

T-4: Investing in Mountains — Securing the
Future

The thematic discussions on the first two days
addressed three overarching topics: current
frends and dynamics; pathways towards a
sustainable mountain future; and partnerships
and alliances to advance SMD. On the final
day, participants reviewed and consolidated
messages for inclusion in the conference
outcome document titled 'A Call for Mountains,'
and convened in sessions exploring innovative
partnerships and best practices in mobilization
and financing for SMD.
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The Forum was preceded by the Youth
Mountain Forum, held on 22 October 2018 by
the University of Central Asia and UNICEF in
Kyrgyzstan, that brought together students and
young professionals interested in climate
change and SMD to serve as Youth Ambas-
sadors during WMF 2018.

The same day, a two-day Mountain EXPO
waslaunched at the Kyrgyz National Museum of
Fine Arts. It was organized by the University of
Central Asia with the support of UNDP in
Kyrgyzstan. The exhibition provided a platform
for sharing experience and demonstration of
best mountain development practices in a
“knowledge fair” format. The Mountain EXPO
also presented two photo shows: “The Hima-
layas on Lokta Paper” by Jake Norton,
Mountain Partnership Goodwill Ambassador,
and “The Agony of a Glacier”, the “"SMArt” art
project of the Swiss Foundatfion for the
Sustainable Development of Mountain Regions
(FDDM).

The next World Mountain Forum is planned
for2020.

Source: https://sdg.iisd.org/events/world-mountadin-
forum-2018-mountains-in-a-changing-world/
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2.1. Water Management Situation in the Basins
of the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya

Water Resources

In 2018, the total annual flow in the basins of the
Amu Darya and the Syr Darya was 97.5 km® or
83% of average annual flow.

Amu Darya Basin

The annual flow in the basin, including the Amu
Darya andits tributaries, as well as the Zarafshan
River, was 62.2 km®, of which 47.9 km®in the Amu
Darya (at the nominal Kerki section). The water
content of the Amu Darya in the monitoring
section upstream of the Garagumdarya was:
55.3% of the norm in the first quarter of the
growing season, with the subsequent conse-
quences for water users af the beginning of the
season; 80.3% for the growing season as a
whole; and, 72.7% in the first half of the non-
growing season 2018-2019.

As of 1" of January 2018, the total water
accumulatfion in the Nurek and Tuyamuyun
reservoirswas 13.7 km®.

SyrDarya Basin

The annual flow in the basin, including the rivers
Naryn, Karadarya, and Chirchik and small rivers,
amounted to 35.3 km’, of which 22.4 km® of
inflow to three reservoirs — Toktogul, Andizhan,
and Charvak—-along the SyrDarya.

As of 1" of January 2018, the total water
accumulation by reservoirs in the basin was
25.123 km’®, including 19.881 km® in the key
reservoirsin the flow formation zone.

Operation of Reservoir
Hydrosystems

The annual inflow to the Nurek reservoir was
19.5 km’, including 16.2 km® (83%) - over the
growing season. Water releases from the
reservoir were in the amount of 19.5 km®, of
which 12.4 km® or 63.6% of annual flow was
discharged during the growing season.

Because of lower flow along the Panj River,
the annual inflow to the Tuyamuyun reservoir
was 17.6 km’. This was 4.1 km® lower than the
forecast and also 3 km® lower for the growing
season. Annual waterreleases from the reservoir
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were 19.2 km® or 85% of the value set in the
schedule of the BWO Amu Darya. Water
releases amounted to 13.6 km® (82%) during the
growing season.

Annual inflow to the Toktogul reservoir
located on the Naryn River was 13.0 km®, of
which 9.85 km® (76%) - during the growing
season. Annual waterreleases from the reservoir
were higher than the inflow and amounted to
13.5 km® and only 5.0 km® (37 %) were dischar-
ged from the reservoir during the growing
season. By the end of the growing season, the
Toktogulreservoirwas filled up to 19.3 km®.

Water Allocation and Water
Shortage

Amu Darya Basin

There were some difficulties in provision of users
with water in the Amu Darya Basin in 2018 as a
whole. ICWC at its meeting decided to reduce
water limits by 10% in April-May. In 2018, given
the established limit of water withdrawal from
the Amu Darya Basin at 54.3 km® and the
corrected limit of 53.5 km®, actually 46.5 km®
were diverted, including 31.9 km® during the
growing season. 87% of annual water limit was
used in fotal, of which 83% - during the growing
season. The following situation was observed by
counftries:

» Tajikistan —given the water limit of 9.624 km®
and the corrected limit of 9.681 km®, the
actual water withdrawal was 9.273 km?® or
95.8%;

m Turkmenistan — given the water limit of
21.582 km® and the corrected limit of
21.301 km®, the actual water withdrawal
was 19.127 km® or 89.8%;

m Uzbekistan - given the water limit of
23.081 km® and the corrected limit of
22.536 km®, the actual water withdrawal
was 18.141 km® or 80.5%.

During the growing season, water shortage was
estimated at8 % in the reach from the Nurek HPP
to the Tuyamuyun reservoir in Tajikistan and 4%
and 6% in Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan,
respectively. In the reach from the Tuyamuyun



hydrosystem to the Samanbay post, the
sifuation was worse: Turkmenistan and Uzbekis-
tan has received by 34% and 36% less water,
respectively, than they required during the
growing season.

SyrDaryaBasin

The total water withdrawalin the Syr Darya Basin
was 13.5 km?, including 10.7 km® or 92% of the

established limit on water intake to canals
during the growing season. 0.283 km® of water
was discharged from the Arnasay intfo the Syr
Darya. The water allocation plan of BWO Syr
Darya was on average fulfilled by ?21%. The
water shortage was estimated at 16% in the
reach from the Toktogul to the Chardara reser-
voir in Tajikistan, 20% in Kyrgyzstan, and 13% and
6% in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, respectively.

i1,

Inflow to Prearalie

In 2018, inflow into the Northern Aral Sea from
the Syr Darya was 3.03 km®, while 3.31 km® was
discharged from the Northern Sea into the
Large AralSea (Eastern part).

Based on SIC's estimates, the South Prearalie
should receive 8 km® of water from the Amu
Darya in wet years (in terms of flow) and 3.5 km®
in dry years. Actually in 2018, 1.32 km® or 17% of
the required water quantity (for average year)
was delivered to the South Prearalie.

Open Channel Losses

The Amu Darya balance calculations indicate to
relative lowering of balance discrepancies along
the river: 8.06 km’ during the growing season and
1.29 km’ during the non-growing season or
9.35km’in totall.

Balance discrepancies along the Syr Darya
has increased by 50% as compared to 2017 and
amounted to 5.17 km® a year, including 1.28 km®
during the growing season and 3.89 km® during
the non-growing season.

The reasons could be water losses (through
evaporation and seepage), inaccurate measu-
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rements of water discharge along the rivers,
inaccurate accounting of retun flow (lateral
inflow tfo river section), unaccounted water
diversion, and also mistakes in analysis of daily
and ten-day discrepancies in case of changing
amount of water in the river channel and
floodplain (river fraining). In 2019, BWO Syr Darya
and SIC ICWC has started conducting joint
analysis of all elements of channel balance and
actual flow discrepancies along the Syr Darya
river for more reliable estimations of flow
discrepancies and their minimization.

Meeting Demands

The Table below shows how water demands are
met among the CA countries.

Meeting water demands in
CA Countries growing season, %

Kazakhstan = 87
Kyrgyzstan = 79
Tajikistan 92 84
Turkmenistan 87 -

Uzbekistan 76 94
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2.2. Monitoring of Changes in the Water Surface Area
of the Large Aral Sea and the Amu Darya Delta

In 2018, SIC ICWC continued monitoring of changes in the water surface area of the Eastern and
Western parts of the Large Aral Sea, as well as lake systems of the Amu Darya delta through satellite
images Landsat 8 OLI (www.cawater-info.net/aral/data/monitoring _amu.htm).

Figure 1. Satellite images of Western and Eastern parts of the Large Aral Seq,
Landsat 8 OLI (2018)

August September October

2.2.1. Water Supply to the Aral Sea and the Amu Darya Delta

Water distribution along the Amu Darya deltaic lake systems in dry years. However, in

fact, the lower reaches received 1.32 km®. Thus,
The analysis of water-related situation in the Amu the needed amount of water to the lake
Darya Basin in 2018 shows that the relatively systems and the deltawas not supplied.

highest water shortage (in % of the water limit)

was observed in the lower reaches (36%). As

mentioned above, about 3.5 km® of water is The volumes of water by month are shown in the
needed to keep good environmental health of diagram below.
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Monthly water supply to the Aral Sea and the Amu Darya Delta in 2018, including
cumulative discharge from the Suenly and Kyzketken canals and the collecting drains, Mm®
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Water discharge from the Northern Aral Sea Sea. The total water discharge amounted to
3.31 km®, of which 3.118 km® or 94% was dis-
In the course of 2018, excess water from the charged from January to April (see Table 1).

Northern Aral Sea (located within the territory of
Kazakhstan) was discharged into the Large Arall

Table 1. Water volume in the Northern Aral Sea (NAS)
and water discharge into the Large Aral Sea (LAS)

I e e ) S e

NAS

Moy 4209 4202 4206 4205 4205 4203 4197 4192 4178 4156 4161 4169 419
o e km® 246 244 244 240 237 232 226 220 217 219 222 228 231
Discharge

info LAS km® 0911 0715 0740 0.752 0011 0009 0017 0014 0013 0023 0036 0069 3.310

2.2.2. Dynamics of Changes in the Water Surface and Wetland Area
of Eastern and Western Parts of the Large Aral Sea

The water surface area in the Western part of Since then, the steady decrease in the water
the sea extended by 9,200 ha from April fo June surface area has been observed in the both
and that of the Eastern part enlarged by 66,000 parts of the Large Aral Sea till November.

ha from Aprilto May (see Table 2).
As aresult, by November, the water surface
This is explained by the discharge of water area has shrunk by 2,600 hain the Western part
from the Northern AralSea (see Table 1). and by 282,000 ha in the Eastern part of the
Large AralSea.
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Table 2. The area of wetlands and open water surfaces in the Western and Eastern part
of the Large Aral Seaq, 2018 (Landsat 8 OLI)

o | o ey || g | seo | 0u | o

Western part of the Aral Sea, ha

Wetland 290,309 282,025 281,047 281,859 286,404 288,274 290,501 292,951

Water surface 271,041 279,324 280,302 279,490 274,945 273,075 270,848 268,399

Eastern part of the Aral Sea, ha

Wetland 1,152,525 1,071,095 1,138,100 1,220,382 1,279,603 1,290,122 1,323,626 1,353,048

Water surface 344,298 410,244 343,239 260,958 201,736 191,217 157,713 128,291

2.2.3. Lake Systems of the Amu Darya Delta

The lake systems of the Amu Darya delta are
represented by small local water bodies of the
Southern Prearalie.

Meanwhile, the current actual hydrological
situation in the South Prearalie is catastrophic
due to dry conditions in 2018. In the period from
April to November, the open surface area of

As a result of implementation by the Uzbek ) .
lake systems in the South Prearalie decreased

Government of the project on “Building of small

local water bodies in the Amu Darya Delta”,
Phase |, 180,000 ha were watered, and local
water bodies were formed to restore flora and

by 37,600 hq, i.e. 65% of lakes remained with no
water (Table 3). Accordingly, the wetland area
has increased by 37,600 ha (Table 4). This is

fauna. proved true by satellite images of local water

bodies in the Amu Darya delta (Landsat 8 OLI,
August 2018), where only wetlands are seen
and many lakes are dried out (Figure 2).

Currently, the Phase Il of the project is
underway to form additional water bodies on
anarea of 208,690 hain total.

Table 3. The area of open water surface of the lake systems
in South Prearalie, ha

| olorbody | Avr | Wy | un | i | g | Sep | ont | Nov_

Sudoche 25,103 25,823 24,893 20,350 14,144 14,402 11,147 9.860
Mejdureche 7047.5 4,7233 2,7253 1,130.5  402.0 170.8 51.5 625,2
Rybache 4,003.7 3,728.2 32298 3,041.2 2987.6 3,062.4 3,012.7 2,740.6
Muynak 1,319.2  998.7 786.8 626.5 566.9 907.3 546.0 395.0

Djiltyrbas 63192 59262 57018 56697 56262 62430 57320 5567.0

dam-terminated
Djiltyrbas (together

with former right and 1,778.9 1,552.7 1,131.9  433.5 153.4 84.4 20.0 33.0
left streams)

Dumalak 270.3 74.8 12.4 0.0 - - - -
Makpalkul 7,440.4 1,100.6 1,039.4 1,039.3 763.2 950.8 512.8 342.9

Mashan Karadjar
Water surface southward

3.310.5 3,188.7 11,9559 84838 503.5 801.4 502.8 SS2S

of Muynak 811.7 371.9 0.0 0.0 - 65.0 40.6 59.8
Water surface alon

Kazakhdarya river channel 21.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 - - - =
Zakirkol 186.0 107.0 9.9 0.0 - - - -
Total: 57,584 47,595 41,486 33,140 25,147 26,687 21,565 19,923
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For comparison of the status of lake systems in and, consequently, the lake systems were filled
the Amu Darya, let's compare the data over with water in August. This is proven by satellite
2017. That period, 10.721 km® flew to the delta imagesin Figure 2.

Table 4. Wetland areas of lake systems in the Amu Darya delta, ha

sudoche 47,594 46,874 47,804 52,347 58,554 58296 61,550 62,838
Mejdureche 290119 31,3360 33,334.1 34,9289 35657.4 35888.7 36,007.9 35,434.0
Rybache 75230 77985 82968 84855 8539.1 84640 85140 87860
Muynak 14,8447 151652 15377.1 15537.3 15597.0 152567 15617.9 15,768.4
Diittyrbas 41,2268 41,592.7 41,817.2 41,8493 41,892.7 41,2757 41,7869 41,951.0

dam-terminated
Djiltyrbas (together

with former right and 97,249.0 97,4752 97,8959 98,5943 98,874.4 98,943.5 99,007.9 98,994.3
left streams)

Dumalak 15780.2 15975.6 16,038.1 16,050.5 16,050.5 16,050.6 16,050.6 16,050.6
Makpalkul 12437 75835 7.6447 76448 79208 77334 81710 8341.2
Mashan Karadjar 23,890.9 24,0127 252454 26,352.6 26,697.9 26,4000 26,6985 26,841.8
e mmace southward 88064 92463 96182 96182 96182 95530 9,577.6 9.558.4
{g;gekrggg?ygeﬁegﬂc annel 47302 47515 47515 47515 4751.1 47515 47515 47515
Zakirkol 26051 26842 27812 27912 27912 27912 27912 27912
Total: 294,506 299,744 310,604 318,951 326,944 325404 330,526 332,106

Figure 2. Satellite images of local water bodies in the Amu Darya delta
(Landsat 8 OLI )
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August 2018
% 2

Mejdureche reservoir. Aimost all water in the Mejdureche reservoiris used up in the mid-season, and
the reservoir becomes completely dried by October as shown in the diagram below.

Dynamics of changes in the water surface area
of Mejdureche reservoir 2018 (ha)

8,000 ~
7,000 A
6,000 o
5000 A
4,000 o
3,000 o
2,000 o
1,000

7,047.5

4,723.3

Apr May Jun

The Sudoche lake system is a state reser-
vation. This reservatfion is expected to be
included in the List of wetlands of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat.

1,130.5

Jul
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The Sudoche lake system is recharged by
drainage water mainly. At the same time, the
river water inflow in early 2018 (60% of the
annual value) kept the water surface area
stable till June. After a decrease in the inflow,
the area of lake has shrunk by 61% by
November.
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Dynamics of changes in the water surface area
of the Sudoche Lake system, 2018 (ha)
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Similar situation was observed in other lakes: Muynak, Rybache, Djiltyrbas. Moreover, Dumalak and

Zakirkol lakes have dried up.

Conclusion

The results of monitoring over changes in water
surface area of the Large Aral Sea and
wetlands of the South Prearalie in 2018 indicate
to continuing desertification. This is caused by
dry conditions of the year and ineffective
controloverwateruse.

The planned infrastructure in the South Prearalie
does not ensure stability of water surface areas
for more than half a year. This could lead to the
total loss of fish stock. The fish catch amounted
to 2 tons in 2010, whereas only 0.4 tons of fish
were caught in 2018. In this context, joint and
coordinated actions of all riparian countries are
needed on water conservation in order to
ensure required amount of water (notless than 8
km3 a year) for the nature of the South Prearalie
andthe AralSeaitself, including:

m drawing up of a strategy for environmen-
talimprovement and better water supply
inthe South Prearalie;

m development of feasibility study of a set of
measures in the South Prearalie -
completion of construction of infrastruc-
ture in the Amu Darya delta, including the
Mejdureche reservoir and lake systems,
the system of drainage water transfer
from the Ozerniy collector to the Amu
Darya;
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m development of water governance

system in the South Prearalie, including
water management rules in the South
Prearalie and recommendations for BWO
Amu Darya and BISA to improve water
efficiency in the lower reaches and
ensure stable water supply to lakes and
the AralSea;

m monitoring.
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2.3. Dust and Salt Storm

A strong dust and salt storm hit north-western parts of Uzbekistan (Khorezm, Bukhara, and Navoiy
provinces and Karakalpakstan) and northern Turkmenistan in the end of May 2018 and caused serious
damage to crops and livestock.

Image credit: NASA/NOAA Suomi NPP/VIIRS. Acquired May.27, 2018 ¢
Featured.image: Salt'storm hits Uzbekistan on May 27, 2018..Credit: AKIPr » /
NeTouHuK: hitps://watchers.news/2018/05/28/toxic-salt-storm-engulfs-parts- -of- uzbeklsta‘f ‘and-turkmenistaid/A K H S T#AY]

-
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Uzbekistan speed of frontal movement and wide
temperature confrasts in the front zone
The Hydrometeorological Service of Uzbekistan contfributed to strong northwest and north winds
(UzHydromet) has recorded that the maximum in all regions throughout the Republic. The wind
permissible level (MPL) of dust in the air of speedreached 17-22m/s and even 25-27m/sin
Karakalpakstan and the Khorezm province was some areas. Most unfavorable weather
exceeded 3-5.9 fimes after the dust and saltf condifions were observed in Karakalpakstan
storm. The analysis of samples in observation andthe Khorezmprovince.
points showed that the dust level in the air in ) )
Nukus was 5.9 times higher than MPL on the 28" Dry weather has been observed in this
of May (data at 13:00). region for a long period of time (last raining was
on 25 April there). In May, the air intrusion was
UzHydromet's comments on the source of the not accompanied by precipitafion as wel.

Temperature conftrasts in the front zone
reached 20 degrees and more. Strong wind,
which continued the whole day, has taken a
huge amount of dust from the dried ground to

storm (excerpts):

"On 27-28 May the cold air mass infruded from
the northwest to the territory of Uzbekistan. High
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the air. Moreover, prevalent north wind caused
fransportation of salt from strongly saline ground
of the dried bed of the Aral Sea...Dust and salt
'clouds' spread over large distances. Salt
precipitated on roads, buildings and plants like
awhite powder.”

Turkmenistan

The dust and salt storm hit the south of Dashoguz
and Lebap provinces and reached even
Ashkhabad. On 28 May, the citizens of
Ashkhabad witnessed the thick 'fog'. which
turned to be clouds of white dust particles.

Excessive concentration of the dust sharply
decreased road visibility, and the city seemed
to be enshrouded in white haze from the foothills
of the Kopet Dagh.

White dust covered plants and soils,
infruded into buildings and lodged on cars. The
concentration of dust was decreasing
gradually, but even on 30 May the dust was
clearly visible in the air of the capital of
Turkmenistan.

Aftermath of the Storm

The resident of the Kungrad district, Karakalpak-
stan, Mr. T.Gayibov told that early vegetables
were damaged seriously. Many dwellers tried to
flush leaves of cucumbers, tomato and sweet
pepper, but crops failed. Moreover, cattle died
as the animals ate grass that was poisoned by
salt.

According to hydrometeorologists, the MPL
of dust in air samples taken in Nukus on the
evening of May 27" was exceeded by 50%. At
the same time, laboratory analyses showed that
solid residues of phosphate, copper and nitrate
in the soil did not exceed the MPL.

Allergy specialists observed that bronchial
asthma and allergy disease incidences in
Karakalpakstan would grow due to the dust and
salt storm.

As aresult of dust and salt stormin Dashoguz,
a layer of salt covered cotton and wheat fields,
as well as vegetable and fruit orchards. The
thickness of this layer reached 1 cm in some
vilages. As a correspondent in Dashoguz
reported, “the silkworm does not eat leaves of
mulberry since those are salt covered.
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This creates additional complexities. Farmers
have to flush the leaves and wipe them dry to
feed silkworms...” He added that pastures were
also covered with salt: “Small ruminants and
cattle do not eat grass. Livestock farms suffer
fromhuge damage...”

Cca-news.org
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3.1. IFAS: UN Resolution, Summit of the Heads of State,

Meeting of the Board

of IFAS is shown below.

The International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (IFAS) was established by a decision
of the Heads of CA states on the 4th of January 1993 with the aim of developing
and funding environmental and applied research projects and programs in order
toimprove ecologicalsituationin the areas affected by the Aral Sea catastrophe
and address the socioeconomic issues in the region. The organizational structure

Audit Commission
(one representative per state in the face
of Deputy Minister of Finance, 5 pers.)

President of the Fund
(elected by the heads of founding states
on rotation basis)

IFAS Board
(one representative per state in the face
of Deputy Head of State, 5 pers.)

Interstate Commission for Water
Coordination
(and its executive bodies)

Interstate Commission on Sustainable
Development
(and its executive bodies)

Executive Committee of IFAS
(Chairman is assigned by the President
upon agreement with the founding states,
10 members, 2 representatives per state)

Implementation of IFAS tasks in practice

The chairmanship in IFAS is rotated among the
CA countries every three years. In the period
from 2017 to 2019 the Executive Committee of
IFAS (EC IFAS) was based in Ashgabat. The
mission of Turkemenistan's chairmanship in IFAS

3.1.1. UN-IFAS Cooperation

On the 12" of April, the UN General Assembly at
the 82™ plenary meeting of the 72™ session
unanimously adopted Resolution A/RES/72/273
on "Cooperation between the United Nations
and the International Fund for Saving the Aral
Sea”.' Inparticular, the General Assembly:
“1. notes the need for further improvement
of the activities of the International Fund for
Saving the Aral Sea to strengthen regionall
cooperation in such areas as social and

Executive and regulatory body

is to further develop and strengthen coopero-
tion among the countries in Central Asia for
socio-economic and ecological improvement
inthe AralSea basin.

economic development; environmental
protection andresponse to natural disasters;
wafter resources management; adaptation
to climate change and mitigation of its
consequences; exchange of information;
science and innovation; and other related
areas;

2. also notes the importance of strengthe-
ning cooperation and coordination bet-
ween the United Nations system and the

' Co-authors of the Resolution are Germany, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and other states
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International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea,
and invites the Secretary-General to hold for
that purpose regular consultations with the
Chair of the Executive Committee of the
Infernational Fund, making use of appro-
priate infer-agency forums and formats,
including consultations beftween the
Secretary-General and the heads of
regional organizations;

3.invites the specialized agencies and other
organizations, programmes and funds of the
United Nations system, as well as interna-
tional financial institutions, to develop their

cooperation with the International Fund for
Saving the Aral.”

The full text of the Resolution is available on
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/72/273

As part of the chairmanship in IFAS, Turkme-
nistan also came forward with a proposal to
develop a special UN programme for the Aral
Sea basin and consider the Aral Sea problem as
a specific area of activity of the United Nations.
In this context, consultations have been started
with the counftriesin theregion.

3.1.2. Xll Summit of the Heads of IFAS Founder-State

The Summit was held on the 24" of August in the
city of Turkmenbashi (Turkmenistan). The Heads
of IFAS Founder-States, such as the President of
Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedoyv,
the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan
Nazarbayev, the President of Tajikistan Emomaili
Rahmon, and the President of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev took part in the Summit. The
President of Kyrgyzstan Sooronbay Jeenbekov
participated as a guest of honor.

The Presidents addressed a number of
important issues for the improvement of
environmental, water-related and socio-
economic situation in the Aral Sea basin. They
also approved the concept of ASBP-4
development.

Extracts of the Presidents' statements during the
Summit are provided below. The full text is
available on CAWater-Info.net’.

The President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly
Berdymukhamedov noted that the establish-
ment of IFAS in January 1993 was a logical and
timely step mirroring the commitments by the
states of the region to tackle the Aral Sea
problems. He called the CA countries to support
the program on the enhancement of coope-
rafion between UN and IFAS: “Preservation of
the Aral Sea cannot be treated as an internal
regional problem anymore. Successful solution
of this problem requires support from the
infernational community, a new focused and
infegrated global approach, actfive and
systemic engagement of the UN system in this

* www.cawater-info.net/library/rus/ifas/summit-ifas-2018.pdf

43

work.” The need to address the Aral problem as
a specific area of UN's activity was underlined:
“We have called it a Special UN Programme for
the Aral, which would include concrete plans
for stabilization and improvement in the Aral
Sea basin. We are committed to promote water
diplomacy as a new form of multilateral political
and diplomatic communication in the field of
water.”

While stating an urgent need for new legal
instruments regulating interactions of the
riparian countries of the Aral Sea basin in the
field of water management, the President of
Turkmenistan reiterated the commitment of
Turkmenistan to develop close and constructive
cooperation with allthe countriesin the region.

Turkmenistan was always for addressing
water and environmental issues in CA on the
basis of recognized norms of international law,
taking into account the interests of all countries
in the region and involving international
organizations, while recognizing that the
regional consensus is the only admissible form of
effective interstate cooperation. International
cooperation on water and the environment
should ground on relevant criteria at a national
level. These are complementary and integral
processes, said the President, while expressing
his belief that each state should be fully aware
ofitsrole andresponsibility.

In fulfiling national sectoral plans, Turkme-
nistan considers the environmental dimension
of SDGs, particularly, opfimization of water
resource use. Speaking about tremendous
experience accumulated in application of



modern water-conservation technologies in
imigated agriculture and in construction and
operation of hydraulic structures, the Head of
State noted that successful implementation of
large-scale water projects confributes fo
agricultural development, particularly to ramp-
up of grain, cotton and other crop production.

The Drinking Water Program has been
launched in Turkmenistan. As part of the
Program, new water freatment plans are
constructed and put into operation. The work
on saline water desalination is also underway.
With the completion of the first phase of
Turkmen Lake Altyn Asyr, collecting drains diver-
ting drainage and waste water from oases
would be connected into the single hydrosys-
tem. In the context of the Aral Sea problem,
combatting desertification and improving land
conditions are ofimportance aswell.

As a whole, over 25 years of the Fund's acti-
vity, construction of a number of hydraulic
stfructures and water-management facilifies
was launched and nature-conservation, envi-
ronmental and other related measures were
undertaken fo solve the Aral Sea problem. The
President of Turkmenistan has assured the
founder-states of IFAS of the Turkmenistan's
commitment to noble goals of saving the Aral
Sea, readiness to further joint actions on
environmental, socio-economic and humani-
tarian improvement in the Prearalie and to
regional and international cooperation in this
field.

The President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazar-
bayev stressed the symbolism of holding the
Summit in the year of the 25" anniversary of
creating the International Fund for Saving the
Aral Sea and noted that: “IFAS works actively at
the international level, thanks to which the Aral
region receives substantial assistance from the
international community and international
financialinstitutions. Ourjoint efforts have contri-
buted fo the fact that the Fund received an
observerstatusinthe UN General Assembly.”

The Head of State pointed out that the
fransboundary water resources of Cenftral Asia
are the common property and good of the
area's population and stressed that all states
actively seek solutions, rational ideas and spe-
cific projects are generated. Nursultan Nazar-
bayev has said that Kazakhstan is also actively
working in this direction and invited the delega-
tions of the countries to participate in the Eighth
Session of the Meeting of the Parties to the UN
Convention on Profection and Use of Trans-
boundary Watercourses and International
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Lakes. The Kazakh leader has particularly
dwelled on the positive results that became
possible due to the joint efforts being under-
taken.

Nursultan Nazarbayev focused on the mea-
sures proposed by the Kazakh side for the
improvement of the institutional and legal
framework of IFAS based on the Fund's existing
institutions: “The fime has come fo automate
the system of management, allocation,
accounting and monitoring of water resources
in the Aral Sea basin, including their quality.
Under the current circumstances it is important
to re-address the issue of establishing the
International Water and Energy Consortium of
Central Asia. It is necessary to consider the
permanent deployment of the Executive
Committee of IFAS in one of our countries.”

The Head of State has noted that today's
meeting is a landmark event of infernational
scale and will give a new impetus to the process
of regional cooperation in the use of water
resources and ecology. “We have defined new
priorities and tasks here. The solution of these
issues is of fundamentalimportance for ensuring
the sustainable development and prosperity of
Central Asia. Therefore, all this requires further
coordinated joint actions from us. For my part, |
want to assure you that Kazakhstan has been
and remains a consistent and reliable partnerin
the issues of regional cooperation”, Nursultan
Nazarbayev said.

The President of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbay
Jeenbekov stated that Kyrgyzstan is supportive
of thorough reformation of IFAS, taking into
account the interests of all the states in CA: “At
present, the Fund is characterized by
inconsistent regulatory documents and
ineffective structure of executive bodies. It lacks
fransparency in reporting on attracted funding,
fails locate Fund's statutory bodies in a
balanced way, and infroduce the rotatfion of
heads of these bodies.”

The President stressed that activities of the
Fund are focused on water for irrigation and
ecology, while ignoring other uses, including
hydropower. No compensatory mechanism is
stipulated for accumulation of water by the
upstfream countries for irigation needs of
friendly neighboring countries, although such
mutually beneficial cooperation is successfully
developed in global practices. The water
allocation limits in CA do not respond to current
readlities and need to be revised, taking into
account the interests of sustainable develop-
ment in the region's countries. The Kyrgyz side



stands out forrenewal of cooperation within the
framework of the 1998 Agreement between the
Governments of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan on the use of water-
energy resources in the Naryn-Syrdarya basin
that makes provisions for a compensatory
mechanism of water and energy use.

Sooronbay Jeenbekov proposed to take
the following measures.

First, as initially established, the Fund should
become an organization for accumulation of
finances and investments for priority projects in
the area of water use, aimed at socio-
economic and sustainable development of all
the statesintheregion.

Second, Kyrgyzstan proposes to dismiss the
Interstate Commission for Water Coordination
and the Inferstate Commission for Sustainable
Development and their executive bodies from
the organizational composition of IFAS. Instead,
consider a possibility of establishing new bodies
that would ensure integrated use of water and
energy resources and fake into account
hydropower and sustainable development
aspects.

Third, eliminate branches of the IFAS Execu-
five Committee in CA states and establish
representation of the CA states at the IFAS
Executive Committeeinstead.

Fourth, liquidate the IFAS Internal Audit
Commission. Financial audit of the Fund should
be taken by independent auditors.

Fifth, revisit the system of membership fees
taking info account the needs and capabilities
of the states, and put it on a voluntary basis.

Sixth, while reforming the Fund, take into
account experience of such infternational
organizations as UN, SCO and others.

Seventh, make inventory of the international
treaty framework and optimize IFAS structure so
that to bring them in compliance with the
above mentioned proposals.

“I would like to note that given this separate
position, the Kyrgyz side does not take part in
consideratfion and approval of the Summit's
resolutions, including the Joint Communiqué. |
hope that the CA countries will manage to
reform IFAS thoroughly as mentioned above in
order to improve activities of the Fund and its
bodies, while equally considering the interests
and basic needs of the CA states. Then, the
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Kyrgyz side would be ready to restart full-
fledged participation in the Fund”, said the
Head of State.

The President of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon
underlined the wise decision of the CA states to
establish IFAS 25 years ago.

"Thanks to joint and coordinated actions
within the framework of the Fund, we were able
to draw attention of the international
community to the problems of the Aral Sea
basin, established cooperation with interna-
tional and regional organizations, financial
institutions and donor countries, mobilized
resources for projects and programs aimed at
mitigating consequences of the Aral crisis ...
Today we are faced with a number of common
problems and our countries need to collabo-
rate in addressing them”, underlined the Presi-
dent. Among the key issues he listed the frends
in global population growth and climate
change, intensive land development and huge
agricultural water losses, industrial and econo-
mic development, which together lead o a
reduction in the fotal volume of waterresources
andincrease in water consumption.

The Head of State once again pointed to
Tajikistan'sinitiative regarding the rational use of
freshwater resources of mountain Lake Sarez to
improve the supply of drinking water to the
counftries of the region on a long-term period,
dwelled in detail on the increases in weather
and climate extremes leading to natural
disasters causing enormous financial losses and
human casualties.

In this context, the President of Taqjikistan
pointed to the initiative of Tajikistan on
Infernational Decade of Action "Water for
Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028, which
aims to confribute to the achieving the UN
Sustainable Development Goals for water.

The President pointed to a need for the
improvement of institutional and legal frame-
works of IFAS in order to adapt them to current
redlities and the relevance of the construction
of small and medium-scale hydropower plants
with reservoirs, which contribute to seasonal
and multiyear water regulation, especially in
low-water years, and reduce the risks of water-
related disasters.

He also proposed to:

continue efforts in reconstruction and
modernization of existing hydraulic
facilities, first of all, irrigation canals, where
most of waterislost;



promote economic mechanisms of water
use and new wafter-conservation techno-
logies, as well as the system of delivered
water accounting;

maintain strong economic integration for
more balanced development of all
countries in the region, also by ensuring
free flow of goods, services and labor
resources.

The President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev
underlined that “today's historic summit, which
takes place after a nearly ten-year break, will
open anew page in the organization's activities
and will surely give a powerful boost to the
partnership in Central Asia. Today we are
reiterating our firmreadiness for cooperation.”

The consequences of the drying out of the
Aral Sea aggravate, the Aral Sea region is
steadily invaded by the desert. As a result, we
observe water scarcity, soil degradation,
biodiversity loss and severe climate change. “It
is now crucial fo unite the efforts fo overcome
the consequences of this catastrophe and
improve the social and economic situation in
the Aral Sea region, to solve the water and
environmental problems of the region, taking
info account our common interests," the Uzbek
leader said. “... The International Fund for
Saving the Aral Sea is the only regional
organizationintended to this cause and today it
can become an effective mechanism for
cooperation between our countries.”

The President spoke about the efforts made
by Uzbekistan to overcome consequences of
the ecological crisis in the Aral Sea region. In

3.1.3. Meetings of the IFAS Board

The regular meeting of the IFAS Board was held
on the 30" of January in Ashgabad. Preparation
to the meeting of the Council of the Heads of
IFAS Founder-States and elaboration of ASBP-4
were discussed at the meeting. The need for
participation of EC IFAS in meetings and events
of ICWC and ICSD was underlined. The Board
approved the work plan of EC IFAS for the
period of chairmanship of Turkmenistan.
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particular, “Uzbekistan put forward an initiative
on the establishment of the multi-partnership
Trust Fund for Human Security in Prearalie that
was supported by UN.” Then, the Head of State
has voiced five priority areas of cooperation:

“First. ...I propose considering a declaration
of the Aral Sea region (Prearalie) the zone of
environmental innovations and technologies...
For thorough discussion of our initiative, it is
suggested to organize a special conference
with the support of UN, WB, ADB, and GEF next
year...

Second. we propose establishing a
Regional center for production of desert and
forage crop seedlings... The Center is to
become a unique research and fraining

polygon.

Third. This concerns the preservation of our
unique regional fauna... In this context, we
propose arranging profected fransboundary
natural territoriesin Prearalie. ..

Fourth. It is necessary to enhance regionall
cooperation in the field of water conservation,
management and use of fransboundary water
resources ... and hold a relevant regional
conference in Uzbekistan... As a result, a
Regional program of rational water use in
Central Asia should be adopted.

Fifth. ...we consider it important to carry our
joint multidisciplinary research, including on the
base of scientific-information centers of the
Interstate Commission for Water Coordination
and the Interstate Commission for Sustainable
Development..."”

The special meeting of the IFAS Board was held
on the 23 of August in Turkmenbashi. The parti-
cipants signed and approved the texts on the
improvement of the Fund's activity and voiced
a number of important initiatives and proposals.
The Board in its decision approved the Concept
of ASBP-4 development and instructed the EC
IFAS to start elaboration of the program toge-
ther with ICWC and ICSD and with the invol-
vement of national experts and international
partners.



JOINT COMMUNIQUE

Following the Summit, a Joint Communique was adopted:

“...During negotiations which took place in the atmosphere of friendship and mutual understanding,
the Heads of State discussed the issues of cooperation ... and noted the valuable contribution the
International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea made in this field over 25 years of its existence...

The Presidents emphasized the need of further developing and strengthening the relations of equal
and mutually beneficial cooperationin ferms of the use and protection of transboundary watercourses ...

The Heads of State welcomed the adoption of the UN General Assembly Resolution dated April 12,2018
"On cooperation between the United Nations and the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea”, the UN
General Assembly Resolution dated June 18, 2018 “On Strengthening Regional and International Coopera-
tion to Ensure Peace, Stability and Sustainable Development in the Central Asian Region”, as well as the UN
General Assembly Resolution dated December 21, 2016 “International Decade for Action: Water for Sus-
tainable Development 2018-2028"...

The Heads of State noted the importance of elaborating “The Aral Sea Basin Programme (ASBP-4)”
ensuring that efforts and capacities of the region and the international community shall enable to address
the common for the Aral Sea Basin priorities in water management, environmental and socioeconomic
issues...

The Heads of States noted the significance of the results of the Dushanbe High-Level Conference on the
International Decade for Actfion: Water for Sustainable Development 2018-2028, the Central Asian
International Environmental Forum and the Tashkent International Conference *Joint Actions to Mitigate
the Consequences of the Aral Sea Catastrophe: New Approaches, Innovative Solutions, Investments” that
allowed promofting cooperation between the countries in the region to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals...

The Presidents encouraged the development of the Regional Environmental Protection Programme for
Sustainable Developmentin Central Asia...

The Heads of States noted the need to consider the possibility of developing a special UN programme
for the Aral Sea Basin and instructed the IFAS Executive Committee to hold consultations with the states of
theregion, UN member states, the United Nations and its institutions...

The Presidents of the counftries discussed the possibility of joining to the Framework Convention on
Environmental Protection for Sustainable Developmentin Central Asia dated November 22, 2006...

The Heads of States, taking info account the mutual interests of the Parties, noted the importance of
hydropower facilities that are under construction on transboundary watercourses. However the interests of
all countries concerned as well as the international principles and standards shall be taken info due
account to ensure social and economic development of the AralSea Basin area.

The Parties pointed out the importance of promoting automatic operation of hydroposts throughout
the entire Syr Daryariver basin through fund raising activity based on the agreement reached by the heads
of water management organizations of the Founder-States of IFAS.

The Kazakh side proposed to include the possibility of creating a sustainable regional mechanism for
the integrated use of water and energy resourcesin Central Asia.

The Presidents expressed their readiness to further improve the organizational structure and the legal
framework of IFAS...

The Heads of State noted the importance of the regional youth movement for the protection of water
resources and the environment to ensure the participation of the younger generation in addressing
modern challenges and threats...

...The Uzbek side proposed to organize fraining to develop knowledge and skills of human resources in
the field of water resources and environmental protection as well as interdisciplinary research on the basis
of the Tashkent Institute of Engineers of Irrigation and Agricultural Mechanization in cooperation with the
leading higher educationalinstitutions of the states of the region.

The Parties instructed the IFAS Board to develop the Action Plan to put in practice the agreements
reached and ensure control overitsimplementation...

Turkmenbashi, August 24,2018

The full version of the Joint Communique is available on www.icwc-aral.uz/pdf/79-en.pdf
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3.2. Executive Commitiee of IFAS and its National
Branches

3.2.1. Executive Committee of IFAS

The Executive Committee of the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (EC IFAS) was formed
following a decision of the Interstate Council of the 13 of July 1993. It serves as a platform for dialogue
between the CA countries and the international community.

Executive Committee of the
International Fund for saving the Aral
Sea (EC IFAS)

Executive o IFAS Agency for q
" A E t Branch of EC IFAS Dashkh . ) R | Cent
D"i‘é?;%:;'gfihe Direc);gr%l;éviﬁ the ir:cilf'\l: I.!.gpublic of b'ron%sh of g(\:ZUIZFAS lmpleTseBr;ki:r:lon of %?Ilfl);l‘grolggyer
Kazakhstan Kyrgyz Republic Tajikistan in Turkmenistan Uzbekistan (RHC)
I I
Kyzylorda Nukus
branch branch
Location of EC IFAS by Country and Year
1993 1997 1999 2002 2008 2013 2016 2019
According fo the decision of the President of Turk- Turkmen MFA and the support of GIZ TWMCA
menistan G. Berdymukhammedov of June 16, Programme, the below meetings were held:
2017, the EC IFAS was established in Turkmenistan
to operate from 2017 t0 2019. m Coordinatfion meeting of EC IFAS toge-
ther with international development part-
Activity of EC IFAS in 2018 ners. Following the meeting, cooperation

priorities were set and a decision was

According to the approved work plan of EC made to form an Advisory group fo imp-

IFAS, the development of ASBP-4 and REAP star- rove fhe effectiveness of support provi-
ted. ded by international community to CA

(9-10 May, Ashgabad);

Development of ASBP-4 » 1" Meeting of Regional Work Group on the

development of ASBP-4 and the improve-

ment of institutional and legal framework
of IFAS (16-17 May, Ashgabad).

ASBP-4 is developed in the following directions:
infegrated use of waterresources; environment;
socio-economic; improvement of institutional
and legal mechanisms. Relevant regional and

national work groups were established among Revision of REPSD CA

the representatives of IFAS bodies, ministries and

departments of founder-states, and interna- A work meeting was held among EC IFAS, ICSD
tional experts. The concept for ASBP-4 develop- and representatives of the GIZ Programme for
ment was approved. With the assistance of sustainable and climate sensitive land use for
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economic development in Central Asia to
discuss joint actions for elaboration of the
Regional Environmental Program for Sustai-
nable Development in Central Asia (REPSD CA)
(4 April, Ashgabad).

Expeditions

To attract the global community to urgent issues
in the Aral Sea basin and study the current state
of Central Asian natural and water sites in situ,
two expedifions were organized in 2018:
research expedition (16-23 May, Small Aral) and
study-tour across the Aral Sea Basin (10-29
August). These events were organized under the
theme “25" Anniversary of the International
Fund for Saving the Aral Sea” with the financial
support from GIZTWMCA.

Regional and international cooperation

As part of the UNECE regional project “Dam
safety in Central Asia: capacity-building and
regional cooperation”, EC IFAS held the Regio-
nal meeting on cooperation for dam safety in
CA, where the region's country delegations,
representatives of international organizations
and invited Russian experts took part (30-31
May, Aimaty).

The side event “Results of the Summit of the
Heads of CA State: Practical solutions and
prospects for regional water cooperation” was
organized jointly with UNECE, ED IFAS in RK, SIC
ICWC, CAREC and GIZ TWM CA during the Eight
session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Water
Convention (11 October, Astana).

As part of cooperation with GIZ, EC IFAS met
with managers of GIZ TWM CA Programme
(6 February, Ashgabad); GIZ Regional Program-
me “Ecosystem-based land use and preserva-
tion of ecosystems at lower reaches of the Amu
Darya” (2 October, Ashgabad); GIZ Regional
Programme for sustainable and climate
sensitive land use for economic developmentin
Central Asia (Sustain-CA) (5 November, Ashga-
bad). The major contribution of GIZ to the
enhancement of environmental and water
cooperation between the CA countries in the
face of such challenges as climate change and
land degradation was acknowledged and
GlZ's interest was expressed in further coope-
ration with EC IFAS on REPSD CA and ASBP-4 and
the institutional improvement of IFAS as the only
regional organization that unites the CA
countries.

Cooperation is maintained with WB in
supporting IFAS' program and project activity
aimed at socio-economic improvement in the
CA countries (19 September, Ashgabad).
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EC IFAS delegation took part in the following
events:

8" World Water Forum (17-23 March,
Brazil), as part of which the CA region
side-event “Transboundary water coope-
ratfion for food, energy and environmen-
tal security in Central Asia” was organized
(21 March);

International Conference of the Eastern
Europe, Caucasus and Cenfral Asia
Network of Water Management Organi-
zations “Water for land reclamation,
economic sectors and natural environ-
ment in the contfext of climate change”
(7 November, Tashkent).

Based on the EC IFAS - CAREC Memorandum of
Cooperation (13 November 2017, Ashgabad),
the Project “Central Asian Dialogue on the Use
of Multisectoral Financing Opportunities
through Enhancing the Water-Energy-Food
Nexus” is implemented at the national level in
Turkmenistan. The project is financed by EU and
implemented by CAREC in partnership with
IUCN with the support of EC IFAS. The overall
objective of the project is fo create a multi-
sectoral enabling environment to facilitate
sustainable and climate-resilient investments for
increased water, energy, food security in
Central Asia. As part of the project, the following
meetings were organized with participation of
ECIFAS:

first meeting of the inter-agency working
group in Turkmenistan to discuss opportu-
nities for investment projects and to
launch an infersectoral mechanism for
developing project proposals in Turkme-
nistan (6 March, Ashgabad);

first meeting of the regional working
group on nexus approach (13 March,
Tashkent) that finally should produce a
portfolio of investment projects that will
look at ensuring security of water, energy
andfoodin CA;

first training workshop on multi-sectoral
investments, during which the partici-
pants were familiarized with the concept
of benefit sharing, the computer-based
hydro-economic model — Water, Hydro-
power and Agriculture Tool for Investment
and Financing (WHAT-IF) — for evaluation
of investments and financing of water,
hydropower and agriculture sectors, the
Guidelines for investors and Knowledge
hub (8 October, Astanal).

ECIFAS



3.2.2. Regional Center of Hydrology

The Regional Center of Hydrology (RCH) at EC
IFAS was established on the 23 of August 2002in
line with a decision of the IFAS Board to improve
the system of hydrometeorological forecasts,

environmental monitoring and data exchange
between the national hydrometeorological
services (NHMS) in theregion.

3.2.3. Executive Directorate of IFAS in Kazakhstan

ED IFAS renders assistance in addressing topical
issues and coordinating measures to improve
water-related, socio-economic and
environmentalsituationin the Kazakh part of the
AralSea basin.

Development of ASBP-4

Representatives of the Executive Directorate
took part in the meeting of the national working
group on the development of ASBP-4 and the
institutional and legal improvement of IFAS (29
October, Astana). The participants discussed
Kazakhstan's proposals on most topical projects
in the four key areas of ASBP-4 that are to be
submitted for consideration before the second
meeting of the regional working group.

Expeditions tothe Aral Sea

support was provided to exploratory
mission organized by the Kazakh Nationall
Geographic Society to South and North
Aralecosystems from 10to 29 May;

scientific expedition was organized for
researchers from the CA countries along
the route from Kyzyl- Orda to the Northern
Aral Sea (Small Aral) in 16-23 May. The
expedition was financed by the GIZ
TWMCA Programme;

the study-tour was organized for water
managers from CA countries and
Afghanistan to the Kazakh territory of the
Aral-Syrdarya basin (from Shardara
reservoir to the Northern Aral Sea) on
20-26 May in cooperation with CAREC as
part of the “Smart Waters” Project;

support was provided fo the expedition of
young scientists from CA and Afghanistan
— "“From glaciers to the Aral Sea” - on 1-21
August. The expedition visited key
reservoirs and hydro facilities in Central
Asia and was organized by the Kazakh-
German University (KGU) and CAREC.
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Public outreach

Raising public awareness about the Aral Sea
problems is among priorities of ED IFAS. Activities
in this directionincluded:

roundtables, environmental actions
(planting of trees, voluntary community
work) and cultural projects, such as
demonstration of documentary about
the history of the Aral Sea and celebration
for the first time of the Aral Sea Day
(26 March, Kyzyl-Orda, Aralsk and Kazo-
linsk in Kyzylorda province);

art exhibition for artists of the Aralregionin
the provincial gallery in Kyzyl-Orda;
“Paryz” performance about the fatal
history of the Aral Sea and complicated
lives of populationin the Aralregionin the
provincial drama theater;

development of Research and Tourist
Center "Aral” designed to coordinate
research and develop touristic activity in
Prearalie (coast of Kamystybas Lake
located 40 km far from the AralSea);

propaganda of the IFAS library, review
lectures and orientation sessions in higher
educational institutions of Kazakhstan.
Publication of information and analytical
articles and scientific op-ed pieces,
interviews in mass media.

Regional and international cooperation

signing Memorandum of cooperation
between ED IFAS in Kazakhstan and the
World Centre for Sustainable Develop-
ment (Rio+) (8" World Water Forum, 18 -23
March, Brazil);

International scienfific and practical
conference "Aral Sea in the stream of
modern history” (24 May, Kyzyl-Orda) was
organized jointly with GIZ and CAREC to
discuss the scientific grounds and
practical solutions for topical problems in



the Aral Sea basin, the ideas and
proposals resulfed from the expedition
and demonstration tour;

support to organization of the Regional
meeting on dam safety cooperation in
Central Asia (30-31 May, Aimaty);

side-event “Results of the Summit of the
Heads of CA State: Practical solutions and
prospects for regional water coopera-
tion” was held during the Eight session of
the Meeting of the Parties to the Water
Convention. Photography exhibition was
also organized and information on the
results of the “Aral Summit 2018" was
disseminated (11 October, Astana);

ED IFAS took active part in preparation to
the XII Summit of the Heads of IFAS
Founder-States, in 5" Session of the
UNESCAP Committee on Environment
and Development. Photography exhibi-
tion on the Aral Sea was organized as part
of the session as well (21-23 November,
Bangkok);

further assistance, in cooperation with
GlZ, in gathering meetings of the Aral-
Syrdarya Basin Council.

Capacity building and education

The Executive Directorate assisted in organiza-
tion of a training workshop of the International
Training Center for the Safety of Hydrotechnical
Constructions at the Kazakh Water Research
Institute (KazNIIVH) inTaraz.

Upon initiative of ED IFAS in Kazakhstan and
OSCE Office in Astana, the fraining on
“Integration of training modules for vocational
fraining in the water sector” was held at the
Kazakh National Agrarian University (2-5 July,
Astana).

ED IFAS in Kazakhstan organized enlarged
meeting of the Republican Education Board for
water professions (8 October, Taraz State Uni-
versity) with the support of the CAREC-USAID
“Smart Waters” Project.

Uponrequest of the Kazakh Ministry of Labor
and Social Protection and the Natfional
chamber of enfrepreneurs “Atameken”,
occupational standards for agri-industrual
sector, including 15 profile sectors, such as
“Engineering reclamation and watering of
pastures”, “Water supply, wastewater disposal
and water protection”, etc. were developed.

ED IFAS in Kazakhstan, www.kazaral.org

3.2.4. IFAS Agency for Implementation of the Aral Sea Basin

and GEF Projects

The IFAS Agency established in 1998 is a working
body of IFAS. It has the status of international
organization and accreditation at the MFA of
Uzbekistan.

The project activity is carried out together with
the Nukus branch of EC IFAS through the state
budget of Uzbekistan as its contribution to IFAS
and the donor's grants. In 2018, activities on the
following projects were undertaken:

"Construction of small local water bodies in the
Amu Darya Delta. Phase Il”

completed construction and mounting
work on a coffer-dam from DP0O+00 to
DP18+51 and reached required flow
capacity under the reconstruction of 11
ditches;

started dredging work under the recon-
struction of the Muynak canal;
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drafted contractor agreement for con-
struction work on "“Reconstruction of a
road dam along Maipost Lake and
construction of an overflow structure at
the Amu Darya River (Akdarya) together
with measures to prevent canyon
formation processesin Domalak Lake”.

"Protective afforestationin Akhantaisite”
completed arrangement and repair of
mechanical protection on 137.5 ha and
208.5ha, respectively;
planted seedlings on 422.71 ha by a
special equipment and on 133.5 ha by
hand;

additional seedlings planted in furrows on
405.0ha.

“Protective afforestationin Akkumridge”



completed arrangement and repair of
mechanical protection on 209.3 ha and
101 ha, respectively;

planted seedlingson 165.16 ha by hand;
additionalseedlings planted on 122.41 ha.

"Organization of social assistance to population
in Prearalie”

30 new job places were founded and
more than 600 million soums were
allocated in form of micro-credits for
population.

“National water resources management in
Uzbekistan” (SDC)

initiated assistance in developing the
Water Management Concept;

built capacity of the Information-Analy-
tical Resource Center through target
trainings and developed web-site, online
water monitoring portal and “Tomchi”
mobile application;

developed, discussed with stakeholders
and submitted for expertise of donors a
fraining course on the efficient water use
and application of water conservation
technologies;

completed construction of water meters
and regulating structures in 6 sites of
farmer field schools and laser leveling in
2 sites. Created and made operational
14 farmer field schools; as a result, cotton
productivity increased by 20 % and that of
wheat-by 36 %.

Charity

As part of the "Humanitarian aid fo social
services and organizations in the Republic of
Karckalpakstan™, freezers and conditioners
were bought for the Republican oncologic
center of the Karakalpakstan Ministry of Health.

Republican andinternational events

Support was provided in organization of the
international conference "Joint actions to
mitigate the consequences of the Aral
catastrophe: new approaches, innovative
solutions, investments” (6-7 June, Tashkenf,
Muynak) and the international conference
“Water for land reclamation, economic sectors
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and natural environment in the context of
climate change” (6-7 November, Tashkent).

The IFAS Agency took part in the scientific
expedition to the Northern Prearalie (16-23 May)
and in the 8th World Water Forum (19-22 March,
Brazil). The Agency provided support and assis-
tance in organization of the UNDP's action
“100 marathons, 100 days, 1 reason: Water” in
form of a six-day expedition fto Prearalie,
including 3 days along the 120-km stretch on the
dried bed of the Aral Sea from Muynak to Wes-
tern Sea and along Ustyurt (17-22 November).

Work completed by request of the
Government of Uzbekistan and the republican
ministries and departments

Assistance was provided for preparation of
documents, policy briefs, notes and reports,
including preparation and publication of the
book “Water Resources Management in Uzbe-
kistan™, as well as in the fulfillment of Decrees of
the Uzbekistan's Cabinet of Ministers; the Agen-
cy worked on citizen appeals to the virtual
chamber of the President of Uzbekistan
regarding the Aral Sea problem and took partin
the Sectoral working group on the establish-
ment of the UN Multi-Partner Human Security
Trust Fund for the Aral Sea region (initiated by
the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev
atthe 72" UN GA sessionin 2017).

Regional and international cooperation

The Agency hosts and assists in organization of
joint workshops together with the National
Water Partnership of Uzbekistan. Work meetings
were held with the team of experts from the
Korean International Cooperation Agency
(KOICA) Project "ICT-based Integrated Water
Resources Management System in Uzbekistan™.
More than 30 meetings, negofiations and
consultations with representatives of autho-
ritative international organizations, financial
institutions and donors were held.

Media outreach

Materials of the IFAS Agency were published in
a number of natfional and international print
media and online magazines: 9 August, the
Asahi Shimbun, Japan; 29 August, Turon 24; 17
June, Narodnoye Slovo; anhor.uz, Vesti.uz,
ctzn.uz and others. Reports on events held by
the Agency were regularly translated on
nafional TV-channels “Uzbekistan 24", “Yosh-
lar”, “Uzreport”, etc., as well as on Karakal-
pakstan and Khorezm TV. Assistance was



Section 3. IFAS and Other Regional Organizations in Central Asia

the Aral Sea crisis” (March); as part of the US
Cochran Fellowship* and California University
Program, took part in the study tfour on
conservation irrigafion technologies (8-22
September, California, USA). The Agency
received the group of students and lecturers
from the Colgate University, USA. During the
meeting, the Aral Sea problems and the ways
for solution under umbrella of IFAS were
presented (25 May).

rendered to German television ARD® in the
production of a documentary video piece
about the Aral Sea problems that was
demonstrated on the German central TV on the
14" of June.

Capacity building and education

The head of the IFAS Agency delivered alecture
to students of the Tashkent Institute of Irrigation
and Agricultural Mechanization Engineers

(THAME) on the theme “Towards the solution of Source: GEFIFAS Agency; https://aral.uz/wp/about/

3.3. ICWC of Central Asia

The Interstate Commission for Water Coordination in Central Asia (ICWC) is a
regional body of the CA states that deals with the issues related to control,
efficient use and protection of water from the interstate sources of the Aral
Sea basin and implements jointly developed programs on the basis of
cooperation and mutualrespect for the parties' interests. The Commission was
formed on the 18" of February 1992. The organizational set-up of ICWC s
shownin the figure below.
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° “Arbeitsgemeinschaft der &ffentlich-rechtlichen Rundfunkanstalten der Bundesrepublik Deutschland
¢ Program of the US Department of Agriculture — the Cochran Fellowship Program provides training opportunities for senior and mid-level
specialists and administrators working in agriculture from the public and private sectors.
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3.3.1. ICWC Meetings

In 2018, ICWC held three meetings: 73° (3 May,
Kyzyl-Orda), 74" (22 August, Turkmenbashi), and
75" meeting (27 November, Dushanbe). ICWC
members from Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkme-
nistan, and Uzbekistan®, as well as executive
bodies (SIC ICWC, Secretariat of ICWC, BWO
Amu Darya and BWO Syr Darya) and invited
persons took partin those meetings.

Issues addressed

The main items on the agenda of the meetings
were the limits of water withdrawals and the
operation regimes of reservoir cascades in the
Syr Darya and the Amu Darya basins. The Com-
mission considered and approved forecasts
and water limits for growing (2018) and non-
growing (2018-2019) seasons and summarized
their use in growing and non-growing seasons
(2017-2018). The parties agreed to finalize and
negotiate the approval of the acceptable
operation regime of the "Bakhri Tojik” reservoir
for the growing season 2018 (73 meeting). It
was recommended for BWO Syr Darya together
with Kazakh experts to analyze the data from
gauging stations and report the results to ICWC
members (75" meeting).

Concerning the draft Agreement between
the Governments of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,

3.3.2. ICWC Working Groups

According to a decision of the 73 meeting of
ICWC, the Kazakh Ministry of Agriculture, BWO
Amu Darya, BWO Syr Darya and SIC ICWC have
set the list of actions to be done as part of the
“2018-2019 Work plan of ICWC working groups”
and updated the membership in the working
groups.

In 2018, based on commitments made
under the Plan, SIC ICWC did work in the
following directions.

“Water conservation”:

Developed key elements for revision of
water-allowance zoning, given the cur-
rent climatic, soil and hydrogeological
conditions. Prepared a project proposal
on "“Correction of water-allowance
zoning (boundaries of water-allowance

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan on the
Information and Analytical Support of Water
Management, Use, and Profection in the Aral
Sea Basin and the Arrangement of Interstate
Exchange of Information, SIC ICWC was entrus-
ted with continuation of the efforts on infor-
mation collection and dissemination under ifs
mandate and in line with existing agreements.
The parties also took into account the fact that
the Tajik side refrained from work under the Draft
Agreement until its own national information
system of water resources was developed (74"
meeting).

Asto the “Implementation Plan on strengthening
ICWC activities in key directions”, given the lack
of financial support from donors, the ICWC
members decided to fulfill the plan in 2018-2019
by subordinate agencies and executive bodies
of ICWC at their own expense (73 meeting).
Active efforts of ICWC on the development of
ASBP-4 (75" meeting) and appeal to EC IFAS
Chairman on inclusion of representatives of all
ICWC executive bodiesinto RWG for selection of
project proposals were supported (74"
meetfing). The ICWC members deemed it
appropriate to invite the Chairman of EC IFAS to
ICWC meetings.

zones and revision of crop irrigation
schedules”;

Analyzed forecasts of potential reduction
of water withdrawal by two scenarios: i)
business as usual (BAU); ii) decrease in
resources (due to climate change and
increased diversion of water by
Afghanistan) approximately by 8 km’
along the Amu Darya and by 2 km® along
the SyrDarya;

“Implementation of integrated water resource
management and adaptation to climate
change”:

In 2018, additional 50 IWRM practices
were added to the database and
interactive map of best practices on
water, land and energy use and

° Since the 68" meeting, representatives of the Kyrgyz Republic have not taken part in ICWC activity
¢ Approved and recommended at 63° ICWC meeting (18-19 April 2014, Tashkent)
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environmental protectionin Central Asia’,
including 12 practices for Kazakhstan;
12 practices for Kyrgyzstan; 7 practices for
Tajikistan; 6 practices for Turkmenistan;
and 13 practices for Uzbekistan (SIC admi-
nistered population of the database);

Prepared proposals on further develop-
ment of basin councils at BWO Syr Darya
and BWO Amu Darya and their territorial
branches and the draft model By-laws of
BWO Water Council.

“Improvement of water accounting quality and
accuracy”:

m Prepared project proposal resume

“Establishnment of zonal metrological
centers in fransboundary basins of Syr
Darya and Amu Darya” for ifs inclusion
info ASBP-4;

Jointly with BWO Syr Darya and other
concerned organizations, prepared a
project proposal *Automation of gauging
stations throughout the Syr Darya River
basin”. Importance of this subject was

noted in the Joint Communiqué of the
Summit held in Turkmenbashi.

“Building capacity of regional and national
organizations™:

m Prepared training course on R-program-

ming "Opportunities of utilizihg remote
sensing for applied problems”;

Prepared a project proposal "Building
capacities for the improvement of
vocational water training system in CA
countries” forits inclusion into ASBP-4. The
project provides for update of the current
courses and development of new courses
and modern methods of training, e.g.
e-learning;

Worked on organization of e-learning
courses on topical water management
issues for CA countries;

Developed the Training Center web-site,
which is fo include information on all
capacity building events in the water
sphere in CA countries.

3.3.3. Activities of ICWC Executive Bodies in 2018

Executive bodies of ICWC

BWO

Amu Darya

Responsible for routine management and distribution of water resources among the riparian
states, timely and reliable delivery of water, according to the agreed limits, to users, and
provision of sanitary and environmental flow for Prearalie and the Aral Sea. Established in
September 1, 1987, with the headquartersin Urgench and four territorial divisions.

Responsible for routine management and distribution of water resources among the riparian
states, timely and reliable delivery of water, according to the agreed limits, to users, and
provision of sanitary and environmental flow for Prearalie and the Aral Sea. Established in
September 1, 1987, with the headquartersin Tashkent and four territorial divisions.

ICWC
Secretariat

Responsible for fulfilment of ICWC assignments, preparatfion, fogether with other executive
bodies, of programs, measures and draft decisions for ICWC meetings, control over the flow of
funds from ICWC founding states for financing of ICWC executive bodies (allocated for field
operations, capitalrepairs, etc.), and coordination of infernational contacts. Established by the
decision of the §"ICWC meeting on the 10" of October 1993 in Dushanbe.

Responsible for backstopping of ICWC activities on regional and global stages. Confributes to
fransboundary water cooperation and sustainable watermanagementin Central Asia through
information support, training, networking, research, and expertise. Established on the 5" of
December 1992, with the headquartersin Tashkent and 3 branches.

Coordinates and implements technological policy in the field of mefrological support to ICWC
programs and decisions on the use, protection and accounting of water resources in sources
and systems. Established on the 23 October 1999, with the headquartersin Bishkek.

7 Interactive map was developed by SIC ICWC upon request of CAREC as part of the Project “Promotion of dialogue for conflict prevention
related to water nexus in Central Asia (CAWECOOP)” financed by EU.
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Location of Executive Bodies

SIC ICWC Branch

(Kazakhstan) g

SIC ICWC Branch
(Kyrgyzstan)

SiC ICWC

(Head Office)
SIC ICWC Branch
(Tajikistan)

Lower Darya
Waterworks
Division

Amu Darya
Inter-Republican
Canals Division
(Upradik)

BWO Amu Darya
Head Office)

Takhiatash
Urgench

Turkmenabad

Ashgabat
(]

Middle Darya
Waterworks
Division

Upper Darya
Waterworks
Division

BWO Amu Darya

In 2018, BWO Amu Darya contfinued working on
interstate water allocation and real-time
control over observance of the established
water withdrawal limits, on modernization and
operation of waterworks facilities that are under
responsibility of BWO, and prepared materials
for and participated in three ICWC meetings
and 11 meetings of water managers of the
river'slowerreaches onwater allocationissues.

Regional and international cooperation

In the course of 2018, BWO Amu Darya
maintained cooperation with EC IFAS, national
water agencies of Turkmenistan and Uzbe-
kistan, National Hydrometeorological Services,
SIC ICWC, CAREC, and GIZ. Representatives of
BWO Amu Darya and ifs territorial branches took
part in regional programs, conferences, and
training workshops, including:
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ICWC
Secretariat

K Almaty

Bishkek

cMmcicwc
Chirchik o charvak

Naryn-Karadarya
Territorial Division

Charvak Reservoir
Operation Authority

Upper Chirchik
Territorial Division

BWO Syr Darya
(Head Office)

Gulistan Administration
for Hydroschemes
and Dustlik Canal

m final workshop “Transboundary Water
Management Adaptation in the Amu
Darya River Basin to Climate Change and
Future Challenges: Tools and Recommen-
dations” as part of the USAID-PEER
research project “Transboundary water
management adaptation fo climate
change uncertainties in the Amu Darya
Riverbasin” (31.01-01.02.18 , Tashkent);

m fraining workshop as part of the Nexus
Project on preparation of project pro-
posals  for their inclusion into ASBP-4
(Urgench);

With the support of GIZ, training was organized
for BWO's staff on how fo handle the web-site of
BWO Amu Darya, and the hardware and
software for evaluation of snow cover in the
catchment area of the Amu Darya River was
provided.

Source: BWO Amu Darya



BWO Syr Darya is responsible for diversion of
water from the Naryn, Karadarya, SyrDarya and
Chirchikrivers and its distribution between state-
water users through hydroschemes, intake and
distribution structures and canals. For efficient
use of water resources and regular and failure-
free supply of water to users BWO Syr Darya
ensures maintenance of hydraulic structures,
canals, gauging stations, communications,
buildings and othersites that are on the books of
BWO's territorial branches.

Activities undertakenin 2018

preventive maintenance to avoid faults
of the automated control and monitoring
system at large and important structures,
such as Uchkurgan and Upper Chirchik
hydroschemes; annual scheduled che-
cking of gauging stations; current repairs
of hydraulic structures at Parkent canal
and Big Keles main canal;

repair and replacement of gates at:
check structures of the Dustlik canal and
South Golodnostepskiy canal (SGC) and
escape structure of the Big Fergana
canal;

current repairs of gates at headwork of
SGC and on 58 km of Dustlik canal and
the K-96 outlet of the same canal;

power-aid cleaning and rehabilitation of
slope-sides of Dustlik canal, BFC and the
dam of feeder canal;

reconstruction and modernization of Kuy-
ganiar hydroscheme®: work was conti-
nued on rehabilitation of discharge
carrier and reconsfruction of tail-water
site;

work completed on design specifications
and estimations of the following structu-
res: reconsfruction of tail-water of the
headwork of North Fergana canal;
reconstruction and modernization of me-
chanical part of Kuyganiar hydroscheme
at the Karadarya River; reconstruction
and modernization of the SGC headwork
and the Dustlik canal's headwork.

BWOQO SyrDarya

In 2018, the ICWC Secretariat jointly with other
executive bodies took part in organization of
three meetings of ICWC and in the fulfilment of
ICWC decisions and instructions. Jointly with
agencies of the Tajik ministries of energy and
water resources and foreign affairs and
international financing organizations, the
Secretariat was involved in preparation and
organization of the International High-Level
Conference onInternational Decade for Action
“Water for Sustainable Development, 2018-
2028, which finally adopted the Declaration
“Promoting Action and Policy Dialogue™ (19-22
June, Dushanbe).

The ICWC Secretariat organized the
roundtable on "Achievement of sustainable
development goals and gender mainstreaming
challenges of water management and sani-
tation in Tajikistan™. Representatives of the Tajik
Ministry of Energy and Water Resources, Land
Reclamation and Irrigation Agency, Commit-
tee for Nature Protection and the Committee
for Women and Family Affairs fook part in this
event (28 August, Dushanbe).

ICWC Secretariat

Organizational and technical activity

SIC together with other bodies of ICWC was
involved in preparation and organization of
three ICWC meetings and in fulfilment of ICWC
decisions and orders. SIC continued working on
the “Implementation Plan on strengthening
ICWC activities in key directions”. The Center
took part in preparation of the Summit of the
Heads of IFAS Founder-State, implementation of
the adopted Joint Communiqué and fulfilment
of the CA counfry presidents' inifiatives.
Technical, information and expert assistance
was rendered to national and regional
organizations through fimely provision of
relevant materials on theirrequest.

Information and analytical activity

The regional database was populated with
information over 2016-2017 (on all provinces of
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan). The databases on
the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya basins were
updated on ten-day basis (jointly with BWO

® Kuyganiar hydroscheme was built in 1939. The capacity is 1,210 m¥/s. The hydroscheme was damaged as a result of strong floods in 2010.
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Amu Darya and BWO Syr Darya). Analytical
reports on water management situation in the
region were prepared for growing and non-
growing seasons.

The reports on water management situation
in river basins provided ten-day and monthly
data on operation regimes of large reservoir
hydroschemes, the data on river channel
balances and reservoir water balances
(including evaluation of balance discrepancies
and water losses), on water supply to Prearalie
and the Aral Seq, as well as the information on
deviation of actual river water withdrawals from
the established water withdrawal limits (to
assess water deficit or over-use in the countries
and uniformity of water distribution in time and
space). The analytical reports are uploaded on
the CAWater-Info portal and submitted 1o ICWC
meetings so that managers of water agencies
can take appropriate measures.

SIC continued working on forecast assess-
ments of water availability in the Syr Darya and
the Amu Darya basins based on the computer-
aided retrieval of analog-years. The assessment
was made by the beginning of the growing
season and then updated (adjustment pro-
ceeding from the actual water-management
situation) against the inflow to upstream
reservoirs in the Syr Darya basin (Toktogul,
Andizhan, and Charvak reservoirs) and the Amu
Darya runoff at Kelif section (upstream of intake
to Garagumdatya).

During the year, based on real-time data
from the BWO Amu Darya and BWO Syr Darya,
river channel balances were calculated and
ten-day analysis of water management
sifuation was made in e-format, including short
explanatory notes.

Information and publications

In 2018, the Regional Information System on
Water and Land Use in ASB (CAWater-IS),
analytical tools and models, data and
knowledge bases, regional web-resources,
including the CA water and environment
knowledge portal (CAWater-Info), ICWC, SIC
ICWC, and EECCA NWO web-sites, as well as
the ASB management model (ASBmm) and the
WUEMOCA toolwere further developed.

16 publications on water management and
law were issued and disseminated in e-format
(see “Publicationsin 2018"). The knowledge base

’ As part of the Partnerships for Enhanced Engagement in Research (PEER)
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“"Water in Central Asia” was populated with 775
new enfries, such as monographs, research
papers, manuals, references and other
publications (www.cawater-info.net/bk/). The
Atlas of water-management and environmental
organizations in the EECCA countries was
updated.

SIC ICWC publishes a weekly bulletin “Water
management, irigation and ecology in Central
Asia”. The bulletin contains water, ecology, and
energy highlights from Central Asia and all over
the world. Ten-day analysis of water-manage-
ment situation in the Syr Darya and the Amu
Darya, as well as information on the past and
future conferences, seminars, exhibitions and
new publications are provided as well. The
bulletin is disseminated every week among
ICWC members and all concerned institutions.
The bulletins are available on:
www.cawater-
info.net/informationexchange/e-bulletins.htm.

Research and expertise

The following projects and work were
undertaken by SICin2018:

Completed the research project “Transboun-
dary water management adaptation to
climate change uncertainties in the Amu Darya
River basin”.” Published the book “Future of the
Amu Darya basin in the context of climate
change”, with the project findings: analysis of
the current interstate water management
system and future development in the Amu
Darya basinup to 2050, including climate and its
impact on water supply and demand;
proposals for flow regulation by reservoir
hydroschemes; measures to improve efficiency
and productivity of water, land, and hydro-
energy; proposals for improvement of the legal
framework of cooperation. The project results
were presented and discussed with stakehol-
ders at the final workshop “Transboundary
Water Management Adaptation in the Amu
Darya River Basin to Climate Change and



Future Challenges: Tools and Recommenda-
tions” (January 31 -February 1,2018, Tashkent).

Continued work on the project “Support to
the Network of Russian speaking water
management organizations” with the support
of UNECE. SIC organized the International
EECCA NWO Conference “Water for Land
Reclamation, Economic Sectors and Natural
Environment in the context of Climate Change”
(6-7 November, Tashkent). Collections of
scientific papers (volumes 1 and 2) were issued,
the Network's web-site and "Atlas of water-
management and environmental organiza-
tions” were updated; the knowledge base of
the CAWater-Info portal as one of the sources of
knowledge of EECCA NWO was populated.

Work continued on the CAWA (Regional
Research Network “Water in Cenfral Asia”)
Project. In particular, monthly data on irrigated
land and actual irrigation water intake was
collected at district level of ASB (except for
Turkmenistan) over 2000-2017, aggregated to
province level and submitted to developers of
WUEMOoCA for algorithm calibrations; validation
of WUEMoCA data against statistics was made;
the yield forecast model was adapted for the
Fergana Valley conditions and validity of RS-
datawas checked.

SIC contributed largely to WUEMoCA
through the development of indicators
implemented via the tool's interface for the
whole territory of Cenftral Asia from 2000 to 2018.
This allowed getting important information on
water use efficiency, including evaluation of
water losses and water availability for crops,
besides the information on land use. Another
important confribution is the development of
the User Polygon Tool, which approximates
WUEMOoCA to user's needs (basin and other
water-management organizations) as much as
possible — drawing of user-defined areas of
interest, inputting of water data (e.g. on water
infake at area boundaries) and getting
information from the tool on how to use water
efficiently within the defined area (what are
water losses), what is water availability of
irgated land as compared to crop water
requirements (based on climate data proces-
sing), where water is not enough or abundant,
whatis productivity of irrigated land.

As part of the UNRCCA Project “Early
Warning Bulletin”, four e-bulletins were issued.
The bulletins contain information on the actual
sifuation in the Syr Darya and the Amu Darya
basins for current month and the forecast for the
next month. The Bulletin is a resource, which
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provides all the Central Asian states and their
infernational partners with improved capacity
to monitor regularly the status of transboundary
rivers and warn early of potential issues that
require attentfion. It provides information on
daily operation regimes of large hydropower
stationsin the above basins, the data on energy
generation and idle discharges from the
stations (if exist) and energy losses. The data on
daily river channel balances by river reach
(including water losses, amount of regulated
flow, etc.), on reservoir water balances, and
water supply to the Northern Aral Sea and the
Large Aral Seq, as well as on dynamics of water
volume, level, and area in the Aral Sea can be
foundin the Bulletin.

Prepared Water Yearbook: Central Asia and
around the Globe, which highlighted key
developments and events on water-related
subjects in Central Asia and globally over 2017.
With the support of UNRCCA, the Yearbook was
also translated into English and published in
English and Russian.

Started work on “Evaluation of farming
activities supported by climate sub-loans in
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan” as part of the
confract with  CAREC under the “Climate
Adaptation and Mitigation Program for the Aral
Sea Basin” (CAMP4ASB). Over the past period,
an evaluation methodology of farming
activities supported by sub-loans was
developed in terms of their impact on
adaptation to climate change and/or carbon
footprint. Field visits to pilot areas in Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan were arranged and information
on the selected sub-projects was summarized.
The first version on the report on sub-projects,
evaluationresults andlessons learnt was drafted
and preliminary recommendations were made.

ASBP-4 development

SIC's experts submitted to ICWC members
summaries of 20 project proposals for ASBP-4,
including 19 regional projects. Suggestions to
conduct an inventory of uncompleted and
unimplemented projects under ASBP-3 and the
ways to organize work for elaborating ASBP-4
were formulated and submitted to EC IFAS.
Consultations with EC IFAS were continued on
re-launching of work with ADB on “Water
Management in the Amu Darya basin in the
face of climate change and other future
challenges”. Detailed analysis of institutional
and legal framework of cooperation was
completed and proposals for improvement
were put forward.



Capacity building and training

In 2018, SIC's experts took part in various fraining
events:

jointly with the Ministry of Water Resources
of Uzbekistan and TIIAME, prepared
curricula, lectures and held training for
personnel of hydrological and land
reclamation field offices, managers of
pump station and energy authorities,
reservoir management authorities, cent-
ral administration of the Ministry of Water
Resources, managers of district irrigation
divisions, and heads of basin irigation
system authorities (October-December,
TIAME);

one-day fraining as part of the EU
Program “Sustainable management of
water resources in rural areas in Uzbe-
kistan: Technical capacity building”. The
fraining was held on the theme "De-
velopment of water user associafions”
and addressed legal, institutional,
technical and financial aspects of WUA
functioning (August in Khorezm,
Kashkadarya, Surkhandarya, Fergana,
Samarkand, and Syrdarya provinces);

lectures delivered on international water
law at the Pan-Asia Workshop on Water
Governance:internationalwaterlaw and
multi-stakeholder processes (13-15
December, Kunming, China).

SIC's experts:

finalized the training course in R-prog-
ramming “Opportunities of utilizing re-
mote sensing for applied problems”,
including lectures and exercises on:
upload of RS-data; basic functions of R;
spectral analysis of RS-data; regression
analysis of spectral and bio-physical
data; linearmodeling and classification;

upon UNESCO's request, developed the
section “International water law: a
regional Central Asian perspective” to
the fraining course “"Hydrodiplomacy,
legal and institutional aspects of water
resources governance: from the interna-
fionalto the domestic perspective”;

developed web-site of the ICWC Training
Center, which contains information on
tfraining activity undertaken under
umbrella of ICWC, including materials of
fraining courses, training reports, publi-
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cations of the Training Center, the data
on partners in CA countries and other
relevantinformation.

SIC's experts published 23 papers in different
publications. SIC staffimproved its qualifications
through national and regional courses,
workshops, and frainings.

International cooperation

SIC kept maintaining cooperation with embas-
sies, infernational financing institutions and
organizations (WB, ADB, UNESCO, UNDP, OSCE,
SDC) and took part in activities of UNECE, World
Water Council (WWC), ICID, GWP, INBO and
IWRA.

The Memorandum of Cooperation was
signed between the International Water
Assessment Cenfre (IWAC) and SIC (30 May,
Geneva, Switzerland). The Memo envisages
cooperation on research, methodological and
technical support to the CA countriesin the field
of protection and use of transboundary
watercourses.

SIC met with the Acting Director of UNESCO
Office in Uzbekistan, senior consultant of the
Water Partner Foundation (the Netherlands),
Swiss Regional Water Advisor in Kazakhstan,
representatives of WB, energy mission of EBRD,
Head of the UN Regional Centre for Preventive
Diplomacy for Central Asia, Director of the ADB's
Environment, Natural Resources, and Agricul-
ture Division, and the Ambassador of France in
Uzbekistan. Different aspects of cooperation
were discussed during the meetings, including
water governance and strategic planning in
CA.

SIC took an active part in the work of ICWC
working groups, preparation of discussion notes,
reports, and presentations and in organization
of international events and publicafion of
materials.

SIC continued disseminating the Russian
versions of materials of WWC and INBO in the
EECCA countries (INBO Newsletter, Internatio-
nal News of IOWater); maintained the web-site
of the EECCA NWO and Russian versions of
WWC, INBO, and IOWater.

The Center also keeps playing a coordina-
ting role in the activity of ICID working group for
the counfries under socio-economic transfor-
mation.

SICICWC
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3.3.4. Visit of ICWC Delegation to Rogun HPP

On 28 November 2018, upon the invitafion of
the Tajik side ICWC delegation visited the Rogun
HPP, which is under construction. Mr. Anvar
Rakhmonov, chief operations officer, presented
the constructed facility and provided detailed
information on key structures of the HPP.

Currently, 67 companies are engaged with
construction and assembly work, including
contractors from Russia, Iran, Ukraine, China,
and Germany. Mr. Rakhmonov underlined that
all activities are based on the design of Rogun
HPP developed by the Central Asian branch of
the Gidroproekt Institute (Tashkent) in the Soviet
period.

The World Bank also highly assessed that
design. By present, 52 km of the tunnel have
been consfructed out of planned 74 km. The
cost of completed work, including that done
during the Soviet period, is $3.2 billion.
Additionally $4.5 billion will be required to end
the construction.

Headwater. On the 26" of November 2016, the
Vakhsh River was dammed. The dam is erected
out of 42 million tons of filing material, and the
accumulated water volume is 254 million m®.
Water is retained by a temporary dam. The
construction is planned to be completed by
2027. The design normal reservoir water level is
to be achieved by 2032.

Salt dome. The delegation asked about
measures taken to protect the salt dome at the
bottom of the dam. It is well-known that salt
formation is linked to the lonaksh fault, which
passes under the upstream fill of the dam.
Mr. Rakhmonov explained that the salt dome
will be blocked by bored piles and sheet piling. It
is also planned to build an additional tunnel for
permanent monitoring.

Conveyer system. For filling of the dam and
fransportation of construction materials to the
site, a 9 km conveyer system is constructed. Its
capacity is to be 3,000 tons per hour. At present,
5km of the system has been completed.

Indoor switchgears. Indoor switchgears with gas
insulation designed for all six aggregates of
Rogun HPP were put intfo operation on the 16 of
November 2018. 220 kV and 500 kV gas
insulated switchgears were installed. 220 kV
switchgears will be used forinternal needs of the
enterprise. Electricity will be supplied from the
distribution hub to the single energy system
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On the right,-headwatercreated by temporary dam and the
construction site, which will be flooded in the future

Part of the conveyer system for construction of the-Roghun HPP
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through six 500 kV transmission lines. On the 16"
of November, a 500 kV Dushanbe-Rogun
tfransmission line was put into operation.
Installation of the equipment bought at $50
million, including from the German Siemens,
was started in February and completed by
November?2018.

Escape. The initial project design planned
escape for a flood flow of 5,400 m®/s; now the
maximum discharge of spillway funnels is
increased to 7,800 m®/sin total.

Turbine hall. The first aggregate (No.6) of the
Rogun HPP was launched on the 16" of
November 2018. Now, it operates on temporary
blade wheel and generates 100-115 MW,
Aggregate No.5 is planned to be launched in
April 2019. These two aggregates will operate at
lower head. Six aggregates, 600 MW each, are
to be installed at the hydropower plant. All six
aggregates are to be commissioned in
December2024.

Detailed:
http://sic.icwc-aral.uz/releases/eng/337.htm
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3.4. ICSD of Central Asia

The Interstate Commission on Sustainable Development (ICSD) was established
by the decision of the Interstate Council for the Aral Sea Basin in 1993. It is
enfrusted with the mission of coordination and management of regional
cooperation in the field of environmental protection and sustainable
development of the CA states. The organizational setup of ICSD and location of its
executive bodies are shownin the figures below.

Chairman of ICSD
(Head of environmental agency in a CA country, on rotation basis)

3 membelrs of ICSD 3 membelrs of ICSD 3 membelrs of ICSD 3 members of ICSD 3 membelrs of ICSD
) . Steering committee on REPSD CA
L . Advisory Council (one official per country)
Scientific-Information (experts of the network
Secretariat Center (SIC ICSD) for sustainable Regional Center of Central Asia for
of ICSD with branches development, renewable energy
in each country representatives of

NEEE oiE S e Public Council at ICSD

Regional Mountain Center of CA

Environmental Youth Network of CA
L |
Bodies established by ICSD decision

o
Astana

Al.mo’ry

)
Bish?ei\
Tashkent
®

RMC CA - established by
. ICSD decision of 21.06.07.
ICSD Secretariat, Located in Bishkek,
permanent body

established in Ashkhabad, .Dushonbe Kyrgyzstan

Turkmenistan .Ashkhq bad

Regional Center of Ceniral Asia for

renewable energy (HQ) - Statute and Provi-
SIC ICSD (HQ) sions on Management Board approved by ICSD
established by the ICSD in Tashkent on 26.05.09 and adopted by the
decision of 10.08.95 in Chairman of EC IFAS in August 2011. Accredited
Ashkhabad, Turkmenistan at the Uzbek MFA in Tashkent since August 2012.
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Activities of the ICSD's Executive Bodies in
2018

The work was confinued on further enhance-
ment of the Commission's activities, solution of
regional environmental issues, updating of the
Regional Environmental Program for Sustai-
nable Development in Central Asia (REPSD CA)
for the five CA countries, and development of
ASBP-4.

Updating of REPSD CA

Active efforts were taken to develop the REPSD
CA:

Within the framework of the Central Asia
Climate Change Conference 2018, a
session was held to discuss a draft
Framework guidelines for the promotion
of country processes on REPSD CA and
establish Regional Working Groups (24-25
January, Aimaty);

Requests were sent to the CA countries to
establish a National Working Group,
including the Terms of Reference for in-
country consultations (March);

The first round of national consultations in
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan
(April-May) and the Coordination
Meeting of the Second Central Asian
International Environmental Forum (5-8
June, Tashkent) were held;

A working meeting of the heads of
environmental agencies in the Central
Asian counfries was organized to discuss
topical issues within the framework of
IFAS-ICSD (August 22, Turkmenbashi) as
well as a Coordination Meeting of the
Regional Group members, who agreed
on the REPSD CA plan for 2019 and the
tentative schedule of working meetings
(December 10-11, Aimaty).

Development of ASBP-4

Two project proposals on insfitutional and
environmental directions of ASBP-4 were
drafted and submitted to the National Working
Group members in Turkmenistan for considera-
fion and inclusion info the Program (Decem-
ber).

United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC)

A representative of ICSD attended the 24"
Session of the Conference of the Parties
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(COP24) to UNFCCC (2-14 December, Kato-
wice, Poland), the 48" session of the UNFCCC
Subsidiary Bodies and the sessions of the Ad Hoc
Working Group on the Paris Agreement (30 Ap-
ri-2 May, Bonn, Germany; 4-2 September, Bang-
kok, Thailand).

Regional and International Cooperation

ICSD representatives actively parficipated in
regional and international events: Regional
Forum on Sustainable Development for the
UNECE Region (1-2 March, Geneva); Regional
Meeting on strengthening intersectoral
cooperation on water resources management
and fostering the role of water to promote
sustainable development and the implementa-
tion of Agenda 2030 (12-13 July, Almaty); 7" and
8" Meetings of the EU-Central Asia Working
Group on Environment and Climate Change
(6-7 February, Brussels, Belgium; 7-8 June,
Tashkent, Uzbekistan); activities under the
Central Asia Nexus Dialogue Project: Fostering
Water, Energy and Food Security Nexus Dio-
logue and Multi-Sector Investment (Nexus) (7-9
September, Aimaty; 5-6 December, Ashgabat);
22" Session of the Working Group (WG) on
Water, Energy and Environment of the United
Nations Special Program for the Economies of
Central Asia (SPECA) (2 October, Astana), etc.

Capacity Building and Education
ICSD experts participatedin:

Webinars for water managers of Turkme-
nistan and academic staff of TIAME on
the “Use of collector-drainage water in
imgated agriculture” (20 November) and
“Water-saving technologies and effec-
tive methods of irrigation water use appli-
cable to the Uzbek and Turkmen condi-
tions” (December 27) organized at the
premises of the CAREC information and
training class at the National Institute of
Deserts, Flora and Fauna of Turkmenistan.

A series of workshops on climate change
and climate forecasts (September, Ash-
gabat); International Workshop “Succes-
ses achieved in environmental protection
and infernatfional cooperatfion in the
course of the year entitled “Turkmenistan
—inthe heart of the Great Silk Road” (6 De-
cember, Ashgabat);

Lectures delivered by Professor of Interna-
tional Law S.Vinogradov at the Academy
of State Service at the President of
Turkmenistan (20 December, Ashgabat).

Secretariat, ICSD


http://ca-climate.org/eng/events/conference/2018/
http://ca-climate.org/eng/events/conference/2018/
https://cop24.gov.pl/index.html
https://cop24.gov.pl/index.html
http://enb.iisd.org/climate/sb48/9may.html
http://enb.iisd.org/climate/sb48/9may.html
http://www.unece.org/rfsd2018
http://www.unece.org/rfsd2018
http://www.unece.org/rfsd2018
https://iwac.kz/index.php/en/ctivities/meetings-seminars/93-regional-meeting-on-strengthening-intersectoral-cooperation-on-water-resources-management-and-fostering-the-role-of-water-to-promote-sustainable-development
https://iwac.kz/index.php/en/ctivities/meetings-seminars/93-regional-meeting-on-strengthening-intersectoral-cooperation-on-water-resources-management-and-fostering-the-role-of-water-to-promote-sustainable-development
https://iwac.kz/index.php/en/ctivities/meetings-seminars/93-regional-meeting-on-strengthening-intersectoral-cooperation-on-water-resources-management-and-fostering-the-role-of-water-to-promote-sustainable-development
https://wecoop2.eu/events/7WGECC
https://wecoop2.eu/events/8WGECC
https://carececo.org/en/main/activity/projects/nexus/
https://carececo.org/en/main/activity/projects/nexus/
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/SPECA/SPECA_WG_WEE/22nd_Session_SPECA_WG_WEE_2018_Astana-Report_final_Draft.pdf
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3.5. Regional Environmental Center for Ceniral Asia (CAREC)

CAREC is an independent, non-profit, nonpolitical international organization,
which assists the Cenfral Asian governments, regional and international
stakeholders and partners in addressing their environmental and sustainable
development issues in Central Asia. The headquarters is located in AImaty, with
the country offices operationalin five Central Asian states.

carec

Country office in
Kazakhstan opened in
Almaty in 2014.

Later relocated to Astana in
2015.

([}
Astana
Almat / CAREC Headquarters in
o Y Almaty, Kazakhstan
O
Bishkek
Tashkent

b CAREC branch in
Kyrgyzstan established in
Bishkek in 2001;
accredited at Kyrgyz MFA

.Dushonbe on 02.03.04

Ashkhabad
®

Project office in
Turkmenistan

(Ashkhabad)

Country office in Uzbekistan
established in Tashkent in
2003; registered at the
Uzbek Ministry of Justice on
02.04.05

In2018, CAREC continued enhancing coopera-
tion to improve the environment in Central Asia.
Together with international partners, state
authorities, local governments, civil society of
the countries in the region, mulfiple important
national and regional initiatives and events
were launched in the field of environmental
protection and sustainable development.

Regional and International Cooperation

The year was full of intensive and productive
efforts in terms of partnership initiatives: ASBP-4
development process launched jointly with EC
IFAS; updating of REPSD CA undertaken
togetherwith ECIFAS, ICSD, EU, GIZ and UNEP.
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CAREC branch in Tajikistan
opened in Dushanbe in 2002;
registered at the Tajik Ministry
of Justice in 2002.

CAREC continued supporting ED IFAS in
Kazakhstan in promotion of water education
reforms. The drafted list of occupational
standards was submitted to the Kazakh Minis-
tries of Labor and Social Protection and of Agri-
culture to pass all required state procedures so
that to be integrated into the formal education
process.

Major events were organized on water
governance, climate change, and regional
cooperation enhancement to reach sustainab-
le developmentin CA:

m Cenftral Asia Climate Change Conferen-
ce 2018 within the framework of the Cli-



http://ca-climate.org/eng/events/conference/2018/
http://ca-climate.org/eng/events/conference/2018/
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mate Adaptation and Mitigation Prog-
ram for Aral Sea Basin (CAMP4ASB) and
as a continuation of the World Bank's
initiative for climate change knowledge
andinformation exchange in Central Asia
(24-25 January, Almaty). It brought toge-
ther more than 250 representatives from
governmental and non-governmental
agencies, academia, development part-
ners, multilateral development banks,
civil society and business companies that
work in the area of climate change
adaptation in the region and beyond.
The participants discussed different
dimensions of adaptation in the region -
Policy, Research, Best practices, Climate
Finance and Climate Information Servi-
ces. Discussions and information exchan-
ges will contribute to new directions for
further climate research, climate policy
framework, promote integrated approa-
ches and openroutes to new partnerships
for climate resilient development in the
region;

m a regional meeting of representatives of
the MFA's and parliaments of the coun-
tries of CA and Afghanistan organized
with the support of the Stockholm
International Water Institute (SIWI) to
identify ways for further cooperation in
the field of water diplomacy (26 January,
Almaty). For the first time, representatives
of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
participated in the event. During the
meeting, the participants presented
analysis of proposals and expectations
gathered during the work of the platform
for interaction of representatives of the
MFAs and parliaments of CA countries
over 2016-2017, as well as the draft road-
map of cooperation and the draft work
plan for 2018-2020, which were develo-
ped on the basis of a series of meetings:
both at the national and regionallevels. In
addition, the participants also talked
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about the results of the national consulta-
tions held in the countries, during which
suggestions were made for further work of
the site;

m Second Cenftral Asian International Envi-
ronmental Forum on the theme “Streng-
thening Cooperation on Environment
and Sustainable Development in Central
Asia” (5-8 June, Tashkent);

m first Small Basin Councils Forum of Central
Asia and Afghanistan organized in Bish-
kek (26-27 November, Bishkek). The event
brought together 140 representatives of
the Small Basin Councils, relevant minis-
fries and departments of the region, as
well as international organizations and
projects to exchange ideas and expe-
rience within the framework of the USAID-
CAREC Smart Waters project. During the
Forum, an exhibition of project areas,
small fransboundary rivers of the region,
where the project is executed was held.
Smart Waters project specialists and
representatives of the SBC presented the
progress of work and current challenges.

Promoting cooperation on small
transboundary rivers

Since 2012, CAREC, with the support of
infernational development partners (USAID, GIZ,
Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate Policy
of the Netherlands, etc.), has been working on
establishing Small Basin Councilsin the CA states
and Afghanistan. By present, 13 Small Basin
Councils have been established and become
operational.

In 2018, as part of the USAID-financed Smart
Waters Project, CAREC continued activities
related to implementation of basin planning on
small fransboundary rivers in the region. The first
officially recognized small basin councils were
established in Turkmenistan (on the Murghab
River) and Uzbekistan (on the Padshaata River).
Implementation of this component in Turkme-
nistan is based on the new national Water
Code, the updated version of which entered
info force in 2016 and which, for the first fime,
outlined the principles of intfegrated water
resources management, including basin
management. As to Uzbekistan, the established
Basin Council is the first and pilot one and will
serve as an example, based on which decisions
can be made on changes in relevant
legislation.

In 2018, CAREC issued a number of
publications (for more details see Section
“Publicationsin 2018").

Source: CAREC


https://carececo.org/en/main/news/vstrecha-predstaviteley-mid-i-parlamentov-stran-tsentralnoy-azii-i-afganistana/
https://carececo.org/en/main/activity/forum/
https://carececo.org/en/main/activity/forum/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/news/SBC-forum-1/
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Section 4

Bilateral Water
Cooperation Between
the Countries
of Cenftral Asia




4.1. Kazakhstan - Kyrgyzstan

Bilateral water relations between Kazakhstan
and Kyrgyzstan are regulated by the
Agreement on the Use of Water Management
Facilities of Intergovernmental Status on the
Chu and Talas Rivers (21 January 2000). The
Chu-Talas Water Commission (CTWC) is a joint
body, which is to ensure the joint operation of
the water facilities of interstate use and estimate
operational costs required for their safe and
reliable operation.

Meetings. CTWC held 24 meetings from its
establisnmentin 2006 up till 2018.

In 2018, at its 24" meeting, CTWC summa-
rized the results of the work undertaken on water
management facilities of interstate use at the
ChuandTalasriversin 2017; discussed operation
modes of the sfructures for the growing season
of 2018; considered amendments and additions
to the Agreement, as well as the possibility of the
construction of a reservoir along the Aspara
River and the second line of the OCHK-2 canal.
Additionally, progress of the Working Groups on
environmental protection and on adaptation
to climate change and long-term action
programs and implementation of international
projects werereviewed (27 February, Bishkek).

The international conference dedicated to
the 90™ anniversary of the first protocol on
sharing the Talas River between the Kyrgyz
Republic and the Republic of Kazakhstan was
held onthe 27" of JuneinTaraz.

Working Groups. In 2018, the Working Group on
environmental protection established in 2015 at
the CTWC Secretariat held two meetings. At the
5th meeting of the Working Group, the parties
agreed to conduct monitoring of the trans-
boundary Chu, Kara-Balta and Talas Rivers at
preliminary agreed 16 points on 17 hydro-
chemical indicators and share information on
water quality (23 August 2017). During the 6"
meeting of the Working Group, it was decided
to consider inclusion of pesticides in the list of
indicators to be analyzed for the following
comparative analysis of the results in laborao-
tories of Kazakhstan. Applicability of water
quality assessment criteria for the agreed
sampling 2019 was also discussed (16 Novem-
ber, Bishkek). At the 7" meeting, the Working
Group summarized the results of water quality
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monitoring. The Group decided to develop a
procedure for monitoring and infroduce it fo the
next meeting of the Commission (13 December,
Taraz).

The Working Group on adaptation to clima-
te change and long-term action programs
gathered for several meetings. At its 3“ meeting,
the participants discussed the vision and
objectives of the Strategic Action Program,
opportunities and needs for co-financing and
for critical analysis of implementation (18
January, Bishkek). The 4" meeting was combi-
ned with project workshops of the Commission
(12December, Taraz).

Projects. Implementation of the Enabling frans-
boundary cooperation and integrated water
resources management in the Chu and Talas
River Basins (GEF/UNDP/UNECE) project and the
UNECE “Enhancing climate resiience and
adaptive capacity in the transboundary Chu-
Talas basin” project funded by the Government
of Finland is ongoing. The training sessions
“Internet resources for sharing data and infor-
mation: case-study of the Sava Commission's
hydrometeorological and geographic informa-
tion systems” (16-17 January, Bishkek) and
“Transboundary river basin management plan-
ning using as an example the Sava River basin -
opportunities and solutions for the Chu and
Talas river basins” (29-30 March, Taraz) were
held. Cooperation with the International Sava
River Basin Commission is maintained in the
sharing of experience in the field of legal
support and implementation of basin manage-
ment plans and best practices of joint manage-
ment, as well as in exchange of hydrological
data andinformation on water quality.

Head of the Kazakh Party of the CTWC
Secretariat


http://riverbp.net/eng/news/internal/predstaviteli-kazakhstana-i-kyrgyzstana-obsudili-vododelenie-v-chu-talasskom-basseyne-na-konferentsi/
https://www.unece.org/env/water/centralasia/chutalas.html
https://www.unece.org/env/water/centralasia/chutalas.html
https://www.unece.org/env/water/centralasia/chutalas.html
https://www.unece.org/env/water/centralasia/chutalas.html
https://www.unece.org/env/water/centralasia/chutalas.html
https://www.unece.org/env/water/centralasia/chutalas.html
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4.2. Kazakhstan — Turkmenistan

High-Level Meetings

The Presidents of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan
met during the Fifth Caspian Summit (12 August,
Aktau). The Head of Kazakhstan noted that the
two nations are linked by history and the bonds
of brotherhood. Mr. Berdymukhamedov, in turn,
expressed his thanks for the opportunity to
participate in the Summit and noted the
excellent organization of the event. “Today's

4.3. Kazakhstan - Tajikistan

High-Level Meetings

The President of Tajikistan participated in the
Working (Consultative) Meeting of the Heads of
Central Asian States (15 March, Astana). The
President of Uzbekistan, President of Kyrgyzstan,
and the Chairman of the Mejlis of Turkmenistan
also attended the meeting.

The Head of Tajikistan noted that the region
has enormous untapped potential for increa-
sed and deeper trade and economic relations.
Integrated and efficient water and energy use
was mentioned as one of the main elements of
cooperation between the Central Asian states.
It is a key factor of prosperity and sustainable
development in the region. In this context, the
President Emomali Rahmon noted: "In my

4.4. Kazakhstan - Uzbekistan

High-Level Meetings

The President of Kazakhstan met with the
President of Uzbekistan. During the meeting, the
parties underlined that their interstate relations
were actively developing, and the agreements
reached by the states were implemented
consistently thanks to the dialogue maintained
atthe highestlevel (March 15, Aimaty).

Source: https://president.uz/ru/lists/view/1570

Meetings of the Working Group on
Water Management

In November 2016, a joint Kazakh-Uzbek
Working Group was set up to develop proposals
for enhanced bilateral water cooperation. The
Uzbek side of the Working Group is headed by
Sh.Khamraev, Minister of Water Management
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meeting has brought a new dimension to our
relations, which evolved over the centuries. At
the present, we have every opportunity to
further expand our bilateral cooperation,” the
President of Turkmenistan said. Finally, the
parties discussed the agenda of a meeting on
the Aral Sea problems, which was to be held at
the end of Augustin Turkmenistan.

Source: www.akorda.kz

address to the United Nations and in my annual
messages to the national parliament | have
repeatedly stated that Tajikistan has never
caused and will never cause the water-related
problems to its neighbors. Today, | want to stress
once again that we will never leave our
neighbors without water. | believe that open
dialogue, mutual understanding and construc-
tive cooperation would contribute fo the
achievement of our objectives in this regard."
The head of state has expressed his interest in
developing regional partnerships for efficient
and equitable use of water resources.
According to him, the existing hydropower
facilities would provide a solution to the region's
energy and water problem:s.

Source: www.president.tj/ru/node/17287

of Uzbekistan, while Mr.Ye.Nyssanbayev, Vice-
Minister of Agricultfure leads the Kazakh side.

The Working Group gathers to discuss
challengingissuesrelated to water use in middle
and lower reaches of the Syr Darya River and in
other transboundary basins in the territories of
the both countries and suggest ways for further
improvement of bilateral cooperation.

As of 1 January 2019, 5 meetings of the
Working Group were held. At the 5™ meeting,
the parties discussed fulfilment of the decisions
made at the previous meeting, the draft
bilateral water agreement, and coordination of
actions during the growing season (3-4 May,
Kyzylorda).

Source: Ministry of Water Management of the
Republic of Uzbekistan
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4.5. Kyrgyzstan - Tajikistan

High-Level Meetings

On the sidelines of the Meeting of the Council of
Heads of State of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, the President of the Republic of
Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon had a meeting with
the President of Kyrgyzstan Sooronbay Jeen-
bekov to discuss the current state and future
prospects of bilateral good-neighborly relations
(2 June, Qingdao, China). It was noted that
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan have a common
positionin solving global and regionalissues and
pay special attention to the development of
bilateral cooperation in the field of internationall
andregionalsecurity.

The Heads of State exchanged their views on
importance of further expansion of bilateral
frade and economic cooperation, including
boosting of frade turnover between their
countries, unfolding of great potential of
cooperatfion in water and energy, fimely
implementation of the ambitious regional
project — CASA 1000, and setting up of Tajik -
Kyrgyz Intergovernmental Commission on
bilateral matters.

Source: www.president.ti/en/node/17755

4.6. Kyrgyzstan - Turkmenistan

High-Level Meetings

The President of Kyrgyzstan Mr. Sooronbay
Jeenbekov paid a state visit to Turkmenistan
(23-24 August). In the course of negotiations, a
partficular focus was put on strengthening of
regional cooperation, including the solution of
water and energy issues in Central Asia. An
agreement has been reached to promote
regional consensus on the basis of equality,
mutual respect and consideration of the
interests of the partners.

As aresult of negotiations, the Presidents signed
anumber of bilateral documents, including:

m Action Plan for development of bilateral
agricultural cooperation within the
framework of the "Memorandum of
Understanding between the Ministry of
Agriculture and Water Resources of
Turkmenistan and the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Food Industry and Land Reclama-
tion of the Kyrgyz Republic on coopera-
tion in the field of agriculture” signed on
August 5,2015;

4.7. Kyrgyzstan - Uzbekistan

High-Level Meetings

In 2018, the meetings of the Council of Heads of
the Border Regions in Uzbekistan and
Kyrgyzstan, chaired by the Prime Ministers of the
two countries, were held (March, Fergana;
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m Agreement on cooperation in prevention
and elimination of emergencies;

m Declaration on strategic partnership,
deeper friendship and frust between
Turkmenistan and the Kyrgyz Republic,
according fo which in water and energy
sector:

The Parties recognize the importance of
strengthening bilateral and regional coope-
ration on the rational and integrated use of
water and energy resources in Cenfral Asia,
faking info account the interests of all states
in the region. To this end, the Parties will hold
regular consultations with the purpose of
developing mutually beneficial long-term
sustainable mechanismsin this area.

The Parties shall develop cooperation in the
field of energy, including for implementation
ofjoint hydropower projects.

Sources:
http://tdh.gov.tm/news/tm/articles.aspx&article 141
74&cat?2é,
uzbekistan.tmembassy.gov.tm/en/news/16198

December, Osh). The first meeting of the Inter-
Parliamentary Cooperation Commission was
heldin May.

McrtoyHmk: hitps://president.uz/en/lists/view /2226



https://uzbekistan.tmembassy.gov.tm/en/news/16198

Meetings of the Working Group on Water
Management Issues

The Group worked within the framework of the
Intferagency Agreement on the establishment
of a joint bilateral water commission to find
constructive solutions for water and energy
issues.

4.8. Tajikistan — Turkmenistan

The President of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon met
with the President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly
Berdymukhamedov on the sidelines of the
Summit of the Heads of IFAS Founder-States,
where they discussed the ways of improving
cooperation under umbrella of IFAS and its
institutional and legal frameworks (24 August,
Turkmenbashi). The Presidents considered it
important to strengthen cooperation with
financial institutions and donors for addressing

4.9. Tajikistan - Uzbekistan

State Visit of the President of Uzbekistan to
Tajikistan

The President of the Repubilic of Uzbekistan paid
a state visit to Tajikistan, where the parties
discussed the development of bilateral political,
frade and economic, investment, financial,
fransport and communication, water and ener-
gy, fouristic, cultural, humanitarian and intfer-
regional cooperation, as well as facilitation of
fravels between the countries (?-10 March). The
issues of cooperation through regional and
infernational institutions, regional security and
stability, and efficient counteraction to modern
challenges and threats were also addressed.

The Presidents have stressed that one of key
factors of prosperity in Cenfral Asia is the
infegrated use of water and energy resources,
taking info account the interests of all states in
the region. The importance of open dialogue,
mutual understanding and constructive coope-
ration for searching mutually acceptable, fair
and ratfional solutions was partficularly under-
lined.
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Other water-related arrangements

Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan have concluded an
agreement on the export of electricity in the
amount of 550 million kWh from December 2017
to March 2018. According to kabar.kg, in
January-September 2018, the export of elec-
fricity fo Uzbekistan amounted to 754 million
kWh at a price of 2-2.4 cents for a total sum of
US $16.2 million.

regional problems. Both sides expressed their
safisfaction with the process of constant high-
level dialogue and the state of actively
developing relations between the two
counftries. The Tajik=Turkmen cooperation in the
fields of transport, energy, light industry,
processing, agriculture, industry, tfrade, air
communication, science, culture, as well as
healthcare and tourism was commended as
priority of bilateralrelations.

http://www.president.tj/en/node/18241

The parties have expressed their mutual interest
in developing regional partnership in the sphere
of efficient and equitable water use and stres-
sed the importance of existing hydropower
facilities for Central Asia, and those under
construction, in order to solve water and energy
problems.

In this context, the Uzbek side has expressed
its readiness to consider the possibility of
participating in the construction of hydropower
facilities in the Republic of Tajikistan, including
the Rogun Hydroproject, based on the univer-
sally recognized international norms and stan-
dards for the construction of such facilities.

The Heads of State stressed the need to
improve the legal framework of fransboundary
water use in Central Asia, faking info account
the interests of all statesin the region.

Additionally, 27 documents were signed to
further develop cooperation in the spheres of
frade, economy, investment, finance, transport
and transit, agriculture, water and energy, etc.
Those documentsinclude among others:


http://kabar.kg/eng/news/kyrgyzstan-exported-electricity-to-uzbekistan-for-16.2-mln/http:/kabar.kg

Joint Statement of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyo-
yev and the President of the Republic of
Tajikistan Emomali Rakhmon on streng-
thening friendship and good-neighbor-
liness;

Agreement on parficular segments of the
Uzbek-Tajik State border;

Agreement between the Government of
the Republic of Uzbekistan and the
Government of the Republic of Taijikistan
oninter-regional cooperation;

Cooperatfion Agreement between the
Government of the Republic of Uzbekis-
tan and the Government of the Republic
of Tajikistan on operation of the Farkhad
dam, according to which the land
surrounding the Farkhad HPP shall be
recognized as the Taqjik territory, but that
the facility itself shall remain in property of
Uzbekistan. Security for the site shall be
provided by Tagjikistan, while maintenan-
ceshallbe the responsibility of Uzbekistan;

Agreement between the Government of
the Republic of Tajikistan and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Uzbekistan on
cooperationin the field of prevention and
elimination of emergencies;

Agricultural cooperation agreement
between the Ministry of Agriculture of the
Republic of Tajikistan and the Ministry of
Agriculture of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

State Visit of the President of Tajikistan to
Uzbekistan

The President of the Republic of Tajikistan paid a
state visit fo the Republic of Uzbekistan on 17-18
August. The Presidents have reiterated that
integrated water and energy use, which takes
info account the interests of all the countries in
the region, is vital for sustainable development,
well-being, and prosperity of Central Asia. Open
dialogue, enhanced mutual understanding
and constructive cooperation, as well as the
search for mutually acceptable, equitable, and
reasonable solutions are important.

The Parties have agreed to consider joint
construction of two hydropower stations, with
the total capacity of 320 megawatt in the Tajik
area of the Zarafshan River. The Heads of State
charged the Intergovernmental Commission for
Trade and Economic Cooperation with
studying the potential use of freshwater in Lake
Sarezfor drinking purposesin the both countries.
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The Parties have positively assessed the results of
the International High-Level Conference on the
International Decade for Actfion “Water for
Sustainable Development, 2018-2028" and
expressed their willingness to actively partici-
pate in implementation of the Final Resolution
and otherdocuments of the Conference.

The Presidents have noted with satisfaction
the unanimous support and adoption of the UN
General Assembly Resolution on “Strengthening
regional and international cooperation to
ensure peace, stability and sustainable
development in the Cenfral Asian Region”,
which has been developed jointly and presen-
ted by the Central Asian statesin June 22, 2018.
The parties have expressed their intenfion to
continue promoting joint regional initiatives on
the international arena.

A number of documents have been signed
concerning cooperation in the field of industry,
standardization and certification, border
crossing, recognition of graduation documents,
geodesy and geology, agriculture, culture and
otherspheres. Those include among others:

Joint Statement of the President of the
Republic of Tajikistan and the President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan;

Strategic Partnership Agreement bet-
ween the Republic of Tajikistan and the
Republic of Uzbekistan.

Other meetings

The President of Tajikistan met with the President
of Uzbekistan on the sidelines of the events
dedicated to the 20" anniversary of Astana as a
capital of Kazakhstan (July 6, Astana). During
the meeting, the Parties have discussed issues
related to the development and strengthening
of bilateral cooperation in all spheres of mutual
interest. The President of Tajikistan highly
evaluated the results of the state visit of the
President of Uzbekistan to Tajikistan in March
2018. The Parties have expressed wilingness to
expand fruitful ties in all spheres and unfold
untapped opportunities for the benefit of the
both nations.

www.president.tj, https://president.uz

Meetings of the Working Group on integrated
transboundary water use in Central Asia

As part of the state visit of the President of
Uzbekistan Mr. Sh. Mirziyoyev to the Republic of
Tajikistan, an Uzbek-Tajik Working Group on


http://www.icwc-aral.uz/pdf/76-en.pdf

infegrated use of water from transboundary
rivers in Cenfral Asia was established (9-10
March2018).

During the first meeting of the Working
Group, the Parties expressed their readiness to
actively cooperate in the field of transboundary
water management, jointly operate irrigation
systems and hydraulic structures, exchange
relevant information and continue constfructive
dialogue, taking info account the interests of
the both parties (6 June, Tashkent).

During the second meeting of the Working
Group, the Parties exchanged views regarding
enhanced bilateral water cooperation bet-
ween Tajikistan and Uzbekistan (28 November,
Dushanbe). The importance of the Working
Group's activities in addressing existing bilateral
issues on the rational use of water resources in

the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya basins and
the joint operation of the Farkhad Dam under
the Agreement between the Governments of
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan on operation of the
Farkhad Dam was underlined as well.

Ministry of Water Management of
Uzbekistan

Other water-related arrangements

In 2018, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan resumed
energy supplies between the countries. From
April to September 2018, 1,480 bilion kWh of
electricity was exported from Tajikistan to
Uzbekistan (Surkhandarya province) at a price
of 2 cents/kWh. Uzbekistan, in turn, supplied
electricity to the Sogd province. 2 billion kWh is
planned to be exported for the South of
Uzbekistan from Aprilto October 2019.

4.10. Turkmenistan - Uzbekistan

State visit of the President of Turkmenistan to
Uzbekistan

In the course of the state visit of the President of
Turkmenistan to Uzbekistan, special attention
was paid to water and energy issues in Cenfral
Asia (23-24 April). The Parties have agreed to
intensify joint efforts to further improve IFAS
activities. Turkmenistan considers it necessary to
strengthen bilateral relations with the Republic
of Uzbekistan in the water field. The Heads of
State have underlined that transboundary
wateris the common good for the Central Asian
natfions and reasonable and equitable use of
these resources is essential for the well-being of
millions of people, stability, and prosperity in the
region. For continuous development of coope-
rationin this direction, Turkmenistan proposed to
establish a joint Infergovernmental Commission
on Water-Related Issues. The draft Agreement
between the Government of the Republic of
Uzbekistan and the Government of Turkmenis-
tan on the joint Uzbek-Turkmen Intergovern-
mental Commission on Water-Related Issues is
under development. It is also necessary to
consider the possibility of developing a bilateral
agreement on the rational use of the Amu
Darya. Allthese measures will bring the Turkmen-
Uzbek dialogue to the qualitatively new level.

As a result of negotiations, 17 documents were
signed, including:
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Joint Statement;

Intergovernmental Agreement on Inter-
regional Cooperation.

http://turkmenistan.gov.tm,
https://president.uz

Other meetings

Shortly before the Summit of the Heads of IFAS
Founder-States, the Presidents of Uzbekistan
and Turkmenistan held a meeting to discuss the
current state and future prospects of bilateral
cooperation (August 24, Turkmenbashi). The
Parties noted that the state visit of the President
of Turkmenistan to Uzbekistan in Aprilhas given a
new impetus to multifaceted relations of the
countries.

Water cooperation between Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistanis maintained through the Trilateral
Working Group, which also includes BWO Amu
Darya. The Parties constructively, in the spirit of
mutual frust and respect for each other's
interests, address issues related to sharing of
watercoursesinthe Amu Darya basin. As of 1 Jo-
nuary 2019, the Group held 192 meetings,
including 11 meetings in 2018. At these mee-
tings, water managers of the Amu Darya lower
reaches addressed the water allocation
matters.


http://www.icwc-aral.uz/pdf/77-en.pdf
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5.1. Kazakhstan
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General Information The unit water supply in Kazakhstan is
37,000 m°/km? or 6,000 m® per capita a year. The
total river water resources are 101 km®, of which
57 km® are formed on the territory of Kazakhstan.
The rest of the wateris coming from neighboring
countries: Russia — 8 km® China - 19 km?
Uzbekistan-15km®; and Kyrgyzstan -3 km®.

Water resources. Due to its geographical loco-
tion, water resources in Kazakhstan are
distributed unevenly. There are 8,500riversin the
country, and the major ones are Irtysh, Ishim,
Ural, Syr Darya, lli, Chu, Tobol, etc. Glaciers are
the main sources of rivers. There are 48,000 large

and smalllakes. The major lakes are the Caspian Water resources management is implemented

Sea and the Aral Sea. Balkhash, Zaisan, and by the Committee for Water Resources of the

Alakol are the largest lakes. Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of
Kazakhstan.
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The territorial sub-divisions administered by the
Committee for Water Resources of the Ministry
of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan
include:

1. Republican State Agency “Aralo-Syr
Darya basin inspection on water use
regulation and protection”;

2. Republican State Agency “Balkhash-
Alakol basin inspection on water use
regulation and protection™;

3. Republican State Agency "Yertisky
basin inspection on water use regulation
and protfection”;

4. Republican State Agency “Esil basin
inspection on water use regulation and
protection”;

5. Republican State Agency “Nura-Sarysus
basin inspection on water use regulation
and profection”;

6. Republican State Agency “Tobol-Turgai
basininspection on water use regulation
and protection™;

7. Republican State Agency “Zhaiyk-
Caspian basin inspection on water use
regulation and protection”;

8. Republican State Agency “Shu-Talas
basininspection on water use regulation
and protfection”.

Amendments to Land Regulation. The Parlio-
ment of Kazakhstan has approved the amend-
ments to the legislation on land regulationin the
second reading. The maximum sizes of
agriculturallands which can be giveninlease to
Kazakh people have been established.
According to the new amendments, foreign
companies and individuals will have no rights to
lease a piece of agricultural land even for a
temporary use. Kazakhstan enterprises willhave
no right fo lease a piece of agricultural land if
they have even minimum percentage of
foreign share. Agricultural lands will be provided
on a competition basis only. Also, a new
procedure on withdrawal of land for state use is
stipulated.

The Government of Kazakhstan has adop-
ted a Resolution on denunciation of some
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international agreements (PP RK 373 of 22 June
2018) between the Governments of Kazakhstan
and Kyrgyzstan; and also between the
Governments of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Uzbekistan on using of fuel and water and
energy resources of the Naryn-Syrdarya
reservoircascade.

Amendments have been made to the ad-
ministrative and territorial structure of South Ka-
zakhstan province (SKP). As aresult, af present, it
embraces a newly created Zhetysai district with
the administrative center of Zhetysai city;
Maktaral district with the administrative center
in Myrzakent settlement through division of
Maktaaral district of SKP; Saryagashskiy district
with the city of Saryagash as an administrative
center, and Kelesskiy district with the administ-
rafive center in Abbay settlement through
division of Saryagash district of SKP.

Practical work under the second phase of the
“Syr Darya Control and the Northern Aral Sea
Project” has been started. The Project will be
implemented in two stages for the state budget
funds and the WB loan. As aresult of the Project,
it is expected that socio-economic develop-
ment and living standards of population
(especially, in rural areas) will be improved; and
the Northern Aral Sea will have more water
inflow through the reduction of losses caused by
poor conditions of irrigated land.

Reconstruction of the Arnasay dam has
been completed. Previously, excessive water
was discharged into the Arnasay depression
through the dam. The dam is located in the
south of the Shardara reservoir and now blocks
the Arnasay depression. Construction of 36-
kilometre dam and road made it possible to
connect Shardara and Maktaaral districts.

In Mangistau province, farmers are moving
towards drip irrigation systems; 30% of its equip-
ment cost is subsidized by the state. By 2021, itis
expected that all farms in the province will use
drip irrigation. In Shardara district of Turkestan
province, drip irrigation will allow doubling
cotton production, which was 28.4 centner/ha
on average in 2017.In total, as of 15 August, the
area of the republic where water-saving irrigao-
tion technologies are used was 183.4 thousand
ha (drip irrigation - 82.85 thousand ha, sprinkling
- 100.53 thousand ha) or 12.7% of all irrigated
areq.



287 houses were flooded in Eastern Kazakhstan
province in March as a result of ice melting on
the Irtysh and the Syr Daryarivers. More than 600
plots of land have been damaged by high
water. Based on approximate calculations,
floodsin the province have caused losses for the
amount of 3.2 billion tenge.

In February, in Northern Kazakhstan provin-
ce 127 settlements were aft risk of waterlogging.
This waterlogging was mainly caused by failure
to pass excess water through pipes (culverts)
during ice melting. Media reported that 600
million tenge have been provided for preven-
tion of emergencies.

In Western Kazakhstan province, 1.3 billion
tenge have been allocated fo mitigate conse-
quences of emergencies caused by spring
flooding. Near Peremetnoe settlement of
Zelenov district, the dam, which was restored in
2017, has collapsed. Under the warranty
commitments, the contractor was legally
obliged to restore the dam. Based on the data
of the Emergency Committee of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of the RK, six districts of AlImaty
province were flooded by melt water. More
than 300 homesteads were damaged and
some districts declared the state of emergency.
About 1,000 people were evacuated. More
than 1 billion of tenge was allocated for flood
management activities, as well as for construc-
tion of frenches, canals, ditches, drainage
systems and purchasing of equipment and
machines.

In February in Kyzylorda province, the Syr
Darya broke a protection embankment. As a
result, more than 2,000 ha of agricultural land
used for growing rice (500 ha) and as pastures
and hayfields was flooded.

Based on the data of the Kazakh Ministry of
Agriculture, in 2018 the total crop area in the
country amounted to 22 million ha. It is 170,000
haor0.6 % more thanin 2017. 22 million fonnes of
grain have been collected considering the
crop productivity of 15.1 centner/ha. This is
759.9 ton or 3.4 % more than the last year. For 11
months, the agricultural production has been
increased by 2.9 %; the growth in cattle bree-
ding has reached 3.9 %; and that of crop
production has reached 2.3 %. Export of agri-
cultural products from January to September
was more than $2 billion, including processed
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products for the amount of $780 million. 17,500
tons of beef (given the plan of 15,000 tons) were
exported for the period of 11 months. In general,
the amount of attracted investments s
increasing. For the period of 10 months, the
amount of the attracted investments was 18.4%
in agriculture capital assets and 33.7% in food
production.

With the systemic measures, the mechao-
nisms and sizes of state support are developing
and increasing. Based on the request of the
Head of State, annually, not less than 100 billion
tenge will be allocated additionally for the State
Program. Also, 200 billion tenge will be provided
for resolution of issues related to affordable
lending under the priority agroindustry projects.
Thus, the size of state support will be doubled.

In 2018, the Ministry of Agriculture of the RK
renewed subsidizing of inferest rates under the
fixed assets loans, as well as the agricultural
equipment and livestock leasing. As a result, for
the period of 10 months, 2,752 pieces of equip-
ment for the amount of 50 billion tenge have
been leased out. As an example, in 2017 the
leased out equipment amounted to 40.2 billion
tenge, which is 19.8% less than in 2018. On the
whole, in 2018 about 60 bilion tenge were
allocated for implementation of leasing pro-
jects.

According to the Ministry of National Econo-
my of the RK, from January to November 2018
gross production of agriculture, forestry and
fishery amounted to 4,167.6 billion tenge, which
is 2.9% more thanin the same periodin 2017.

Mahambet district of Atyrau province
started to grow green mass for cows using the
hydroponics system. The system will allow pro-
ducing approximately 10 tons of green mass a
day. The green mass is generated from barley,
which is grown under the certain temperature
using the hydroponic method allowing increa-
sing the barley mass 14 times. Farmers say that
milk production increases by one third after
feeding the cattle with this green mass.

It is planned to reduce the number of
research institutes which belong to agro-
industrial complex in Kazakhstan. As Mr. A. Evni-
ev, the Vice-Minister of Agriculture of the RK
said, the number of research institutes should be
reduced, following the example of international
practice where knowledge hubs are more
popular.

To improve the quality of agricultural educa-
tion, the standards of world's leading universities
are infroduced in three agricultural universities



based on the example of the Nazarbaev
University. At the same time, franchises of inter-
national universities are attracted. Cooperation
with the Netherlands' Wageningen University, as
well as the American University of California-
Davis and the Chinese Zhejiang University was
started. On an annual basis, more than 100
sfudents are fo be graduated under the
franchise program with international universi-
ties.

New hydropower stations are built in Kazakh-
stan. In summer 2018, the construction of new
biggest 18 MW HPP consisting of 5 small stations
was started in Zhualy district of Zhambyl
province. The HPP will have modern Austrian
equipment and the whole process of work will
be totally automated. The station will be putinto
operationin the first quarter of 2019.

Renewable energy is getting more popular
in Kazakhstan. Solar power station (SPS)
“Burnoe”, the biggest SPS in CIS, with the capa-
city of 100 megawatt, was built together with
the British partners in Zhambyl province. A solar
power station with the capacity of 1 megawatt
and a wind power mill with the capacity of 5
megawaft have been put info operation in
Almaty. The first project of the SPS which uses
locally produced solar panels (Astana Solar
company) was built on 36.05 ha (capacity -
2 MW) in the Batyr village of Munalinskiy district,
Mangistausk province. As part of the program
on watering of pastures, implemented in
Kazakhstan upon the request of the Head of
State, at present, the farmers start to use green
technologies, including solar batteries.

For the improvement of environmental situation
in lake Balkhash the Global Environmental
Facility has allocated $2 million.

A mobile application for monitoring of out-
side air quality - AirKZ — was launched all over
Kazakhstan. The application provides the data
on 46 settlements and 84 ecological stations.
Using this application, the users can find the
needed stations themselves; also the appli-
cation can locate the nearest station using
geolocation. The application shows basic indi-
cators of contaminants in the air af the chosen
location.
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Kazakhstan has become one of the most toxic
states in Central Asia, being in the list of fop ten
toxic countries of the world. The assessment was
made by British organization “The EcoExperts”,
which analysed the data on 135 countries bao-
sed on 5 factors of environment: energy con-
sumption per capita; CO, emissions from fuel
burning; level of air pollution; fatal cases due o
airpollution, andrenewable energy.

The Project “Reforming the system of
environmental payments. Assessment of comp-
liance with the “polluter pays” principle in Ka-
zakhstan for 2018-2019” was launched as part
of cooperation between Kazakhstan and
OECD.

The work on preparation of amendments to
the Environmental Code is underway as part of
the “Improvement of the environmental assess-
ment system in Kazakhstan in line with the Con-
vention on Environmental Impact Assessment in
a Transboundary Context” Project implemen-
ted by the Ministry of Energy and OECD. It is
planned that new chapters such as “Strategical
Environmental Assessment” and “Transboun-
dary Procedures” will be included in the new
Environmental Code. Also, subsidiary and sec-
toral legislation under the environmental
assessment system willbe amended.

As part of the Astana Economic Forum, the
Al-Farabi KazNU has launched a Sustainable
Development Institute named after Ban Ki-
moon. The Institute covers all human activities,
particularly, food security, military security,
natural resources, and life under water and on
earth.

In 2018, the International Center for Green
Technologies and Investment Projects signed
several agreements on cooperation for
environment and sustainable development. In
particular, the agreements were reached with
NJSC "“Kazakhstan-Finnish Technological Cen-
ter”; Scandinavian North Ecological Financial
Corporation (NEFCO); the leading Finnish
companies such “SET Clean Tech”, "Polarsol”,
and “Onninen”, "VITO" research agency and
the Latvian Institute for environmental solutions.

2018 has been marked by many important
geopolitical events for Kazakhstan.

The President of Kazakhstan participated in
meetings of the UN Security Council in the US



(January), the Supreme Eurasian Economic
Council (May and December); Xl Astana Eco-
nomic Forum “Summit of Global Challenges”
(May); Council of the Heads of Member-States
of SCO (June); The Fifth Caspian Summit in
Aktau (August); Council of the Heads of IFAS
State-Founders in Turkmenbashi (August);
Council of the CIS Heads of Stafe in Dushanbe
(September), and the Council of Collective
Security in OKSTO (October).

Kazakhstan has completed its chairmanship
in the UN Security Council. See details in section
“Security Council”.

The Fifth Caspian Summit that gathered the
Heads of all Caspian states — Azerbaijan, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Russia, and Turkmenistan — was
held in Aktau (12 August). After 20 years of
discussion, a Convention on the legal status of
the Caspian Sea has been signed. The Con-
vention has become a so-called “Constitution
of the Caspian Sea.” It is designed to regulate
the whole range of issues related to the rights
and obligations of the riparian states and to
become a guarantor of security and stability in
the region. See details in section “Caspian Sea:
SpeciallLegal Status™.

The eighth Session of the Meeting of the Par-
ties to the Convention on the Protection and Use
of Transboundary Watercourses and Internatio-
nal Lakes took place in Astana (10-12 October).
More than 600 experts and ministers of 90 mem-
ber countries of the UN, as well as international
and non-governmental organizations and aca-
demia participated in the Conference. The
Conference discussions addressed such issues
as adaptation fo climate change; water-food-
energy-ecosystem nexus, benefits of fransboun-
dary water cooperation, industrial security, and
reporting. A number of decisions and docu-
ments have been adopted at the Conference,
including two key documents: “Strategy for the
Implementation of the Convention at the
Global Level” and the “Program of Work for
2019-2021". The chairmanship in the Bureau of
the Water Convention for the period of 2019 to
2021 will be passed to Kazakhstan. See details in
section “UN Economic Commission for Europe™.

The Meeting of the Russian-Kazakhstan
Commission on joint use and protection of
transboundary water faciliies was held in
Rostov (? August). Issues related to high and low
water in transboundary rivers have been
discussed.

The Agreement between the Government of
Kazakhstan and the Government of China on
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cooperation for the construction of joint
mudflow check dam -“Chukur-bulak (Almaty)”
on the Khorgos River signed on 8 June 2017 in
Astana was ratified. The mudflow check damis
a joint property of the Parties. The Parties jointly
finance its construction by providing 50% of the
total project costeach.

Upon initiative of the Heads of State N. Na-
zarbaev and Sh. Mirziyoyeyv, the First Interregio-
nal Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan Forum (Shymkent)
took place on the 15" of November. The
authorities of the regions in Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan have participated in the work of this
Forum. In the course of the Forum 16 documents
were signed on joint projects in the priority
sectors of economy.

Official sites:

The President of Kazakhstan (www.akorda.kz);
The Ministry of Agriculture (hitp://mgov.kz);

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs (http://mfa.gov.kz);
The Ministry of Justice (http://adilet.zan.kz/);

The Committee for Water Resources
(http://mgov.kz/ru/komitet-po-vodnym-resursam-

msh-rk/)

Information agencies and sites:

www.inform.kz;
https://zonakz.net;
http://kazakh-zerno .kz;
www.kazpravda.kz;
https://e-kyzylorda.gov.kz;
www.zakon.kz;
http://ekois.net;
www.easttime.ru;
https://regnum.ru;
https://agrosektor.kz;
http://ca-news.org;
http://carececo.org;
https://tengrinews.kz



http://mfa.gov.kz/en/kabul/content-view/5-yj-sammit-prikaspijskih-gosudarstv
https://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/water/meetings-and-events/water/meeting-of-the-parties-to-the-water-convention/2018/eighth-session-of-the-meeting-of-the-parties-to-the-water-convention/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/water/meetings-and-events/water/meeting-of-the-parties-to-the-water-convention/2018/eighth-session-of-the-meeting-of-the-parties-to-the-water-convention/doc.html
https://www.kt.kz/eng/society/kazakhstan_and_china_to_construct_dam_on_khorgos_river_1153657495.html
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5.2. Kyrgyzstan
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General Information

Water resources. By expert estimations, the total
available water resources in KR are 2,458 km’,
including 650 km® (26.4%) in glaciers, 1,745 km®
(71%) in lakes, 13 km’ (0.5%) as potentially usable
groundwater resources, and 44.5to 51.9 km® (2%)
as average annual river runoff. The flow for-
mation area occupies 7% of the territory. There
are about 3,000 rivers and streams with the fotal
annual runoff of approximately 47 km®. The amo-
unt of annually renewable groundwater in major
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artesian basins is within 7.7 km®. The area of cur-
rent glaciation is 4% of the country’s territory and
varies within 7,500-8,000 km”.

The state agency responsible for water mana-
gement is the Department for Water Resources
and Land Reclamation (DWRLR) at the Ministry
of Agriculture, Food Industry and Land Reclo-
mation of the Kyrgyz Republic. The Department
is responsible for managing irrigation and
drainage infrastructure; monitoring and regu-
lation of water use; control and coordination of



the implementation of the single state water
policy.

Energy. There are 18 power plants in the Kyrgyz
Republic, including 16 HPPs and 2 thermal power
stations (TPS) located in the cities of Bishkek (666
MW) and Osh (50 MW). The electric power
system of Kyrgyzstan comprises the transmission
lines of 0.4-500 kW, with the total length of 86,800
km. Kyrgyzstan's energy system can generate,
fransmit and distribute electricity not only within
the country but also export, import and inter-
change the electricity to the neighbouring
states, as well as cover the power deficiency and
the on-peak load in energy grids of the Central
Asia region. In terms of hydro resources, Kyrgyz-
stan is number three among the CIS countries
after Russia and Tajikistan. There are 252 large
and medium-size rivers in the couniry, the
potential of which is estimated at 18.5 MW of
power and more than 140-160 GWh of electricity,
of which less than 10% is used only at present. The
Naryn, Sary-Jaz, Kokomeren, Chatkal, Tar, Chu,
Kara-Darya and Chon-Naryn rivers have huge
reserves of hydropower resources. Their average
slopes vary from 5 to 20 m per 1 kmin length, and
the average unit capacity ranges from 2.2 to 5.3
MW/km. As many as 31 hydropower plants could
be potentially built along the Naryn River and its
tfributaries with the annual generation of more
than 16 GWh. According to experts, the main
problems of the energy sector in Kyrgyzstan
include: limited energy generation capacities;
world-wide change in prices for fuel and energy
and disinfegrating processes in the common
electrical grid of the Central Asian region;
reliance of power supply on water content in the
Naryn River and water accumulation in the
Toktogul reservoir; high power losses and
deterioration of relevant equipment; lags in
application of innovative technologies; high
energy and carbon intensity of GDP and lack of
long-term energy-saving policy; energy resource
tariffs that do not cover expenses of energy
companies and lack of own funds of energy
companies for development and modernizo-
fion.

Irrigated area and water management system.
In 2018, the total area of irrigated land in the
Kyrgyz Republic was 1,053,000 ha. 240,000 ha
are provided with the collector and drainage
network. Condifions of about 87,000 ha of
irigated land are very poor. Provision with
irigation water is 78%. In this context, as part of
the State Irrigation System Development
Program for 2017-2026, it is planned to optimize
the watering system and expand the irrigated
areas by 50,000 ha. There are more than 8,000 of
different hydraulic structures in the country. The
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water-management system is comprised of 34
reservoirs for irrigation purposes and appro-
ximately 400 basins for daily and decade flow
regulation with the total volume of about 2 km?®.
The total length of irrigation canals is 29,000 km,
of which 5,800 km are the inter-farm canals on
the balance sheet of the DWRLR, and 23,200 km
are the on-farm canals on the balance sheet of
local administration (Aiyl Okmotu), water-users
associations (WUA) and other acting legal
enfities. Kyrgyzstan has 274 irrigation systems
and 93 accumulatingirrigation structures (reser-
voirs, basins for decade and daily regulation),
219 pumping stations (of which 111 ones are
electrified) on balance sheet of DWRLR. The
length of the collector-drainage network is
5,700 km, of which 1,190 km are on the balance
sheet of DWRLR, 460 km on the balance sheet of
WUAs and 4,060 km are on the balance sheet
of Aiyl Okmotu.

The Land Code and the Law “On agricultural
and management” (ZKR No.12 of 24.01.2018)
have been amended. Based on new legislation,
from now on, while allocating agricultural land
for use, the priority right have the Kyrgyz citizens
living in givenrural district and having cultivated
plots of less than 0.10 ha per member of the
family, as well as citizens living in remote or
highland areas. Also, this category includes
agricultural cooperatives registered and
functioningin the territory of givenrural district.

The Law “On agricultural land manage-
ment” has been amended (ZKR No.64 of 30 June
2018). The amendments make it clear that the
agricultural land is that for agricultural use or
designated for these purposes and to be used
for seed production; livestock breeding; pilot
farming and for agricultural cooperatives; com-
mercial farming; protective forestry; horticul-
ture; vegetable gardening, experimental and
selection activity and for other purposes related
to agricultural production.

The Law “On fishery” (ZKR No.20 of 13 Feb-
ruary 2018) has been amended. In the amen-
ded law excludes the Kara-Suu Lake from the list
of fishery ponds.

The changes have been made in the Law
“On imposing moratorium for transformation of
irrigated land into other categories of land” and
the Law “On transformation of plots of land” (ZKR
No.79 of 2 August 2018). The Law provides for
creation of conditions for the farmers for
productive use of agricultural land. More than



40,000 land plots on the total area of 13,000 ha,
which by different reasons were not diverted
from agricultural production and were not
fransformed into the category of settlements,
have beenlegalized.

The Code on Administrative Responsibility
(ZKR No.67 of 4 July 2018) has been supplemen-
ted by a provision that breaking the rules and
requirements regarding hydrometeorological
surveys and monitoring over the environment
and its pollution leads to penalties for citizens in
the amount of up to three calculation indices
and for officials — from 10 to 20 calculation
indices.

The National Development Strategy of the
Kyrgyz Republic has been approved for the
period of 2018-2040 (UP No.221 of 31.10.2018).
The Strategy outlines vision of the future of the
country reflecting the main principles and ways
of achieving development goalsinreligious and
political, social and economic spheres of the
society. It also sets the priority mid-term steps for
implementation of the long-term vision.

The Concept of green economy in the Kyr-
gyz Republic has been approved under the
slogan “Kyrgyzstan is the country of green eco-
nomy” (PZhK'’ No. 2532-VI of 28 June 2018). The
Concept determines the main activities and
sectors for the green economy developmentin
the country with the purpose to achieve
sustainable socio-economic growth in the
republic.

The “Provision on the order of construction,
acceptance and connection of small hydro-
power plants to the electrical grids” (PPKR
No.465 of 04 October 2018) has been amen-
ded. The “State Agency on Architecture and
Construction under the Government of the
Kyrgyz Republic” in Point 12 of the Chapter 3 has
been replaced by the "authorised state body
on ecologicaland technicalsafety™.

The Government has approved the draft Law
“On making amendments to some legislative
acts of the KR (Water Code of the KR; The Law of
the KR “On Water”) (PPKR No. 114 of 27 Februa-
ry 2018). The purposes of the Law include
implementation of the principle of charging the
use of water resources and water objects and
elimination of collisions and loopholes in
normative acts regulating the issues of water
charges. The Draft Law has been approved by
the Zhogorku Kenesh steering committee in the
secondreading (21 January 2019).

' PZhK - Decree of the Kyrgyz Parliament
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In 2018, the Kyrgyz Republic made huge efforts
for preparation of infrastructure for irrigation,
including repair and rehabilitation of irrigation
canals (412 m); cleaning of river channels
(369 km); reconstruction and rehabilitation of
1,161 hydraulic structures and 1,101 hydroposts;
repair of 102 pump stations and 33 irrigation
wells. It is planned to put into operation 31 irrigo-
tion objects for the total amount of $259.1 million
and 27,000 ha of new irrigated land, as well as
improve water supply for 40,000 ha.

The “Reconstruction of irrigation system of
the KR” Project started this year. For this Project
the PRC has provided a grant for the amount of
$32 million. The Project provides for recon-
struction and construction of 6 irrigation objects
in Issyk-Kul, Batken, Talass and Chu provinces.
After their completion, 5,400 ha of new irrigated
land will be put into operation and water supply
on an area of 22,100 ha will be improved. In
general, the Project will create new jobs for 40
thousands of rural people all over the Republic.

Agreement with the EBRD has beenreached
to launch in 2019 new projects on irrigation and
clean water supply to population in the regions
and cities. For these infrastructure projects it is
planned to allocate more than €129 million, of
which €86 million as concessional lending and
€36 millionin form of a grant.

In Aksyj district of Jalal-Abad province, the
irrigational canal “Ak-Terek” for nearly 5,000 ha
of land near Kerben city and rural center Kosh-
Dobo was under construction. The length of the
canalis 7.4 km, of which more than 2 km will be
built through the tunnel. The operation of the
canalis fo startin 2022. The amount of 800 million
som have been allocated from the republican
budget for construction of irrigational canal, 135
million of which have already been used.

Batken district has started construction of
irrigational canal to provide water to 1,500 ha of
Dara and Tort-Gul rural communities. The length
of the canalis 46 km, and the carrying capacity
is 4.5 m’/s. The construction is financed by the
PRC in the amount of 500 million som through
the grant agreement. The construction period is
3years, and 80 % of workers are local people.

The 17" Meeting of the Coordination Coun-
cil of National Water Policy Dialogue in Kyrgyz-
stan was held among the representatives of



national ministries and agencies, as well as
infernational and donor organizations (Janua-
ry). The meeting’s sessions focused on the
activity related to the Protocol on Water and
Healthin the KR; the institfutional, economic and
financial aspects of water governance and wao-
ter infrastructure; coordination of partners and
projects on water issues in the KR. Presentations
were made on the activity of “National Water
Resources Management” Projectimplemented
with the support of the WB and SDC as part of
the preparation of basin plans for water deve-
lopment, use and protection.

ADB and the Government of KR discussed
the Technical Assistance “Climate Change and
Disaster-Resilient Water Resources Sector Pro-
ject” financed by the Japan Fund for Poverty
Reduction, the funds of which are administered
by the ABD (February). The Investment Project
for $25 million, whichisincludedin the 2017-2019
business-plan of the ADB' activity in the KR,
would contribute to resolution of issues in the
country related to climate change and disaster
resilience in the water sector focusing on flood,
mudslide and drought risks. Structural (civil
works) and non-structural (capacity building,
planning and frainings fo combat natural
disasters) elements will be included in the
Project.

Basin Councils. Basin Councils were established
for the upper area of the Naryn-Syrdarya Basin
(February) and the Karadarya-Syrdarya Basin
(June). The first Forum of Small Basin Councils of
the CA and Afghanistan which brought toge-
therrepresentatives of small basin councils, rele-
vant ministers and agencies of the region, as
well as intfernational organizations and projects
was held in November (Bishkek).

In the context of the Sustainable Energy
Financing Program in Kyrgyzstan (KyrSEFF-2018)
under the aegis of EBRD and EC, the ceremony
of award for the achievements in the area of effi-
cient water and energy use was held (Decem-
ber, Bishkek). The main purpose of the ceremo-
ny was to illustrate successful stories about
green investments to the wide circle of interes-
ted parties. The awards were given to the best
projects on green finance among farms, enter-
prises and financial agencies, which were
supported under the second phase of KyrSEFF.

The Kyrgyz-Kazakh Company “Aquasilver”
has created a new generation water pump
(“Gidrotaran”), which operates without electri-
city andfuel. Its presentation was held in Bishkek.
The pump uses the energy of open water flow,
converting it info the water hammer using a
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short shock tunnel. This water pump can be used
in farms and peasant households, animal
husbandries, construction sites, fish farms,
aquaparks and homestead plots.

The book on the short history of water mana-
gement in Talas province (“Talas oroonunun
Cyy charbachylygynyn kyskacha taryhy”) was
published in Kyrgyz language. This book was
prepared by the veteran of water manage-
ment of the KR S.S. Chondiev (mid of 2018).

Based on the data of National Statistics Com-
mittee as of 1 January 2018, 429,000 economic
entities active in agriculture, forestry and fishery
are registered in the KR. This is comprised of
323,000 (75.4 %) peasant households (farms)
and 106,000 (24.6 %) individual enterprises spe-
cialisedin agricultural production.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Food Industry and
Land Reclamation issued the draft Government
Decree of the Kyrgyz Republic “On approval of
the Agriculture Development Strategy in the
Kyrgyz Republic for the period up to 2040” for
public discussion. The Strategy includes imple-
mentation of the state regulation policy through
the improvement of legislative framework,
promotion of priority directions of agriculture
and provision of the state support for achieving
the stated goals.

A five-year Project “Provision of wider ac-
cess to markets” was launched in the agro-
industry sector of Kyrgyzstan for a total amount
of $55.4 million. The project is implemented in
five provinces (Issyk-Kul; Naryn; Osh; Djalal-
Abad and Batken) and aimed af provision of
support to the selected livestock value chains
and of access to markets. Credit and grant
funds of the International Fund for Agriculture
Development compose $25.4 million, of which
(based on the conditions of agreement signed
on 21 August 2017 and ratified on 24 April 2018)
$12.7 million is credit and $12.7 million is grant.
The contribution from the financial service
providers is $20 million; that from beneficiaries
and the Governmentis more than $8 million and
$1.6 million, respectively. It is expected that the
Project will cover 28,000 of rural households and
about 34,000 farmers, entrepreneurs, unemp-
loyed youth and veterinarians. As the result, it is
expectedto achieve 30 % growth of sales to the
targeted audience, increase export of livestock
products by 10 % and create 2,800 of perma-
nentjob places.



The “Financing Agriculture-6" Project has been
approved (PPKR No.92 of 14.02.2018) and is
implemented as part of the Governmental
Program (PPKR No. 74 of 31.01.2018). The Project
is aimed at providing state support to the
enfrepreneurial entities and individuals in the
country to complete spring field work in 2018 on
schedule and develop further cattle breeding,
crop production and agricultural cooperation.
The project period covers 36 months. The
sources of financing include the republican
budget for 2018-2020 and funds of commerciall
banks and credit organizations. Based on the
data of the Kyrgyz Ministry of Finance, as of 27
December 2018, commercial banks provided
more than 5.6 billion som as concession loans for
11,300 rural producers. More than 1.3 billion som
of the provided funds have been allocated for
crop production, 2.9 bilion som for cattle
breeding, and 1.4 billion som for processing and
services.

In 2018, inspections were undertaken to de-
tect pests, diseases and weeds on an area of
435,100 ha. Based on the results of inspections,
local authorities were given 1,200 signalling
messages on a need to implement chemical
treatment. Accordingly, farmers have treated
crops with chemicals on an area of 210,000 ha
and completed chemical weeding on
291,700 ha. 34,100t of spiked cerealseeds (78 %
of planned) have been pre-treated.

AgroTech Expo-2018 that demonstrated all
agrarian developments in Kyrgyzstan was held
in Bishkek (14-16 November).

More than 2,400 ton of fish were produced
and the fish stock wasreproduced in Kyrgyzstan
in 2018. For the purposes of reproduction, fish
ponds of Kyrgyzstan were replenished: the Ton
fishery plant received 410,000 fish eggs; “Balyk-
chylar” Limited Company — 420,000 eggs of
Issyk-Kul trout; OOO “Karakolbalygy™ — 200,000
fish eggs; Son-Kul fish farm — 1,350 million fish
eggs, and the Orto-Tokoj reservoir- 1,200 million
eggs of ferafish.

The State Service of Intellectual Property
and Innovation under the Government of the
Kyrgyz Republic (Kyrgyz-patent) has presented
the results of innovation project “Commerciali-
zation of new bio-fertilizer ‘Rostin’ production” to
improve soil productivity and crop yields in
greenhouse farms andin open soil (November).

The Government of Japan allocated
$600,000 to the World Food Programme in
Kyrgyzstan to support rural women involved in
entrepreneurship and farming. The funds will be
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delivered to proceed with successful projects
for economic empowerment of rural women.
Financial support will reach more than 15,500
vulnerable people in rural areas of Naryn, Talas,
Jalal-Abad, Osh and Batken provinces. The
grant will be provided for income-generating
assets, for example, orchards and gardens, as
well as for support in establishing small business
andimproving ruralinfrastructure.

In the course of implementation of the agro-
industry project “OPTIMA” a Memorandum of
Cooperation has been signed between the
Kyrgyzstan Ministry of Agriculture, Food Industry
and Land Reclamation, the Longkun China In-
ternational Trading Co., LTD and the “EU Com-
modity Exchange”(EU-CE). The Memorandum
provides for facilitation of mutual exchange of
agricultural outputs between the producers of
the KR and the PRC, including access to markets
for agricultural producers, access to Chinese
wholesale market network, and development
of online trade on the basis of EU-CE between
the Kyrgyz and Chinese entrepreneurs.

International Financial Corporation (IFC)
group of the WB and KNAU have signed a
Memorandum on Cooperation, which provides
for transfer of Corporation’s fraining materials
on agro-business to the University. The IFC will
provide its support to the teachers of the
University in reworking of training materials and
the students will have possibility to get on-the-
job fraining in pilot entities of the Project.

The Government of the KR and the UN World
Food Programme have signed a Memorandum
on Cooperation for 2018-2022 (PPKR No 462 of
08.10.2018), which provides for implementation
of the joint Country Strategic Plan (CSP) during
the period of 2018-2022. The main priorities of
the Planinclude the improvement of food secu-
rity; optimization of school meals and improve-
ment of living conditions of rural people through
better performance in agriculture in the context
of climate change. The CSP meefts the national
priorities aimed at economic growth and social
welfare and helps to achieve SDG 2 “Zero
hunger by 2030" and SDG 17 “Partnership for
sustainable development™.

According to the Department for Water Supply
and Sanitation at the SAAC and PHU, in fotal,
there are 1,891 settlements registered in the KR.
The coverage of people in these seftlements
with drinking water supply is about 65%. It is
planned to build and rehabilitate the water



supply systems in 653 villages, 22 cities and 26
district centers and also build additional
sewage systems in the KR by 2026. To this end,
based on expert estimations, more than 30 bil-
lion som or $438 million are needed. 386 villages
of Kyrgyzstan have never had access to the
water supply system, while 267 villages have the
systems that were built in the fiffies of the last
century. Toresolve thisissue, the following finan-
cialsources willbe used:

WB allocated $71.2 million for implemen-
tation of the “Ala-Too-Bulagy” Program,
which is to cover 117 villages in Osh, Chu
and Issyk-Kul provinces by 2022;

IDB allocated $23 million. Based on these
funds, projectsin 24 villages of Jalal-Abad
province were started. In addition, as part
of the “Ala-Too Bulagy” Program, it was
decided to allocate additional funds in
the amount of $50 million for water supply
of 91 villages in Batken and Talas provin-
ces;

ADB allocated a grant in the amount of
$21.4 million. Technical assistance will be
provided for preparation of a project
covering 42 villages in Naryn province.
Thisis to be implemented over2019-2023;

Allocation of €80 million by EBRD is under
consideration.

In general, for the drinking water supply projects
the KR has received $191 million from the WB,
IDB, ADB, EBRD, EC and the Swiss Confedera-
tion. Grants cover a major part of this amount.
For complete implementation of the Water
Supply and Sanitation Strategy in Kyrgyz settle-
ments by 2026 (approved by PPKR No. 155 of
28.03.2016) additional $200 million will be
needed. In total, there are 390 villages in the
Kyrgyz Republic with no drinking water. The
situation with Jalal-Abad province is especially
difficult: 148 villages have no access to drinking
water supply. In 2019, 350 million som is o be
allocated from the republican budget for
provision of access to clean drinking water.

The Agreement between the Government of
KR and IDA on additional financing for the Sus-
tainable Development of Rural Water Supply
and Sanitation Project signed on 13 November
2017 has been ratified (ZKR No. 48 of 18 May
2018). The purpose of the Project is to improve
the access to and quality of water supply and
sanitation services in participating rural com-
munities and build capacities of beneficiary
institutions in the water supply and sanitation
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sector. The Project costs $43.2 million, of which:
$16.2 million - IDA grant; $19.8 million —IDA loan;
and, $7.2 million — co-financing of the KR Go-
vernment. The Project is implemented in 53 se-
lected villages in Osh, Chu and Issyk-Kul pro-
vinces.

Departments of sanitary-epidemiological
stations of Kara-Kulzha and Uzgen districts in
Osh province have received new sets of equip-
ment for drinking water quality checking and
analysis. The equipment was bought through
UNDP in the KR with the financial support of the
Russian Federation. The whole set of equipment
for two districts cost 2.2 million som. The equip-
ment will help to improve the quality of health
services formore than 315,000 villagers.

In the course of negotiations between the
official delegation of the KR and representatives
of the IDB, an agreement was reached on the
provision of a loan of $20 million. A Protocol was
signed for the “Improvement of rural water
supply and sanitation in Batken and Talas
provinces” Project (23 November). According
to the Agreement, the Department for Water
Supply and Sanitation will be the Project Execu-
tive Agency and the Agency for Community
Development and Investments will be the
Implementing Agency.

ADB has approved a financing package to
help improve wastewater management sys-
tems and strengthen the sustainability of water
supply and sanitation facilities in the two lake-
shore cities of Balykchy and Karakol on Issyk-
Kul Lake (November). The total cost of the Pro-
ject, which is to be finished by the end of 2024,
will be $41.8 million, of which $36.5 million is the
ADB aid ($23.7 million loan and $12.8 million
grant), and $5.3 millionis a confribution from the
KR. The Project will improve and upgrade the
wastewater systems in the two lakeshore cifies
through the construction of 21.6 km of sewe-
rage; 1.7 km of effluent outfall pipelines; and a
new pump station. A reservoir in Karakol will be
desludged by removing 100,000 m® of sludge,
while providing 7 septage vacuum frucks. The
Project will build capacities of the “Vodokanal”
enterprises that are responsible for water supply
and sanitation in Balykchy and Karakol as well
as raise people’s awareness on advanced
methods of sanitation and hygiene.

An agreement was reached to allocate a
sovereign loan of the EBRD in the amount of €5.5
million for 15 years and a grant from the Swiss
Government in the amount of €5.7 million (De-
cember). The funds will be used to improve the
updated water supply system built more than



50 years ago. The Project provides for financing
of arange of activities to improve water supply,
including rehabilitation of conduit network, as
well asrenovation of process equipment, mete-
ring system, storage tank and pump station.

In 2018, the work on provision of access to
water supply was undertaken for several villo-
ges in Chu province: Kara-Suu, Kara-Sakal, and
Toloikon. Also, 8 km of sewerage network laid in
Bishkek.

The Russian Holding Company “RusHydro” has
informed the KR on preparation of a complaint
to the Hague Tribunal on the Upper Naryn
Cascade of HPP (June). In 2012, the KR and RF
reached an agreement on the construction of
the Kambarata HPP-1 and the Upper Naryn
Cascade of HPP with parficipation of “Inter
RAQO" and “RusHydro” respectively. In 2016, the
Kyrgyz authorities unilaterally terminated the
agreement with Russia on joint implementation
of these two projects. After that, "RusHydro”
declared about its intenfion to submit the
matter to international arbitration. In July 2017,
the Kyrgyz authorities signed an agreement with
the Czech company Liglass Trading CZ on the
renewal of construction of the Upper Naryn
Cascade of HPP, which was initiated together
with “RusHydro”. The Agreement provided that
the Liglass Trading would pay the debt of
Kyrgyzstan before the Russian investor in the
amount of $37 million during one month. Howe-
ver, the Government of Kyrgyzstan has termina-
ted the Agreement with the Czech company
due to the fact that the latter failed to fulfil this
obligatfionin due time (October).

Rehabilitation and construction work on the
energy block No.1 of the Toktogul HPP was un-
dertaken as part of the “Rehabilitation of Energy
Sector” Project (Phase 1). The cable line KL-1-
500 kW and power fransformer 500 kW (July)
have beenreplaced.

The Parliament (Zhogorku Kenesh) of the Kyrgyz
Republic has approved the draft law “On ma-
king amendments to some legislative acts of the
KR on renewable sources” (24.01.2019). The
changes include the provision of tax and
custom benefits (through tax exemption for the
period of 5 years) for new producers of elec-
frical and thermal energy generated through
RES, as well as the reduction of coefficients to
the maximum electricity tariff forend consumers
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during the whole grace period (currently, the
maximum tariff is 2.24 som/kW). Also, new con-
cepts such as the “grace period” and “distribu-
tion plan” are being infroduced. The grace
period extends from 8 to 10 years. The notion of
“tender” is proposed to be replaced with the
"competitive selection”. It has been proposed
also to replace the existing mechanism of addi-
fional cost compensation of the distributing en-
terprises with purchasing of electricity from RES
entities.

Amendments have been made to the Go-
vernment Decree “On approval of the Provision
on the order of construction, acceptance and
technological connection of small hydropower
stations to electrical grids” No. 476 of 28 July
2009 (PPKR No. 456 of 4.10.2018). According o
the amendments, construction organizations
should notify an authorised authority for ecolo-
gical and technical safety — "Gosekotehinspek-
ziya" - before undertaking construction of smaill
HPP and electricity grid complex for techno-
logical connection of small HPP o electrical
grids. Previously, it was necessary to inform the
authorized energy body and the State Archi-
tecture and Construction Agency under the
Government of the KR.

Two small HPPs have been built in Ton district
of the Issyk-Kul province — Kok-Saysk (3.4 MW)
and Konur-Olonsk (3.6 MW) for a total amount of
730 million som. The expected total annual elec-
tricity generation is 45 million kWh. The credit for
purchasing of equipment was provided by the
Russian-Kyrgyz Development Fund. The hydro-
power plants will be equipped with Austrian
facilities and components from the Czech
Republic, Switzerland, Germany and Turkey.

“The Establishment of UNCCD Knowledge Hub
Project” has been completed. The Project im-
plemented since 2016 by CAMP Alatoo Public
Foundation and the Kyrgyz MAFILR was aimed
to combat and reduce degraded and dried
land areas, landscape them, and raise public
awareness on consequences of desertification.
As part of the Project, the UNCCD Knowledge
Hub was established. Among the main results of
the Knowledge Hub were the developed pro-
posals on combatting desertification, welb-site
(www.unccd.agroprod.kg) and newspaper
“Agrovesti”.

With the aim of increasing resilience of popula-
tion and territories to emergency situations the



concept of comprehensive protection of popu-
lation and territories of the KR for 2018-2030
(PPKRNo. 58 of 29.01.2018) was adopted.

The key expected results of the Concept
include the full coverage of population with the
early warning system; reduced to minimum
death level from the emergencies by 2030;
reduced to minimum direct economic losses
and damage by 2030; increased resilience of
criticalinfrastructure to emergencies.

The country has about 3,200 mudflow ba-
sins; 200 highland lakes have high risk of breach;
and more than 300 seftlements are located in
the area of potential catastrophic flooding.
More than a half territory of the country is sub-
jected to avalanches. The avalanche period
lasts for 5-7 months. Annually, avalanches cause
emergencies and human casualties on moun-
tain roads. There are more than 5,000 active
landslides in Kyrgyzstan. 600 setftlements are
subjected to different degrees of landslide pro-
cesses. About 10,000 households are located in
potentially dangerous areas. In total, the area
of 3.200 km® is waterlogged. Natural emergen-
cies also include hazardous meteorological
phenomena (heavy showers, hail, heavy winds,
snowfalls and frosts, drought, etc.), bank ero-
sion, collapsing loess and clay soil, ground fall,
rock falland others.

During the period of storm warning from 26
to 30 January, snowy and icy streams along the
Ala-Archa River caused ice jams and flooded
houses and coastal territories of Pervomai and
Leninskiy districts.

In March, the rising water level in the Kara-
Unkur River in Bazar-Korgon district created a
threat of flooding for cotton-processing plant.

In April, Uzgen district saw an increased
water level in the Karadarya River. As a result,
more than 350 ha of agricultural land have
been flooded. The emergency situation has
been declared in Jalal-Abad city and Suzak
district after landsliding, which blocked the Kek-
ArtRiver bed.

In May, as a result of mudslides in Leilek
district of Batken province, 27 private and 5 so-
cial structures and 8 farms were flooded. 69 ha
of agricultural lands and more than 13 km of
internal roads have been flushed away. 242
goats and sheep and 30 heads of cattle have
been swept out. Also, the streams have des-
froyed 6 bridges, 4 cars and 6 pieces of
electricalequipment.
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Since 2017, a massive outbreak and growth of
locusts have been observed in Kyrgyzstan (the
same situation is registered in all republics in
Central Asia). In this context, the area of more
than 107,000 ha has been chemically treated.
Annually, locusts are considered as a potential
threat for agriculture, economy, social life, and
puts food provision at risk. In May, locusts cove-
red more than 61,000 ha of land. Based on the
expert data, this mass outbreak and growth will
continue during 4-6 years.

The Law of the KR “On ratification of the Ag-
reement between the KR and IDA on financing
resilience to disaster risks in Kyrgyzstan signed
on 10 September 2018 in Bishkek” has been
adopted (PZKRK No. 2817-VI of 27.12.2018).The
Agreement provides support to the Govern-
ment of Kyrgyzstan in building capacities for
disaster risk management. The Project consists
of 5 components for implementation of which
the WB allocates $20 million, 50% of which is cre-
dit and another 50% is grant. The credit is provi-
ded for 38 years with forbearance period of 6
years.

The ADB has approved $38.6 million for the
improvement of disaster risk management in
the Kyrgyz Republic, in particular, for financing
modernization of irrigation systems, increase of
agricultural production and improvement of
land use, development of emergency risks
management and improvement of relevant
data collection and analysis in the KR. The
Project will be focused on the Fergana Valley in
south-western part of the country and the basin
of the Chu River in the north, which are vulne-
rable to floods, mudslides and droughts aggro-
vated by the climate change. Co-financing of
the Government of Kyrgyzstan will amount to $5
million.

In 2018, the President of the KR made state visits
to Turkmenistan (August), the PRC (June), the
Republic of Tajikistan (February) and Turkey (Ap-
ril) and working visits fo the Kingdom of Belgium
(April), the Russian Federation (May), the Re-
public of Kazakhstan (March), Turkey (July), the
U.S. and the Republic of Tajikistan (September).

In the course of the year, the President of KR
participated in the following events: the First
Consulting Meeting of the Heads of State of
Central Asia (March, Astana); Meeting of the
Highest Eurasian Economic Council with partici-
pation of the Heads of State of EAEC (May,



Sochi); Meeting of the Council of Heads of SCO
Member States (June, Quingdao); Meeting of
the National Council on Sustainable Develop-
ment of the KR (August, Bishkek), IFAS Summit
(August, Turkmenbashi); Opening Ceremony of
the Third World Nomad Games (September,
Cholpon-Ata); the 73 UN General Assembly
(September, New York); Meeting of the Board
of the CIS Heads of State (September, Dushan-
be); Meeting of the OSCE Parliamentary Assem-
bly (October, Bishkek); World Issyk-Kul Forum
“Chyngyz Aitmatov and modern world’s
challenges” (October, Cholpon-Ata); Session of
the CSTO Collective Security Board (November,
Astanal); the Kyrgyz Youth Congress (November,
Bishkek); Il International Conference “Islam in
modern civilstate” (November, Bishkek).

The important international events with the parti-
cipation of the Kyrgyz Republic in 2018 include
the following:

The First Meeting of border provinces of
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan under the
supervision of the Prime-Ministers of the
two countries (March, Fergana);

Full-fledged Meeting of the CA Ministers
for Foreign Affairs, during which the issues
of further development of relationships in
all areas have been discussed (July,
Cholpon-Ata);

State visit of the President of KR to Turkme-
nistan. A package of agreements has
been signed including the Kyrgyz-Turk-
men Declaration on Strategic Partner-
ship, on strengthening of friendship and
frust (August, Ashkhabad). See details in
section “Kyrgyzstan-Turkmenistan™;

Meeting of the Heads of Participating
State of the VI Summit of the Cooperation
Council of Turkic Speaking States (CCTSS)
under the chairmanship of the President
of KR (September, Cholpon-Ata);

IV World Mountain Forum (October, Bish-
kek);

Regular Session of the CSTO Collective
Security Council in the KR, during which
the chairmanship has been transferred
from the Republic of Kazakhstan to the
Kyrgyz Republic (November, Astana);

Meeting of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of EU-CA (November, Brussels);
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I Meeting of the Heads of border provin-
ces of Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan under
the supervision of the Prime-Ministers of
two countries (December, Osh);

62" Plenary Meeting of the 73“ UN GA,
during which the amended draft Reso-
lution “The role of international commu-
nity in prevention of radioactive threat in
Central Asia” initiated by the KR has been
unanimously adopted (December, New
York).

Official sites of the:

The President of the Kyrgyz Republic
(www.prezident.kg);

The Parliament of the Kyrgyz Republic
(www.kenesh.kg);

The Ministry of Justice (http://cbd.minjust.gov.kg);
The Ministry of Energy and Industry
(http://energo.gov.kg).

Explanatory notes to the Kyrgyz Repubilic Irrigation
Development State Program for 2017-2026

News sites:

http://barometr.kg;

https://24.kg;
https://ru.sputnik.kg;

http://kabar.kg
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General Information

Water resources. Tajikistan ranked the first in
Central Asia in terms of water reserves. Moun-
tains and piedmont zone are the main
streamflow generation areas in the Aral Sea
Basin. More than 80% of Amu Darya runoff and
1% of Syr Darya runoff are formed in Tajikistan. In
total, this accounts for 64 km® a year or 55.4% of
water resources in the Aral Sea Basin. The totfal
glacial volume is more than 845 km®, and lake
water is about 46.3 km®. Renewable groundwa-
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ter resources of Tajikistan amount to 18.7 km® a
year. The unit water supply for population is
7,000 m*/per capita ayear.

Energy. Against the background of insignificant
oil and gas resources and difficulties for large-
scale coal mining, Tajikistan has huge, inex-
haustible reserves of hydropower resources. By
expert estimations, those reserves amount to
approximately 527 billion kWh/year. At present,
about 95% of energy in the country is generated
by hydropower plants. In 2018, energy genera-



ted all over the country amounted to more than
16.2 billion kWh or more than 3 % of available po-
tential.

The state agencies dealing with water manage-
mentin Tajikistan (PP No. 791 of 30.12.2015) inclu-
de: Ministry of Energy and Water Resources
(MEWR), Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health
and Social Protection of Population, Committee
for Environmental Protection, Committee for
Emergencies and Civil Defence, Chief Admi-
nistration of Geology, Service of State Monito-
ring over Safe Operationsin Industry and Mining,
Agency of Land Reclamation and Irrigation at
the Government of Tagjikistan, State Unitary
Enterprise “Khochagii Manziliyu Kommunali”,
and Open Joint Stock Company “Barqi Tojik™.

In 2018, a number of legal regulatory acts were
adopted in the area of agriculture, water
management, hydropower and environment.
In particular, amendments and changes have
been made to the Law “On Security of Hydro-
technical Constructions” (ZRT No. 1500 of
02.01.2018 and No. 1534 of 17.05.2018); environ-
mental impact assessment procedure, which
categorizes structures depending on the
character of their impact on environment, has
been approved. The Law of the Republic of
Tajikistan “On amending the Law on State
Budget of the Republic of Tajikistan for 2019"
(ZRT No. 1604 of 19.04.2019) was adopted as
well.

The National Development Council under the
President of the RT met to discuss the progress on
national strategy documents in the context of
SDGs, such as the Natfional Development
Strategy by 2030 and the Mid-term Develop-
ment Program of the Republic of Tajikistan for
2016-2020 (3 July, Dushanbe). The President of
the RT Emomali Rakhmon mentioned in his
speech that “... over two years of implemen-
tation of the National Strategy, more than 9.2
billion somoni was allocated to the education
sector (17.9%), which is 5.9% of the GDP. In this
period, more than 45,000 jobs have been crea-
tedin education. The health sectorreceived 3.5
billion somoni; social insurance and protection
have received 8.5 billion somoni [...]. More than
9.6 billion somoni have been spent to ensure
energy independence; approximately 3 billion
somoni have been provided for the transport
infrastructure to help Tajikistan to move from
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communicational dead-end and become a
fransit country. In the energy sector, new
capacities to generate electrical and heat
energy have been putinto operation, including
heating centers of Dushanbe-1 and 2. Af the
same time, the first phase of reconstruction of
hydropower plants, such as Nurek, Sarband and
Kairakkum was started. In the transport sector,
the reconsfruction of roads Vose-Khovaling;
Sairon-Karamik; Dushanbe-Tursun-zade-border
of Uzbekistan and a part of rairoad Vakhdat-
Yavan have been completed. The construction
of modern terminals Kulma; Guliston; Nizhniy
Panj and Bobojon Gafurov, as well as the
reconstruction of highways Dushanbe-Bokhtar;
Hujand-Isphara; Kulyab-Shamsiddini Shohin;
Shkev-Kalaihumb, and Temurmalik-Baldjuvan-
Khovaling are underway.

A meeting of the Infer-Agency Working
Group on the analysis and assessment of
implementation of sectoral and regional
programs was held in Dushanbe (5 November).
The participants discussed the progress
achieved on the “Socio-economic develop-
ment program in the city of Kulyab for 2015-
2019" and the "Plan of actions on socio-
economic development of the mountain areas
of Kulyab province for2014-2019".

The first public hearings of the Draft Law “On
land reclamation and irrigation” were held in
the Gorno-Badakhshan autonomous province
(GBAQO) on 3 August. This Law was drafted as
part of the Water Sector Reform Program for
2016-2030 approved by PP RT No. 791 of 15 De-
cember 2015. The new Law provides for the
establisnment of a designated authority in the
area of land reclamation, which will be
responsible forlicensing of relevant activity.

The Government of Tajikistan and the WB
signed the grant agreement under the Zaraf-
shan Irrigation Rehabilitation and Improvement
Project for an amount of $16.5 million (16 Ja-
nuary).

The ADB Board of Directors has approved a
grant in the amount of $6.5 million as an
additional financing for the current Water
Resources Management in the Panj River Basin
Project.

A small basin council in the Tajik territory of
the Isfana River sub-basin has been established.
The main task of the Basin Council is to manage
wafter resources of the sub-basin, which covers
Jabbar-Rasulov and Spitamen districts in
Tajikistan.



The pump stations in Kizili and Seksari settlements
have started their operation after repair and
rehabilitation. The pump stations are to cont-
ribute to better conditions of 4,000 ha of land.
Particularly, 1,300 ha will be put info rotation
again and 1,000 ha will be developed at the
expense of dryland (boghara) and pastures.

A reconstructed canal, 1.2 km long, has
been put info operation in the Siponj village of
Bartang Valley in Rushan districtin GBAO (June).

Tajikistan is a highland republic, with a small
portfion of land suitable for cultivation. Due to
deterioration of irrigation and drainage
infrastructure, waterlogging and salinization,
only 515,000 ha are used out of 720,000 ha of
irrigated arable land.

Harvest 2018. 187,500 ha of land were allocated
for cotton in 2018 or 13,500 ha more than in the
previous year because of growing market
demand. However, the cotton harvest
collected in 2018 was the lowest for the last 5
years. As for the grain crops, by December 2018,
the country’s agriculture produced more than
1.2 million tonnes of grain, including more than
765,200 tonnes of wheat. And wheat import
increased by approximately 4,400 tonnes as
compared to 2017 and reached 1.019 million
tonnes at $272.6 million. Flour import decreased
by 7,400 tonnes — to 47,000 tonnes at approxi-
mately $10 million. And 954,200 tonnes of potato
have beenharvested.

As of December 2018, the agricultural pro-
duction output reached 24.2 bilion somoni or
$2.5 billion in Tajikistan. Crop production grew
3.6% ($261 million), while the growth in the live-
stock breeding sectorwas 5.4% ($96.3 million).

The Khatlon province authorities and USAID
held the first fruit-and-vegetable trade forum,
which provided communication and partner-
ship opportunities for more than 300 producers,
sellers and buyers from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

Only 58% of Tajikistan population have got ac-
cess to centralized water supply. Toimprove the
situation, the following steps were takenin 2018:

The construction of water supply systems for
the cities of Kanibadam and Gulistan was
started to provide clean drinking water to 25
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thousand people and more than 15 thousand
people, respectively.

The ADB Board of Directors has approved a
grant in the amount of $41.18 million for the
rehabilitation and development of climate
resilient water supply and sanitation infrastruc-
ture in the southeast of Dushanbe.

A memorandum was signed between the
Red Crescent Societies of Tajikistan and Kuwait
on cooperation in the area of health
improvement, charitable assistance to the
people-in-need in Tajikistan, and water supply,
including laying water mains in the water-
scarceregions, efc. (April, Kuwait).

Restructuring of the State Energy Holding
Company “Barqi Tojik”. The restructuring pro-
cess of the “Barqgi Tojik” was started in 2012.
Changing the structure of the State Holdingis an
important part of the reformimplementedin the
energy sector. The Resolution of the Tajik
Government No. 234 of 28.04.18 "On reorgani-
zation of joint-stock companies” mentions the
reorganization of the Open Joint-Stock Holding
Company (OJSC) “Barqi Tojik” and the estab-
lishment onits basis of two new open joint-stock
companies, such as “Transmitting power
networks” and “Distribution networks”. The an-
nouncement of the IMF mission on reorganiza-
tion of the OJSC "“Barqi Tojik” stated that the
losses incurred by “Bargi Tojik” were caused by
the lack of accountability and fransparency in
management and the tariffs for big industries
that were lower than the base cost. “By the
beginning of the second half of 2018, the total
liabilities of “Bargi Tojik” were more than 15.1
billion somoni (over $1.6 billion), including tax
liabilities (109.2 million somoni), debts to Sang-
tuda HPP-1 (1 billion somoni) and HPP “Sang-
tuda-2" (1.2 billion somoni), debt to the OJSC
“Orienbank” (1.8 billion somoni) and debft for
purchase and delivery of coal (14.8 million
somoni). By the Government Decree “On go-
vernmental financial support to the Joint Stock
Holding Company “Bargi Tojik” (PP RT No. 606 of
29.12.2018) it was instructed to reduce the debt
of “Bargi Tojik” to “Sangtuda HPP-1" in the
amount of about 47.2 million somoni.

Electricity production and export. In 2018,
Tajikistan was exporting more than 2.4 billion
kWh of electrical power, which is approximately
twice as much as in the last year, when the
counfry sold approximately 1.3 million kWh to
foreign partners, of which 926 million kWh were
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sold to Afghanistan and 1.48 billion kWh delive-
red to Uzbekistan. Afghanistan is paying twice
as much for Tajik electricity ($0.04 kWh) than
Uzbekistan ($0.02 kWh in summer and 25% hig-
herin winter fime), who started to buy electricity
since April 2018. The national budget revenues
from selling of electricity generated in the
country in 2018 (over 19.7 billion kWh) amoun-
ted to 2.7 billion somoni ($286 million, based on
the exchange rate of NBT as of 28 January
2019), which is by 458.8 milion somoni ($48.6
million) more thanin2017.

Two transmitting lines have been put into
operation with the capacity of 220 and 500 kW.
In March 2018, the transmitting line of 220 kW
“Aini-Rudaki” and the sub-station “Rudaki”
were put info operation. The TBEA CO LTD
Company, China, is the main contractor of the
above project. The launch ceremony of the
transmitting line 500 kW “Dushanbe-Obi gharm”
and distribution kit EDK-500 was held in
November. This tfransmitting line is to connect
the sub-station “*Dushanbe-500 kW™ with EDK.

According to PP RT No. 473 of 25 September
2018, the price for electricity is to increase by
15% since the 17 of November. Now, the Tajik
population has to pay 19.37 dirams instead of
16.85 dirams per kilowatt.

Rogun HPP. Construction works in 2018 were
completedinline with the schedule. The staff of
Dnepr-SGEM together with chief-engineers of
the "Electrotyazhmash” plant and the manao-
gement staff of the station fransported and
assembled in proper location the runner of the
hydroelectric generator No. 6, the first of 6 units
of the Rogun HPP (5 July). The official launch of
the first unit of the Rogun HPP (16 November)
was held with participation of the Vice-Prime-
Minister of Afghanistan, the Minister of Water
Management of Uzbekistan and the Deputy
Minister of Energy of Russia, as well as repre-
sentatives of the CASA-1000 participating coun-
tries, infernational organizations, diplomats and
journalists from more than 30 leading media
agenciesin different countries.

Initially, 2 billion somoni were allocated for
the Rogun HPP from the national budget for
2018. In October, Majlisi Namoyandagon (Lo-
wer Chamber of Parliament) of Taijikistan
approved amendments to the state budget of
the RT for 2018. In accordance with the amen-
dments, additional funds in the amount of 749
million somoni were allocated for the con-
struction of the Rogun HPP. More than 223
million budget funds will be sent in 2019 for
finishing of the Rogun HPP. In September 2018,
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the Government of Tajikistan put Eurobonds in
international markets and atftracted $500
million. The Government of Tajikistan plans to
pay off its exfternal creditors, which have
acquired Eurobonds by 2028. In order to finish
the HPP and pay off debts, the Tajik authorities
intend to sell electrical energy generated by
the two units to Afghanistan and Pakistan at
higher tariffs.

By the invitation of the Tagjik side, the ICWC
delegation visited the Rogun HPP (28 November
2018). The visit was started from the office of
OJSC “Rogun HPP"”, where Mr. Rakhmonov, the
chief operating officer, explained about the
construction of the stafion and provided the
detailed information about its key structures.
Then the delegation visited the site. 52 km of
tunnels of the planned 74 km have been
already built. The cost of the finished work,
including that done in the Soviet period, is $3.2
billion. To complete the HPP, additional $4.5
billion will be needed (See details in section
“ICWC" and Press-release of SICICWC).

CASA-1000. In the second quarter of 2018 a
tender to develop the CASA-1000 project
operational strategy and a high-voltage direct
current fransmission system was announced.
Based on the results of the CASA-1000 Regionall
Project’s Inter-Governmental Board Meeting,
the Agreement between the OJSC “Bargi Tojik”
and the Italion Company CESI on consulting
services for direct-current objects was signed in
September. Also, the Agreement between the
OJSC “Bargi Tojik” and the Swedish Company
ABB on the construction of converter sub-station
in Sangtuda with the capacity of 1300 MW and
the Agreement between the OJSC “Barqi Tojik”
and the Indian Company “Kalpataru Power
transmission Ltd"” on the construction of the Tajik
part of power transmission line 500 kW were
signed. As of December 2018, the design of
fransmission line Sangtuda 500 kW up to the
border of Afghanistan was completed and
submitted to the OJSC “BarqiTojik” for approval.

Sarband HPP. In Khatlon district in the south of
Tajikistan, the first modernized plant unit of
Sarband (Head) hydropower plant on the
Vakhsh River was officially launched (7 No-
vember). The contractor, “PowerChina” (Sino-
hydro) Company, has informed that after the
reconstruction the capacity of the plant unit
increased from 2510 49 MW, i.e. by 24 MW.

Nurek HPP. The Nurek HPP is the main source of
power supply in Tgjikistan but due to dete-
riorated equipment it works for 80% of its capa-
city. To deal with this issue the Government of
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Tajikistan attracts investments for its rehabilita-
tion. The total amount of rehabilitation project is
$700 million. The WB has provided $225 million
and the Asian Bank on infrastructure invest-
ments and the European Bank have allocated
additional $100 million. In August 2018, as a
result of the tender announced forrehabilitation
of the Nurek HPP, OJSC “Bargi Tojik” selected
the group of companies “Andritz” (with the
headquartersin Austria).

Kairakkum HPP. About $126 million will be allo-
cated for implementation of the second phase
of the Kairakkum Hydro Power Rehabilitation
Project in Tajikistan, of which $38 million will be a
public loan from the EBRD, $27 million is a con-
cessionalloan, $23 millionis a grant of the Green
Climate Fund and €35 million is a public loan of
the European Investment Bank. The project is
expected to complete the rehabilitation of the
Kairakkum HPP with the maximum increase of
the current fixed capacity from 126 to 174 MW.
The project is to be completed in 2024. The
contract for implementation of the Project was
signed on 20 December with the GE Hydro
(France), GE Renewable (Switzerland), and the
Cobra Instalaciones y Servicios S.A. (France-
Switzerland-Spain).

Farkhad HPP. Tgjikistan and Uzbekistan signed
an agreement on cooperation in operation of
the Farkhad HPP (9 March). By this agreement
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, respecting the
interests of the both parties, have agreed to use
together the Farkhad Hydrosystem for the
period of next 49 years: the territory, where the
Farkhad HPP is located, should be considered
as the territory of Tajikistan, and the hydropower
plant should be considered to be the property
of Uzbekistan, which consumes 100% of elect-
rical power generated by the HPP. The Agree-
ment was ratified on 25 April 2018 during the
regular meeting of the Majlisi Namoyandagon
of the Republic of Tajikistan.

Small HPPs. By May 2019, 30% of work on the re-
construction of the “Oksu” HPP has been comp-
leted in the Murgab district, GBAO. The project
cost is 7.4 million somoni. The “Pamir Energy”
Companyisin charge forimplementation of the
project and the “Bunyod Ltd” has been chosen
as a contractor of construction work. It is plan-
ned fo increase the capacity of two units up to
800 kW each at the total capacity of 1,600 kW to
improve the power supply of the Murgab
district.

Small HPP “Tajikistan” with the capacity of
1.5 thousand kW has been put into operation in
Murgab District, GBAO in September. The dam
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height is 64 m and the length is 12 m. There are
two units in the machinery room, each having
capacity of 750 kW. They are automatically
operated through the SCADA system.

Early in 2018, Tajikistan received the first part
of component units from the Tashkent plant
"Uzelektroapparat” in the amount of $670,000.

The Glacier Research Center was estab-
lished at the Tajik Academy of Sciences (PP RT
No. 162 of 27.03.2018). The Center organized an
expedition of a group of scientists to small
mountains in the Varzob gorge and high peaks
of Pamir to assess conditions of glaciers (June-
September). The studies have revealed
considerable changes of the Pamir’'s glacier
“Russian Geographical Society”, on the surface
of which a big lake occurred and strefched to
200 m. It is the alarm signal. Under the effect of
lake water, a part of ice may calve from the
glacier and block the Abdukahhor River. This
could pose therisk of flooding for the population
inthe VanjValley.

A very hot summer of 2018 had a negative
effect on glaciers. As a result of increased air
temperature and the intensive melting of the
Vodif glacier in Gorno-Mastchi district, the rock
fell in early July and damaged 200 m of road
way. Consequently, the waterlevelinrivers rose
sharply by almost 100m?°.

Over 11 months of 2018, 165 emergency and
extreme situations were registered in the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan, of which 21 ones caused physi-
cal damage to the national economy. Parti-
cularly, Tajikistan faced hazardous disasters and
processes, such as earthquakes, mudslides,
groundwaterrise, heavy rains, erosion, etc.

To prevent natural disasters, in 2018, neces-
sary actions such asreinforcement of banks and
cleaning of river beds of the Panj, Vakhsh and
Kafirnigan rivers were taken in the Sogd and
Khatlon provinces by local emergency agen-
ciesandlocal authorities.

The Emergency Committee with the finan-
cial support of the WB, the Government of
Switzerland (SECO), USA (USAID), the Aga Khan
Agency (Habitat) and the Government of Jo-
pan installed a modern early warning monito-
ring system at the Usoy dam.



To support the country in its disaster prevention
efforts, the Government of Tagjikistan and the
ADB have signed a grant agreement for the
amount of $10 million. Additionally, the Euro-
pean Commission has allocated €60,000 as a
humanitarian finance to provide emergency
assistance to the communities suffering from

floodsin the south of Tajikistan.

In 2018, foreign investors contributed to Tajikistan
6.1 billion somoni ($645 million), of which 3 billion
somoni ($326 million) are direct foreign invest-
ments for the development of education, ener-
gy, transport and agriculture. In total, 69 invest-
ment projects are underway in the country for
the total amount of 30.5 billion somoni or $3.23
billion. Those include 23 grant projects, 12 loans
and 34 mixed financing projects. The investments
are made in 9 education and social protection
projects, 23 agricultural and irrigation projects, 11
energy projects, 16 transportation projects and
other areas. From the beginning of implemento-
tion of these projects and by 1 January 2019, the
half of the total amount allocated to these
projects — 15.5 bilion somoni ($1.64 billion) — has
been used. Particularly, in 2018, 3.9 billion somoni
was used ($418.6 million), which is 96% of the
expected volume. The on-going projects are
financed by the ADB ($743 milion), WB ($594
million), Eximbank of China ($467 million), EBRD
($403 million), IDB ($148.6 million), etc.

In 2018, with the purpose to strengthen and
expand friendship and cooperation, seek for
new ways of development and deepening of
relations with the majority of countries all over
the world as well as to take part in high-level
forums, the President of Tajikistan Mr. Emomaili
Rakhmon repaid a state visit to the Republic of
Uzbekistan; made 3 official visits (Kazakhstan,
Azerbaijan and Japan) and 7 working frips (USA,
Russia, China, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan).

Major international events:

In relation to the beginning of the 2018-2028
International Decade for Action “Water for Sus-
tainable Development” and based on the
initiative of the President Emomali Rakhmon, a
high-level event was held on 22 March in New
York. At the beginning of the session, Mr.
Mahmoud Saikal, GA Deputy Chairman, shared
the purposes of this high-level event. Antonio
Guterres, the UN Secretary General, underlined
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the importance of global initiatives of the
President Emomali Rakhmon and shared the
impressions of his last visit fo Tajikistan. In his
speech the President of Tajikistan mentioned 5
global challenges related to water resources,
such as climate change, population growth,
gender, funding for plans and actions, and
fransboundary component of water coope-
rafion.

The 23 Session of the ECO Council of
Foreign Ministers was held and adopted the
Dushanbe Declaration (17 April, Dushanbe).
The Declaration provides for further develop-
ment of cooperation in transportation, energy,
tourism, economy and social area, as well as in
environmental conservation.

The International High-Level Conference on
the International Decade for Actions “Water for
Sustainable Development, 2018-2028" was held
on 20-21 June, Dushanbe. See section “Major
eventsin the CA countries” formore details.

The Tajik Minister of Energy and Water
Resources Mr. Usmonali Usmonzoda took part
and spoke at the Ministerial Conference of the 8
World Water Forum (19-20 March, Brasilia). The
Head of Tajik Delegation was speaking about
water issues in Central Asia and successes in
reformation of the national watersector.

The Tajik delegation headed by Colonel
Jamshed Makhmadzoda, Deputy Chairman of
the Committee for Emergency Situations and
Civil Defence under the Government of
Tajikistan participated in the Regional Forum of
the Heads of Emergency Agency of the Cenftral
Asia countries (27 April, Almaty). A range of
projects on strengthening of regional coope-
rafion in the CA countries in the area of disaster
risk mitigation and emergency prevention and
liguidation was discussed. Based on the results
of the meeting, the finaldocument was agreed.

The Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the Republic of Tagjikistan to the
Russian Federation Imomuddin Sattorov in his
speech at the Il All-Russian Water Congress on
5-7 June told about international initiatives of
Tajikistan as a country, which possesses advan-
ced experience in water area, and on pre-
paration to the International High-Level Con-
ference on the International Decade for
Actions “Water for Sustainable Development,
2018-2028", as well as the main tasks and
purposes of this Conference.

The UN Resident Representative of the RT
Makhmadamin Makhmadaminov participated



in the opening ceremony of the Political High-
level Forum on Sustainable Development under
the aegis of UN's Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC). Mr. Makhmadaminov, as a Vice-
President of the ECOSOC, chaired the inter-
active session “SDG 6 — Ensuring accessibility
and sustainability of water and sanitation for all”
(? July, New York).

The President of Tajikistan Emomali Rakhmon
participated in the Summit of the Heads of IFAS
founder-state on 24 August in Turkmenbashi. For
more details see section "Xl Summit of the
Heads of IFAS Founder-State”.

The Tajik delegation participated also in the
12th Session of the SPECA Economic Forum (19
September, Almaty). The SPECA regional
strategy, particularly, simplification of frade
procedures, regional cooperation for
achievement of the goals of sustainable trade
and regulation of non-tariff frade measures
were discussed during the session. The “SPECA
National Strategy on Trade Mechanism” was
drafted to develop trade cooperation and
submitted to the Governments of SPECA
member-states foragreement.

International Agreements:

The signing ceremony for the Agreement
between the IFAD and the Government of
Tajikistan on financing the Community-Based
Agricultural Support Project in the amount of
$39.3 million was held on 8 February in Italy,
Rome. The project aims to improve living
conditions of more than 48,000 of low-income
families in such towns and districts of Tajikistan as
Devashtich, Shakhrsitan, Dusti, Jaikhun, Nurek,
Rasht and Tajikabad.

Tajikistan and Belarus signed 15 documents
on cooperation between various agencies of
the two countries on 15 May in Dushanbe.
Additionally, a plan of consultations between
the Ministries of Foreign Affairs for 2019-2010 was
signed. The parties considered a new package
of cooperation documents signed during the
official visit of the President of the Republic of
Belarus to Tajikistan as an impetus for
development and expansion of potential
relations between the two countries.

Based on the resulfs of inter-governmental
meetings and negotiations between the RT and
the Russian Federation, a signing ceremony for
bilateral documents was held on 31 May in
Dushanbe. During the event, the parties
addressed the issues of cooperation in the area
of economy, frade, energy, agriculture,

industry, roads and fransport, education and
science, investments, public employment and
others.

As part of the state visit of the President of
India Ram Nath Kovind to Tajikistan, 10 new
cooperation documents were signed on 8
October.

Particularly, the Heads of State have signed
memorandums on cooperation between the
governments of two countries in the area of
disaster management and application of
space technologies for peaceful purposes.

Official web-sites:

The President of Tajikistan (www.president.1j),
The Ministry of Justice (www.adlia.fj)
“BarqiTojik” OJSC (www.bargitojik.1j).

Information agencies and sites:

http://khovar.tj;
https://news.tj;

www.dialog.1j;
http://ca-news.org;

http://news.taj.su;
www.kazakh-zerno .kz;
www.trend.az;
http://akhbor-rus.com;
http://catoday.org;
https://aftag.info;
https://regnum.ru;
https://ria.ru;
http://kabar.kg;

www.apk-inform.com;
https://east-fruit.com;
https://tajikta.tj;
https://ca-voice.info;
www.centrasia.ru




Section 5. Key Water Developments in the Countries of Central Asia

5.4. Turkmenistan
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General Information

Water resources. The tofal volume of water
resources of Turkmenistan used by economic
sectors is comprised of the surface runoff of the
Amu Darya, Murgab, Tedjen, and Afrekrivers, as
well as the small water courses of northeast
slopes of Copetdag, and insignificant
groundwater resources and collector-drainage
waters. 95% of surface water in the water balan-
ce of Turkmenistan are formed outside the
country and have a fransboundary status. 88%
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of all surface water in the country comes from
the Amu Darya. The Karakum River plays an
important role in meeting the needs for water. It
is the biggest hydro-technical facility in the
world (1,380 km in length). It irrigates approxi-
mately 1 million ha of lands. The unit water
supply for population is 4,000 m*/per capita a
year.

Energy. Energy sectoris comprised of 9 gas-fired
TPPs and one hydropower plant: Mary,
Turkmenbashi (former Krasnovodsk), Abadan



(Bezmeinsk), Balkanabad (Nebitdag), Seyd,
Ashgabat, Dashoguz, Avaz, Akhal and Gindu-
kush HPP, which is the eldestin the energy history
of Turkmenistan. The country is entirely self-
sufficient in electricity and even exports it to
Iran, Turkey and other countries. Energy
potential is continuously developed: new
power plants and fransmission lines are
constructed and existing energy facilities are
reconstructed.

In 2018, 5 meetings of the National Parliament
were held, 61 laws and 66 decrees of Mejlis were
adopted. The following laws and regulations
can be mentioned in water, agriculture and
environmental spheres:

The Law on state regulation of agricultural
development (No. 29-VI of 09.06.2018) specifies
the main purposes and mechanisms of
implementation of the National Agricultural
Development Program covering the key areas
of agriculture and forestry, food and goods
production;

The Law onreclamation of land (No. 76-VI of
20.10.2018) defines legal, economic and
institutional framework for reclamation of land
andregulatesrelevantrelations;

The Law on making changes and amend-
ments to the “Law On environmental expertise™
(No. 685-V of 05.01.2018, No. 54-VI of 09.06.2018)
specifies that environmental expertise is based
on the principle “...be bound by requirements
of environmental safety while making an
environmental expertise” and that “...state
environmental expertise, public environmental
experfise and independent environmental
expertise, known as the environmental audit,
areimplementedin Turkmenistan...”;

The Law on amending the Water Code of
Turkmenistan (“Vedomosti” of the Mejlis of
Turkmenistan, No. 4, 20.10.2018), according to
which the executive branch of the government
responsible for licensing of exploration,
surveying and exploitation of water aquifers
and permitting of well driling for water abstrac-
tion “...defines the payment and charges and
transfers it to its operating account in accor-
dance with the procedures established by the
legislation of Turkmenistan...”;

The Law on making changes and amend-
ments to the Land Code of Turkmenistan (“Ve-
domosti” of the Mejlis of Turkmenistan, No. 3-4,
01.12.2018) makes the amendment thatland for
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agricultural production shall be given for
temporary use out of special land fund to joint
stock companies, daikhkan farms and other
legal entities of Turkmenistan. Provincial autho-
rities shall approve the decision of the provincial
Land Commission on the allocation of land plots
fortemporary use;

The Law on making changes and amend-
ments to the Law of Turkmenistan on drinking
Water (No. 104-VI of 01.12.2018), which makes
amendments concerning the payment for
water used by population for free within the
established limits;

The Decree on further improvement of agri-
cultural reforms (Khalk Maslakhaty of Turkme-
nistan, 25.09.2018) defines the key areas of
activity aimed at improving the agricultural
sector, increasing the number of private
producers in agriculture and using land and
waterresources sustainably;

The Law on environmental audit (Mejlis of
Turkmenistan, 02.03.2019) defines the legal and
institutional framework for environmental audit
and is aimed at increasing environmental
soundness and efficiency of economic entities.

Geographical location and natural and clima-
fic conditions of Turkmenistan predetermine
that water resources are limited. The decline in
water resources makes it necessary to
reconsider irrigation methods and improve
productivity of irrigation systems through their
modernization.

Among the state governance bodies dea-
ling with water use and protection in Turkmenis-
tan are the Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan,
the Ministry of Agriculture and Water Manage-
ment, the State Committee of Turkmenistan on
the Environmental Protection and Land Resour-
ces, the State Concern "Turkmengeologiya”,
the National Institute of Deserts, Flora and
Fauna, the Ministry of Energy, and the Ministry of
Utilities.

The Murgab River Basin Council, the first
water management organization at basin level,
has started its work in Turkmenistan. The small
Basin Councilincludes representatives of water-
management organizations, velayat (province)
and etrap (district) authorities, and daihan
agricultural and water associations. It has been
planned to reconstruct some sections of the
oldest national water system — the Sariyazin



reservoir and its dam, as well as the lolotan,
Kolkhozbent and Gindukush hydroschemes.

The work on construction of new reservoirs
and extension of existing ones is underway.
Dozens of structures were constructed for the
water reservoir named “15 years of indepen-
dence in Turkmenistan”. Reconstruction of the
first connecting canal, which takes its origin in
the Amu Darya has been completed. The
lengthis more than 40 km and the widthis 120 m.
The canal has allowed increasing the flow
capacity to 400 m®/s. At present, the reservoir
regulates river flow to ensure normal flow of the
Amu Darya water along the Karakum River to
the valleys of Murgab and Tejen, the Priko-
petdag plain and the western Turkmenistan. The
manmade lake delivers clear water to the river
within the pre-set parameters. Construction of
the second extension of the reservoir, with the
storage capacity of more than 3 billion m* was
started. The construction of Turkmen Lake “Altyn
Asyr' is still underway to normalise operation of
drainage systems, lower the water table, impro-
ve conditions of land and enrich the desert
biodiversity.

As part of the “Master Plan on drinking water
supply to settlements”, staff of the hydrogeolo-
gical expedition from the State Corporation
“Turkmengeologiya” has completed work in
Akhal veloyat on exploration of groundwater
and accurate determination of their reserves.
The regime, balance and salinity of groundwao-
ter are under continuous observation. 20 new
wells, 100 to 150 m deep, are ready for exploi-
tation; 200 wells were reconstructed to supply
water to district centers and daihan associao-
fionsin the territory from Serakhs to Bami.

A system of water tfreatment facilities was
put info operation in Takhtabazar district of
Mary province. Water treatment facilities are
also constructed in Khalach, Deinau, Sayat and
other districts of Lebap province. Water
conduits are laid together with the construction
of drinking water plants.

The Kaahka-Khivabad gravity-flow conduit,
about 15 kmlong, has been opened toregulate
water supply for agriculture, drinking and
household needs. On a daily basis, the conduit
delivers 14,256 m*/day (1651/s) from the Laiynsuv
River.

To build capacities of water-management
organizations, provincial and district authorities
and daihan associations for efficient water
management and application of up-to-date
technologies, a range of workshops, trainings,
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round-tables and webinars was held as part of
on-going projects (see Section “Regional and
National Projects” below).

The State agrarian policy of Turkmenistan is
aimed at ensuring abundant food, stable
growth in agricultural production and output,
and building capacities of daihan associations,
lease holders and entrepreneurship.

Agricultural producers are provided with
various state benefits, including those oriented
at the reduction of production costs. For the
financial support to agricultural producers rele-
vant banks of Turkmenistan are allowed fo
provide concessional loans to daihan associa-
tions and farms, agricultural joint stock compa-
nies, specialized research institutes, land owners
and lease tenants, and private entfrepreneurs
working in the agro-industrial sector. The agricul-
tural producers can receive a concessional
loan for 10 years at annual 1% interest rate to
buy agricultural equipment, mechanisms and
tools as well as excavators and bulldozers, and
water-saving equipment. Also, they can re-
ceive a concessional loan for the period of 10
years at 5% interest rate for the projects focused
on the development of cattle farming, poultry,
processing andrelated services.

The size of special land funds dedicated for
agricultural use and comprising the agricultural
land of daihan associations was defined and
approved. The plots of land are provided to joint
stock companies, daihan farms and other legal
entities and people for the period up to 99 years.

The minimum payment for land was set for
farmers and they are totally tax exempted.
Machinery, seeds, mineral ferfilizers, irrigation
water and other inputs are provided on
concessional terms. Since 5" of October 2018, a
credit line has been opened for settlement of
accounts with cotton producers. Depending on
cofton variety, the initial amount of 60 or 80
tenge per 1 kg of raw cotton is paid to produ-
cers.

Daihan farms and agricultural joint stock
companies are granted the right to keep the
excessive production after they meet the
contractual obligations and sell it at their own
price.

Huge investments are made in the constfruc-
fion of new caftle and poultry factories,
greenhouse farms, agro-industrial processing



enterprises and refrigerator warehouses in the
country. The State buys modern agricultural
equipment and machines: grain-harvesting
and cotton-picking combines, various types of
fractors, and so on from the leading world
producers, such as John Deere, CLAAS and
others.

Moreover, parficular attention is paid to
diversification of agriculture, promotion of
innovations in agricultural production,
sustainable methods of irrigation and crop
production, and agro-biotechnology and seed
farming.

The energy sector of Turkmenistan keeps
developing and increasing its generating
capacity. While constructing energy projects,
special attention is paid to the environmental
safety of energy sfructures and their provision
with up-to-date equipment. “The Concept of
Turkmenistan on the energy development for
the period of 2013-2030" is under implementa-
tion. As part of the Concept, outdated energy
stfructures undergo reconstruction and new
structures will be built and put info operation.
The first in Turkmenistan combined-cycle ther-
mal power plant was put into operation in Mary
province. This power plant is environmentally
friendly, almost waste-free and resource saving.
The fuel sources of the plant include gas and
steam. At the same time, its performance will
increase 1.5 times: from 34.2 up to 57%, and
harmful emissions info the atmosphere will be
three times less. Fuel consumption will also be
reduced.

International energy collaboration is a priority
for Turkmenistan:

As part of the International Energy Forum,
International Conference “The main di-
rections of energy development in Turk-
menistan” and the 11" International Exhi-
bition were organized (6-8 September,
Ashkhabad).

The Agreement on the transmission line
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan (TAP)
was signed between the Ministry of Ener-
gy of Turkmenistan and the Ministry of
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Energy and Water of the Islamic Republic
of Afghanistan (11 October, Ashkhabad);

The Turkmen delegation participated in
the work of the 29" session of the Energy
Charter Conference. Based on the results
of the Conference, the Bucharest Declo-
rafion was adopted (27-28 November,
Bucharest).

Protection of the nature and environmental
friendliness are the priority directions of the
national policy.

The National strategy of Turkmenistan on
biodiversity conservation for the period of 2018-
2023 was developed (the document is at
approval stage now). The Strategy defines the
key areas of work, based on commitments
made under the Convention on Biological
Diversity. The main goal of the Strategy is to
achieve a sustainable balance between
economic development and environmental
continuity by 2025. Preparation of the 6" Natio-
nal report under the Convention on Biological
Diversity was started.

The review of the National Strategy of Turk-
menistan on climate change under the interna-
tional obligations of Turkmenistan on implemen-
tation of the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Paris Agree-
ment and in the context of SDGs was started. The
Turkmen delegation participated in the Central
Asian Conference on climate change (24-25
January, Aimaty) and in 7" and 8"'* meetings
of the EU-CA Working Group on environment
and climate change (6-7 February, Brussels; 7-8
June, Tashkent).

The country is consistently moving to
environmentally friendly and resource-saving
technologies in industry, including oil and gas,
energy and chemical sectors.

Turkmenistan has joined the UN initiative
“Sustainable cities”, particularly started the
project “Sustainable development of cifies in
Turkmenistan: comprehensive development of
green cities in Ashkhabad and Avaz” with the
support of GEF and UNDP.

Resolution of the 7t Meeting of the EU-CA Working group on environment and climate change

http://wecoop?2.eu/sites/default/files/documents/7WGECC/Newsletter2520FEB%25202018 EN.PDF
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Resolution of the 8" Meeting of the EU-CA Working group on environment and climate change

https://wecoop?2.eu/sites/default/files/documents/8WGECC/Summary%20by%20the %20Chaqir%208th%20W GEC C%20final%20IMELS %20EN%

201207-6.pdf


https://sng.today/ashkhabad/8295-turkmenistan-i-john-deere-podpisali-memorandum-o-rasshirenii-sotrudnichestva.html
https://www.energycharter.org/who-we-are/energy-charter-conference/meetings/29th-meeting-of-the-energy-charter-conference/
https://www.energycharter.org/who-we-are/energy-charter-conference/meetings/29th-meeting-of-the-energy-charter-conference/
http://ca-climate.org/eng/news/central-asia-climate-change-conference/
http://ca-climate.org/eng/news/central-asia-climate-change-conference/
https://un.mission.gov.tm/en/news/20564
https://www.tm.undp.org/content/turkmenistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/inception-seminar-sustainable-cities.html
https://www.tm.undp.org/content/turkmenistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/inception-seminar-sustainable-cities.html
https://www.tm.undp.org/content/turkmenistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/inception-seminar-sustainable-cities.html

The National Forestry Program is on-going. As
part of the Program, the workshop “Forest
biodiversity conservation in the context of
climate change” and greening campaigns
were organized.

The International Science-to-Practice Con-
ference "Turkmenistan in the heart of the Great
Silk Road — a region of ecological well-being”
was held on the occasion of the World Environ-
ment Day (5June, Ashkhabad).

A meeting of the IFAS Board was held at the
level of the Deputy Heads of Government of
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbe-
kistan. The work plan of the EC IFAS for the
period of Turkmenistan chairmanship was
discussed. The Plan includes the development
of the UN special program’s project for the Aral
Sea basin, based on negotiation among the
founder- states of IFAS, ASBP-4; the formation of
national and regional expert groups for
consultations with international organizations
and partners to support the development of
REPSD CA, as well as the matters related to
preparation of the Summit of the Heads of IFAS
Founder-State (30 January, Ashkhabad).

Prior to the Summit, the 74" meeting of
ICWC, the ICSD work meeting (22 August,
Turkmenbashi), and the exiraordinary meeting
of the IFAS Board (23 August, Turkmenbashi)
were held.

The Summit of the Heads of IFAS founder-
state took place in the National Tourist Zone
“Avaza” on 24" of August. The Heads of State
have underlined the importance of the
development of ASBP-4 and REPSD CA. Also,
they found necessary to consider a possibility for
the development of the UN Special Program for
the Aral Sea Basin and requested the EC IFAS to
hold consultations on this matter with the
region’s states and the UN member states and
its agencies. The IFAS Board was requested to
develop a Plan of Measures forimplementation
of the reached agreements and to ensure
control over its fulfiment. Based on the results of
the Summit, a Joint Communiqué was adopted.
(For more details see section 3.1.2. “ Xl Summit of
the Heads of IFAS Founder-State™).

Following the Summit, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Turkmenistan had a briefing with
participation of the heads of EC IFAS, diplo-
matic missions, representatives of international
and non-governmental organizations, environ-
mentalists and media (27 August). The partici-
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pants underlined the importance of the Summit
and expressed confidence that proposals and
initiatives mentioned in the Joint Communiqué
would determine the key directions of IFAS
activity and would be reflected in practical
steps for environmental improvement in the
region.

The delegation of Turkmenistan took part in the
following events: First Infernational Conference
"Caspian Sea in XXI century: Cooperation and
Security” (28 September, Astana); V Summit of
the Heads of Caspian State (12 August, AkTau);
Session of the Coordination Committee on
Hydrometeorology of the Caspian Sea
(CASCOM) (30-31 October, Ashkhabad); mee-
tings of the working groups on the development
of environmental documents (25 October,
Ashkhabad); workshop “The Caspian Sea -
Sustainable Development and Management”
(5-6 March, Tourist zone "“Avaza”); applied con-
ference and festive events linked to the Cas-
pian Sea Day (12 August, Tourist zone “Avaza™).
Turkmenistan is continuing scientific and
environmental activities on the Caspian Sea.
(For more details see section 12.2 “Caspian Sea:
SpeciallLegal Status”)

Turkmenistan was the first country, which started
consultations on adaptation of SDGs to the
nafional context.

The National Working Group on SDG
implementation in Turkmenistan together with
the UN held a working meeting to discuss the
results and recommendations of the UN mission
for implementation and acceleration of SDGs
(30 March, Ashkhabad). During 2018, meetings,
roundtables, and an International Conference
dedicated to SDG financing and other events
were organized togetherwith the UN.

Since 1" of October, the UN Office in
Turkmenistan, the SDG Center and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan have started
the SDG Month in Ashkhabad: trainings to raise
awareness about SDGs; the workshop on
financing the Global Agenda; student debates;
UN model and the SDG dance festival.
Additionally, the Competition “SDG Young Am-
bassadors” waslaunched.

The work on the volunteer national review
and the report on implementation of the
Agenda 2030 in Turkmenistan is underway as


https://www.mfa.gov.tm/en/articles/304
https://www.mfa.gov.tm/en/articles/304

preparation for the High-level Political Forum to
be heldin July 2019.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan
organized a SDG roundtable (19 December),
where practical implementation of SDGs was
discussed. “The year 2018 laid a foundation for
implementation of 148 out of 169 tasks under
SDGs, which would be achieved by Turkme-
nistan over the midterm in three key strategic
areas — economy, social sector, and environ-
ment.”

The Project “Integrated natural resources
management in drought-prone and salinized
rural landscapes in Cenfral Asia and Turkey”
(FAO, GEF) is aimed to reduce risks and
vulnerability, increase resilience of rural
communities to droughts and salinization and
adaptationtothem. The projectisimplemented
in three pilot areas in Turkmenistan, characte-
rized by different soil and climatic conditions
and covering desert pastures, forests, irrigated
and rainfed land. Project activities are to
promote achievement of SDGs and implemen-
tation of international obligations by Turkme-
nistan on three global environmental conven-
tions —on combatting desertification, biological
diversity, and climate change.

As part of the project “Supporting climate-
resilient livelihoods of rural communities in dry
regions of Turkmenistan” (UNDP, GEF), the
following actions were undertaken in 2018:

organization of resource centers to pro-
vide daikhans with information and con-
sultation support;

allocation of funds for modern irrigation
technologies, equipment, machinery
and consfruction of fransmission lines in
livestock farm “Karakum” and daikhan
association “Parakhat”;

learning of AquaCrop, ClimWat, and
EToCalculator software models; assistan-
ce to pilot farms in four districts of Lebap
and Dashoguz provinces in preparation
and implementation of adaptation plans
for agricultural production and water
management;

elaboration of proposals on changes and
amendments in the laws of Turkmenistan
on daikhan associations and on daikhan
farms;
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two-day practical ftrainings in land
levelling using laser technology in pilot
sites of Lebap and Dashoguz provinces;
training in crop irrigation scheduling using
the FAO methodology.

As part of the project “Energy efficiency
renewable energy for sustainable water mana-
gement in Turkmenistan” (UNDP, GEF), the
following actions were undertakenin 2018:

demonstration activities in the project site
in Geoktepe, where farmers were
presented the innovation laser equip-
ment for land leveling; two-day training in
handling geodesic equipment of global
positioning system (GPS), and a workshop
forirrigators;

gravity-flow Kaahka-Khivabad conduit,
15 km long, was launched; a roundtable
was organized to present results, environ-
mental benefits and recommendations
on operation of gravity-flow conduits.

Within the frame of “Smart Water Project”
(USAID-CAREC) in 2018, a basin council was
established and its meetings were organized. In
addition, the CAREC's information and training
class was launched at the National Institute for
Deserts, Flora and Fauna of Turkmenistan.

As part of the “Central Asia Nexus Dialogue
Project: Fostering Water, Energy and Food
Security Nexus Dialogue and Multi-Sector
Investment” (CAREC — IUCN, with the financial
support of EU), a range of events of the
Interdepartmental Working Group on the
development of multi-sector investment
projects for achievement of water, energy and
food security in Turkmenistan was held.

769 delegations of different levels visited
Turkmenistan in 2018 through the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and 608 Turkmen delegations
had abroad visits. Multiple events were orga-
nized in Turkmenistan and abroad: conferen-
ces, meetfings and other events. In tofal, 58
meetings with representatives of foreign
counfries and international organizations were
held over 2018. Turkmenistan has joined 5 inter-
national conventions.

In 2018, Presidents of Afghanistan (Februa-
ry); Iran (March); Kazakhstan (August); Kyrgyz-
stan (August); Tajikistan (August), Uzbekistan
(August) and Azerbaijan (November) had offici-
aland working visits to Turkmenistan.


http://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail-news/en/c/1137579/
http://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail-news/en/c/1137579/
http://www.tm.undp.org/content/turkmenistan/ru/home/operations/projects/environment_and_energy/effective-water-management-and-climate-change.html
http://www.tm.undp.org/content/turkmenistan/ru/home/operations/projects/environment_and_energy/effective-water-management-and-climate-change.html
https://carececo.org/main/activity/projects/voda-obrazovanie-i-sotrudnichestvo-/
http://carececo.org/main/activity/projects/tsentralno-aziatskiy-dialog-po-ispolzovaniyu-vozmozhnostey-mnogosektoralnogo-finansirovaniya-putem-u/
http://carececo.org/main/activity/projects/tsentralno-aziatskiy-dialog-po-ispolzovaniyu-vozmozhnostey-mnogosektoralnogo-finansirovaniya-putem-u/
http://carececo.org/main/activity/projects/tsentralno-aziatskiy-dialog-po-ispolzovaniyu-vozmozhnostey-mnogosektoralnogo-finansirovaniya-putem-u/

The President of Turkmenistan made state,
official and working visits to Kuwait and United
Arab Emirates (March), Uzbekistan (April), Tajikis-
tan (June), Tatarstan (July), Kazakhstan (Au-
gust), and Russia (August, December).

The priority areas of the Turkmenistan foreign
policy include contribution to peace, stability
and safety, as well as progressive achievement
of the UN SDGs and strengthening of friendly
relations and cooperation in the region and
beyond.

Based on the initiative of Turkmenistan, the draft
resolution “"Cooperation between the United
Nations Organization and the International
Fund for saving the Aral Sea” (12 April, New-
York) (see section "General Assembly”) was
adopted at the 82™ meeting of the 72" UN GA
Session. Turkmenistan was elected a member of
the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
during the 26" meeting of 72" UN GA Session for
2019-2021 (13 June, New York). The Turkmen
delegation participated in the work of the High-
level Political Forum under the ECOSOC aegis
on the theme "Transformation towards sustai-
nable and resilient societies” (9-13 July, New-
York).

The President of Turkmenistan speaking at
the 73 UN GA Session voiced the priority
positions of the country on topical regional and
global challenges as well as constructive inifia-
fives aimed to further enhance and deepen
fruitful international cooperation (25 Septem-
ber-1 October, New York). The President mentio-
ned theissue of saving the Aral Sea as one of the
most important for cooperation between the
countries in the region and called the
international community for joint measures and
support of the Turkmenistan’s initiative on the
development of the UN Special Program for the
Aral Sea Basin. He also proposed to consider the
Aral Sea problem as a special area of the UN'’s
activity (for more details see section “General
Assembly”). During the visit, the Head of State
met Antonio Guterres, the UN Secretary
General. The parties paid particular attention to
contribution of the neutral Turkmen State fo
settflement of situation in Afghanistan and
resolution of the Aral Sea problem.

The cooperation between the EU and
Turkmenistan is continued on a regional scale,
i.e. with participation of all five Central Asian
countries. The 14" EU-Central Asia ministerial
meeting has become the key one among the
series of negofiations, meetfings and other
events related to the development of the EU
Strategy in the region. Based on the results of the
meeting, a Joint Communiqué was adopted”
(23 November, Brussels). Following the meeting
of the EU-Turkmenistan Partnership Council, EU
made a decision to open in Turkmenistan its
diplomatic missionin2019.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkme-
nistan Rashid Meredov had negotiations with
Peter Burian, EU specialrepresentative in the CA
counfries. A wide range of matters of mutual
interest, such as education, legislation, transport
and energy, water management and environ-
ment, including climate change was discussed
(23 May, Ashkhabad).

Turkmenistan delegation participated in the
following events:

Central Asian International Environmental
Forum (5-8 June, Tashkent). During the closing
ceremony, the representative of Turkmenistan
Mergen Jusupov read the message of
Batyrmurad Orazmuradov, Chairman of the
State Committee on Environmental Protection
and Land Resources. “This Forum also has
become an evidence of the efforts on
developing close cooperation in environmental
conservation”, was underlined in the message.
The main result of the Forum was the impetus for
active cooperation.

International High-level Conference on
Infernational Decade for Actions “Water for
Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028 (20 June,
Dushanbe). Speaking at the Conference, the
President Gurbanguly Berdymuhamedov
stated that water issues, including polifical,
economic, social aspects, require international
consensus and consolidation of efforts of the
states all over the world. Moreover, local
interests and benefits should give way to the
understanding of global goals and priorities and

'® Text of the Joint Communique of the Ministerial meeting “EU-Central Asia”
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/uzbekistan/54354/joint-communiqu%C3%A%-european-union-%E2%80%93-central-asia-foreign-ministers-

meeting-brussels-23-november_en



https://carececo.org/en/main/news/un-ifas-resolution/
https://carececo.org/en/main/news/un-ifas-resolution/
http://tdh.gov.tm/news/en/articles.aspx&article13356&cat26
http://tdh.gov.tm/news/en/articles.aspx&article13810&cat26
http://tdh.gov.tm/news/en/articles.aspx&article13810&cat26

the elaboration of a common long-term water
strategy. The President of Turkmenistan has
applied to the CA states and the UN Secretariat
to consider the establishment of a special UN
structure on waterissues for CA.

The regional meeting on strengthening
multi-sector water cooperation and bringing
water higher in the sustainable development
agenda, where the issues of transboundary
water management were discussed (12-13 July,
Almaty). The participants addressed the existing
problems and possible ways of developing
multi-sector water cooperation at the regional
level and discussed how to bring water higherin
the SDG agenda, as well as developed regional
proposals that could be supported under the
future program of work of the International
Water Assessment Center (IWAC).

Representatives of small basin councils took
part in the first Forum of small basin councils of
the CA and Afghanistan (26 November,
Bishkek). The Forum brought together
representatives of small basin councils, relevant
ministries and agencies in the region, as well as
international organizations and projects.

ADB takes active part in financing of investment
programs and projects in Turkmenistan. The work
plan proposed by the Bank provides for invest-
ments in the Turkmen economy for the period of
2019-2021 in the amount of about $1 billion. It is
expected that during implementation of the
projects this volume can be considerably increa-
sed.

The President of Turkmenistan during the
meeting with the ADB President Takehiko Nakao
(14 November, Ashkhabad) proposed the ADB
to consider the possibilities of investing in water
tfreatment plants.

Cooperation between ADB and Turkmenis-
tan is maintained also under the Cenfral Asian
Regional Economic Program (CAREC). 17" minis-
terial conference of the CAREC Program was
held with participation of representatives of the
CAREC Program, ADB, WB, Islamic Development
Bank, CAREC Institute, EU, EBRD, USAID (15 No-
vember, Ashkhabad).
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The official web-sites:

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (www.mfa.gov.tm);
The Ministry of Justice (http://minjust.gov.tm);
The Central Bank (www.cbt.tm/en/index.ntml);
EC IFAS (http://ecifas.gov.tm).

Information agencies and sites:

http://tdh.gov.tm/en/;
www.turkmenistan.gov.tm



https://www.carecprogram.org/?page_id=26
https://www.carecprogram.org/?page_id=26

Section 5. Key Water Developments in the Countries of Central Asia

5.5. Uzbekistan
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General Information

Water resources. The water resources of
Uzbekistan consist of renewable surface water
and groundwater of natural origin as well as
return water from anthropogenic uses (sewage
and drainage waters). Water resources are
formed both in transboundary basins and in
local surface water sources and aquifers. There
are 17,777 natural watercourses in Uzbekistan,
of which 9,930 are in the Amu Darya Basin and
4,926 are in the Syr Darya Basin. More than 500
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lakes are located in mountain river-valleys, and
Aydar-Arsanay is the biggest lake system.
Glaciers are situated in the upper reaches of
some rivers, mainly, in the catchment of the
Pskem River, with the average area of one
glacier at 0.29 km’. Water resources are formed
mainly through melt water: 60% in the Syr Darya
and the Amu Darya basins. Rain and glacial
water are the additional sources of water: 15
and 25%, respectively, in the Amu Darya Basin;
and, 25 and 15%, respectively, in the Syr Darya
Basin. The total regional groundwater reserves



are estimated at 18.45 km®. The total usable
groundwaterresources amount to 7.8 km®.

The Ministry of Water Management (surface
water) and the State Committee on Geology
and Mineral Resources (groundwater) are the
designated state agencies for water use regu-
lation.

Resolution of the President of Uzbekistan “On
measures for improvement of water use effici-
ency” (No. PP-3823 of 02.07.2018) was adopted
and set a new tax for water use (from surface
and groundwater sources) by entities of all
economic branches, industry, communal
services, efc.

Severallegal actshave been amended and
changed. Those are aimed at bettering land
legislation (No. ZRU-487 of 28.06.2018) and imp-
roving a mechanism for efficient use of crop-
lond (No. ZRU-506 of 13.12.2018); additional
measures are planned to speed-up the process
of hortficulture development (No. UP-5388 of
29.03.2018), development of water supply and
sanitation systems (No. PP-4040 of 30.11.2018),
support accelerated development of silk
industry (No. PP-3910 of 20.08.2018), fisheries
(No. PP-3657 of 06.04.2018), and karakul sheep
breeding (No. PP-3603 of 14.03.2018); radically
improve the financing system of raw cotton and
cereals production (No. PP-3574 of 28.02.2018);
create additional conditions for development
of greenhouse farming (No. PP-4020 of
28.11.2018); as well as measures for achieve-
ment of country’s food security (No. PP-5303 of
16.01.2018) and organization of activity of the
Inspection for control over agro-industrial
production and achievement of food security
at the Prosecutor General’s Office of Uzbekistan
(No. PP-3699 of 07.05.2018).

The President of Uzbekistan has approved
the Strategy of Innovation-Driven Development
in Uzbekistan for 2019-2021 (No. UP-5544 of
21.09.2018).The document sets the main tasks of
the Strategy, approves the Roadmap for
implementation of the Strategy and the target
indicators of innovation development of
Uzbekistan up to 2030. The document also gives
the directive to provide regularly necessary
data and indicators for inclusion of Uzbekistan
info the rating of the Global Innovation Index. A
special Commission for proper and timely
implementation of the Strategy was established
aswell.
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On implementation of the Strategy of Acti-
ons on five priority development directions in
the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2017-2021, app-
rovedin2017 (UP-4947 of 07.02.2017).

2018 — announced as the Year of support of
active entrepreneurship, innovative ideas and
technologies —is marked with extensive measu-
res to adopt latest scientific achievements,
innovative ideas and technologies in national
economy. For putting of this State Program in
place, 76,000 projects were implemented in the
amount of 21 ftrillion sum and $1 billion.
According to the programs “Obod Kishlok” and
"Obod Mahalla”, 3 trillion sum was allocated to
create better living conditions in more than 400
vilages and makhalyas of the country. About 2
frillion sum was allocated for more than 2600
business-projects at local levels as part of the
Programs “Every family — enfrepreneur” and
“Youth is our future”. A Concept for the impro-
vement of taxation policy of Uzbekistan was
adopted. The Concept is aimed at encouro-
ging economic development, improving
business environment and investment attrac-
tiveness, increasing income of population and
lowering tax burden on business. For example,
the reduced rate of unified social tax down to
12% and cancelled obligatory payments char-
ged on profit of legal entities to the state
special-purpose funds have allowed enterprises
to keep their extra-profit. In 2018, agreements
for the amount of $50 billion were reached
under investment projects. As part of priority 3
“"Economy development and liberalization”, in
order to take systematic measures for mitigation
of negative effects of global climate change
and drying up of the Aral Sea, the UN Mulfi-
Partner Human Security Trust Fund for the Aral
Sea Region was launched, and the Interna-
tional Innovation Center for the Aral Sea Basin
was established at the President of Uzbekistan.

On implementation of initiatives and pro-
posals of the President of Uzbekistan voiced
during the Summit of the IFAS Heads of Founder-
State. By the order of the Cabinet of Ministers of
Uzbekistan, No. 965-F of 16.11.2018, the Action
Plan (“Roadmap”) was approved. This Plan lists
national programs and projects. Within the
framework of the Roadmap, the following
actions were takenin2018:

The UN Multi-Partner Human Security Trust
Fund for the Aral Sea Region was estab-
lished (See detailsin section *UN Develop-

ment Program”);


http://aral.mptf.uz/
http://aral.mptf.uz/
https://iic-aralsea.org/?page_id=50
https://iic-aralsea.org/?page_id=50
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The work was started on preparation to
and organization of the infernational
high-level conference under the aegis of
the UN — “Prearalie — the area of environ-
mentalinnovations and technologies”;

The Concept for “Prearalie — the area of
environmental innovations and fechnolo-
gies” isunderdevelopment;

The resolution “On the establishment of
International Innovation Center for the
Aral Sea Basin at the President of
Uzbekistan” (No. PP-3975 of 16.10.2018)
approves the establishment of the
Center, with the scientific and technical
support of the Islamic Development Bank
and the International Center for Biosaline
Agriculture (ICBA), and sefs tasks and
directions of the Center’s activity. The
resolution also approves the establish-
ment of a special Fund for innovation
support in Prearalie. During the Interna-
tional Forum “Innovative approaches for
promotion of sustainable management
and social stability in the Aral Sea Basin™
dedicated to the Aral Sea problem, the
Memorandum of Understanding was
signed between the Ministry of Innovation
Development and the ICBA (16-18 Oc-
tober, Samarkand). See more about
activities of the Center at https://iic-

aralseq.org;

Afforestation is undertaken on the dried
bed of the Aral Sea (see section “Affore-
station on the bed of the former Aral Sea
in Uzbekistan”);

Additional support was got for the Project
“Creation of small local water bodies in
the Amy Darya Delta”.

The Ministry of Water Management was es-
tablished in Uzbekistan. According to the Dec-
ree of the President of Uzbekistan “On arrange-
ments for thorough improvement of the state
administration system in agriculture and water
management” (No. UP-5330 of 12.02.2018), on
the base of the Ministry of Agriculture and Water
Resources of Uzbekistan (MAWR) two separate
ministries - the Ministry of Agriculture (MAC) and
the Ministry of Water Management (MWM) -
were established. The following institutions were
also formed: Inspection for control over agro-
industrial production and achievement of food
security at the Prosecutor General's Office;
Agriculturaland Food Development Fund at the
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MAC; Water Development Fund at the MWM;
Agriculture and Food Research and Develop-
ment Center at the Academy of Sciences of
Uzbekistan. The State Bread Inspection at the
Cabinet of Ministers, Chief State Inspection for
supervision over machinery and equipment,
Chief State Inspection on livestock breeding,
Republican Water Inspection “Uzsuvnazorat”,
State Center on certification and control over
the quality of seeds "Uzdavurugnazoratmarkaz”
were eliminated.

According to the Decree of the President of
Uzbekistan “On measures for thorough improve-
ment of the state administration system in agri-
culture and water management” (No. UP-5418
of 17.04.2018), the Agency for Agro-Industry
and Food Projects was established as the legal
successor of the Agency for Rural Re-structuring
and the Center for Agriculture and Water
Investment Projects.

Since January 1, 2019, the Irrigated Land
Reclamation Fund at the Cabinet of Ministers of
Uzbekistan was abolished. Its functions on
formulation of sectoral development programs
and as the client for reconstruction and
construction of drainage structures, repair and
rehabilitation of main (inter-provincial) collec-
tors were transferred fo the Ministry of Water
Management. The functions on financing of
and getting agreement on targeted programs
on reconstruction and construction, repair and
rehabilitation of drainage systems were trans-
ferred to the Ministry of Finance and to the
Prearalie Region Development Fund at the
Ministry of Finance, which should finance the
Prearalie Development Program for the state
budget (No.PP-4086 of 26.12.2018).

At present, the total annual amount of water
used in Uzbekistan is about 55 km®, including
approximately 50 km?® for irrigated agriculture
and 3.5 km’ for household and drinking needs of
urban and rural population.

Efficient use of land and water resources
based on advanced technologies and wide
adoption of water-saving technologies in
agriculture are mentioned among the main
tasks for 2019 in the President’s Message to the
Oliy Mdijlis (Supreme Council). The Cabinet of
Ministers is to develop a Roadmap for large-
scale adoption of water-saving technologies in
agriculture. In 2019, the Ministry of Water
Management together with the experts from
CA countries is to develop proposals on the
improvement of water use in Central Asia.



In 2018, farms “Ishtihon Nurli Davr” (Ishtyhan
District) and “Marokand Klaster” (Narpai dist-
rict), as well as the Uzbek-Chinese joint venture
"PengSheng” (Syr Darya district) implemented
drip irrigation projects that covered more than
200 ha. This allowed achieving crop yields of 40-
45 centner/ha, whichis 1.5-1.7 times higher than
the average yield of raw cotton in Uzbekistan,
andsaving water.

Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers “On
measures for adoption of modern information-
communication and innovative technologies in
the water sector” (No. PKM-714 of 10.09.2018)
was approved. The Resolution sets innovation
measures that will be financed through donors’
funds. Modernization in the water sector will be
based on four main directions: adoption of the
on-line system for collection of data on water
discharge and other indicators of waterworks
facilities, reservoirs, main canals and other
important water structures; application of mo-
dern technologies and software for crop irriga-
tion and efficient water use; organization of on-
line monitoring over energy consumption and
water management at pump stations that
belong to the Ministry of Water Management;
organization of water inventory using modern
information and communication technologies
and development of mobile applications. By
mid-2019, it is planned to develop and put in
place a mobile application for public use which
would allow receiving knowledge and
information on new water-saving technologies,
including drip irrigation.

The Resolution of the President “On urgent
measures for creation of favourable conditions
for wider application of drip irrigation for pro-
duction of cotton” (No. PP-4087 of 27.12.2018)
was adopted. The document sets the priority
directions for further expansion of drip irrigation
technology for production of cotton, adopts a
“"Roadmap” for implementation over 2019-
2020. It is tasked to form working groups for
promotion of water-saving irrigation techno-
logies and confribution of concrete proposals
on a new enterprise in Kashkadarya province
for manufacturing of drip irrigation systems and
spare parts for them. To support cotton produ-
cers who adopted drip irrigation and the produ-
cers of drip irigation systems, the subsidies for
infroduction of fechnologies of drip irrigation in
the amount of 8 million sum per 1 hectare of
cropped area are allocated; the costs related
to payment of 10% points of the credit interest
rate set by a commercial bank are covered by
the state; import contracts are exempted from
expertise and registration; spare parts and raw
materials become free from custom duties up to
1 January 2021.
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In the near-term, Uzbekistan plans to build
seven large reservoirs at the total capacity of
0.045 km®: Parkentsoy, Kizilsoy and Toshtepa in
Tashkent province; Karman in Farish district of
Jizzak province; Guldara and Ayakchisoy in
Kashkadarya province; Bulungur in Samarkand
province.In 2019, itis planned to allocate 1.7 tril-
lion sum from the state budget and $84 million
from international financing institutions for
reclamation of irrigated land.

Currently, 65% of population has access to
improved drinking water supply and 15% of
population uses sanitation facilities. Water
meters are installed at 43% of households, 94% of
wholesale customers and 10% of water intakes.
Emergency repairs are needed for 23.7 km of
drinking water supply networks (40%), 2,000 km
of sewage networks (27%), and 3,598 water
intake structures and treatment plants.

To improve the current situation, the
President’s Decree "On additional measures for
development of drinking water supply and
sanitation in the Republic of Uzbekistan”
(No. PP-4040 of 30.11.2018) was adopted. The
Clean Drinking Water Fund at the Ministry of
Finance was transformed into the Water Supply
and Sanitation Development Fund. Now, the
Fund has got additional tasks on financing of
programs and projects for construction and
reconstruction of sanitation objects. The docu-
ment infroduces a special charge for sanitation
services, the size of which is to be approved by
the Karakalpakstan Council of Ministers, provin-
cial and Tashkent city authorities upon agree-
ment with territorial financial bodies. The terri-
torial branches of the “Engineering Company
on construction of water supply and sanitation
objects” are established in all regions of the
country (except for Tashkent) on the base of
four infer-regional branches. The purpose is to
ensure coordination and implementation of
targeted programs on construction and
reconstruction of water supply and sanitation
objects in 2019 and the next years at the
expense of the above-mentioned Fund.

The President’s Resolution “On measures for
improvement of drinking water supply to the
population of Jizzak province” (No. PP-3695 of
04.05.2018) approved “Improvement of drin-
king water supply in Jizzak province through
water of the Zarafshan River” Project. The
project provides for construction of waterintake
structure; water freatment station; *“Jizzak”
water distribution system; 16-kilometer conduit



from water intake to the water treatment sta-
tion; 20-kilometer main conduit from water
freatment plants; and 14é-kilometer main and
feeding conduits.

The “Improvement of drinking water supply
in rural areas of Prearalie Project” financed by
the New World Program (NWP) with the support
of the Coca-Cola Fund (TCCF) and the Global
Water Challenge (GWC) is ongoing. It is plan-
ned to buy and mount new water tfreatment
equipment, repair water distribution station and
mount water supply lines. More than 1,948 peo-
ple will have the possibility to use clean artesian
water for their needs. This willimprove sanitation
condifions of Takhtakupyr district in Karakalpak-
stan.

Agriculture is one of the key branches of the
economy in Uzbekistan. The land used for
agricultural production covers 45% of the coun-
try’s territory. Together with water and forestry
management, this branch gives jobs to 3.6 mil-
lion.

Diversification of agriculture is the important
stage of reforms. New reforms call for reducing
dependency on cotton through increased ex-
port of apricots, cherry, tomatoes, herbs, pea-
ches and persimmon. Also, new opportunities
are open to plant potatoes and grapes; bee-
keeping, poultry, fishery and other types of
agrarian business. Farmers have started to grow
saffron on 50 ha in 23 districts of the country. This
would allow increasing export and developing
pharmaceutical branch of the country. 45 horti-
cultural clusters were established and represent
the whole cycle of growing, processing and
export of produced vegetables and fruits. In
2019, the number of clusters is planned to reach
100.

The volume of output of agricultural produc-
fion increased 3 times and amounted to 24 mil-
lion fonnes of horticultural crops, including 11.3
million tonnes of vegetables; 3.1 milion tonnes
of fruits; 1.7 million tonnes of grapes; and, 2.1 mil-
lion fonnes of melons and gourds. There are
more than 12 million of cattle, more than 20 mil-
lion of small ruminants, and about 72 million of
poultry in the country. More than 2.4 million
tonnes of meat, over 10 million tonnes of milk,
37,000 tonnes of wool and more than 7 billion of
eggs are produced.

Export was organized to 9 countries of the world,
including Spain, Italy, Lebanon, Israel, Vietnam,
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Czech Repubilic, Belgium, the Netherlands and
Switzerland.

Cotton growing. In 2018, 6 trillion sum, the amo-
unt of guaranteed credit resources on goods,
works, services and material and technical
resources, were planned for purchasing of raw
cofton by the state (approx. $750 million)
(No. PKM-149 of 28.02.2018). 13 projects on
infroduction of modern forms of cotton-textile
production in 11 regions of the country were
implemented (in line with No. PKM-53 of
25.01.2018). As an experiment, local textile
enterprises were ordering and making advance
payments for the raw cofton production
directly from farms and other agricultural
producers (No. UP-5285 of 14.12.2018). In 2018,
first yield of cotton of sustainable development
standard, based on BCl-principle (Better Cotton
Initiative) was harvested.

Agricultural equipment. The President’s Resolu-
fion “On additional measures for further
improvement of technical conditions of agricul-
tural equipment” (No. PP-3459 of 04.01.2018),
which defines an urgent need for provision of
modern agricultural equipment for spring agro-
technical work in 2018, was adopted. Parti-
cularly, it is expected that 5778 units of equip-
ment, including 758 tillage tractors, 1500 cul-
tivation tractors, 330 fractors for gardening
works, 2790 units of farming attachments and
towed vehicles, as well as 400 grain combiners
will be supplied. The “Concept for further
development of agricultural equipment branch
of the Republic of Uzbekistan for the period of
2020-2024" was brought for public discussion.

Farmer Councils. The President’s Resolution “On
additional measures for improvement of the
activity of individual and dehkan farms and the
owners of households” was adopted (No.
PP-3680 of 26.04.18). The document sets the
condifions of membership in the Council of
individual and dehkan farms that should
undertake regular monitoring over targeted
and efficient use of land plots. Limited liability
companies Tomorkahizmati are established to
assist farmers, as well as the Farm Support Fund
atthe above mentioned Council.

Development of horticulture and viticulture. The
Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers “On mea-
sures for improvement of land use efficiency in
farms with the purpose of vegetable growing,
horticulture and viticulture” (No. PKM-258 of
3.04.2018) was adopted. Recently, the area of
gardens and vineyards has extended by 70,000
ha. More than 60 different varieties of apple,
about 50 varieties of pear, 43 varieties of grape,



90 varieties of strawberry, 90 varieties of nuts
have been bred. Dehkans, farmers and popu-
lation grew on an area of 179,100 ha 24 varieties
of fruit frees and grape bred by the scientists of
Scientific-Production Center.

Two exhibitions were organized at the
National Exhibition Complex Uzexpocenter: the
Xl International Specialized Trade Fair of
modern equipment and tfechnologies for agro-
industrial complex and the VIl Internatfional
Specialized Exhibition of agricultural equipment
and machinery (May).

In 2018, the agricultural sector received: $500
million from WB and $198 million from ADB for
development of horticulture; €150 million from
Spain for joint projects in agriculture, industry
and infrastructure; €15 million and €21.5 million
from EU for development of livestock sector and
horticulture, respectively.

Over 2019-2023 the “Indorama’ Singapore
Company will be investing $340 million for the
development of a cofton and textile cluster.
Based on the Resolution of the Cabinet of
Ministers “On measures aimed at creating
modern cotton and textile production by the
“Indorama” Company in the Republic of
Uzbekistan” (No. 632 of 08.08.2018), it is planned
to spend $225 million for growing of raw cotton
and crops in rotation and $115 million for cotton
processing and wool production.

In 2018, the following funds were allocated
in the water sector: $145 million by ADB for
improvement of water supply; €30 million by EU
for “Sustainable management of water
resources in the Fergana Valley™; €400 million by
EIB for water resources management; $100,000
by Coca-Cola Fund for the project on improve-
ment of water supply in Takhtakupyr district of
the Republic of Karakalpakstan under the Joint
UN Program on the Aral Sea.

The energy sector received in 2018: $200
million by the WB for the improvement of energy
efficiency; $475 milion by IDB for energy
development; $50 million by IBRD for energy
efficiency; $85.5 million by Turonbank for
construction and modernization of HPPs,
including construction of "HPP Kamolot” along
the Chirchik-Bozsui fract, modernization of the
Kadarya Cascade of HPPs (HPP-3) with the
delivery of equipment from PRC and moderni-
zation of the Nizhne-Bozuysk Cascade of HPPs
(HPP-14), Tashkent Cascade of HPPs (HPP-9),
Shakhrikhan Cascade of HPPs (SFC-2) on ready-
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to-operate basis; $1.3 billion by the Canadian
Company SKYPOWER GLOBAL and $1.2 billion
by the Headwall LLC American Company for
construction of photoelectrical solar energy
generation facilifies.

Based on the results of 2018, generation of
electrical energy in Uzbekistan amounted to
62.8 billion kWh, including 56.3 billion kWh (89.6%
of total volume) by thermal stations and 6.5 bil-
lion kWh by hydropower plants. The customers
received 50.7 billion kWh, including population -
13.3 bilion kWh. Electrical power export was
2.6 billion kWh.

In 2018, the JSC “UzbekEnergo” implemen-
ted six large investment projects on construc-
tion of new and modernization and reconstruc-
tion of existing energy stations (in line with
PP-3507 of 03.02.2018). Particularly, the following
work was completed: construction of a new
Turakurgan thermal power station in Naman-
gan provided with two steam and gas units
(SGU), capacity of 450 MW, and SGU at Navoiy
thermal power station, capacity of 450 MW
(JICA, Fund for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment of the Republic of Uzbekistan, and own
funds of the JSC “UzbekEnergo”); installation of
two SGUs at Takhiatash thermal power station,
capacity of 230-280 MW; construction of trans-
mission lines of 220 kV fo the distance of 363.8 km
(ADB); stage-by-stage modernization and re-
construction of 22 sub-stations (WB); stage-by-
stfage modernization of energy blocks at  Syr
Darya thermal power station (together with
Russian company “Powerful machinery”);
implementation of automated electrical power
control and monitoring system (AEPCRS). Total-
ly, the amount of 6,774.7 bilion sum was spent
oninvestment projects.

Additionally, JSC “UzbekHydroEnergo” com-
pleted the following in 2018:

Modernization of the Charvak HPP to ensure
its reliable and efficient operation within the
energy system. Thanks fo replacement of
obsolete and worn-out elements, the service
period of the HPP's equipment was extended
for another 40 years, and the capacity was
increased by 45 MW (from 620.5to 666 MW).

Development of feasibility study for the
construction of the Pskem HPP on the Pskem
river. New HPP with the capacity of 400 MW and
the average annual generation of 900 million
kWh would become the second in Uzbekistan
afterthe Charvak HPP, and one of the largest in
theregion.



An agreement on mutually beneficial coopera-
tion in the area of hydropower development in
Uzbekistan was signed between the Russian
Energy Holding “RusGidro” and the JSC
“UzbekHydroEnergo”. The main point of the
Agreement is the establishment of a joint
working group, which in the first quarter of 2019
would start its work on feasibility study on the
projects of the Mullalak HPP of 240 MW and the
Upper Pskem HPP of 200 MW on the Pskemrriver.

Loan Agreements between the Uzbek SCB
Turonbank and the Export and Import Bank of
China for the amount of $85.8 million was
signed. The funds will be used for financing of
projects on consfruction and modernization of
4 HPPs in Tashkent and the Andizhan and
Tashkent provinces to increase their capacity to
62.1 MW and average annual generation to
406.1 million kWh.

Hydropower development. Inthe energy system
of Uzbekistan the ratfio of generation between
thermal power stations and hydropower plants
was 87 and 13%, respectively (given the optimal
proportion of 65 and 35% in 2017). The hydro-
power resources of Uzbekistan allow generating
up to 27.4 billion kWh a year of electrical power,
of which 6.5 billion kWh or 23.7% only was deve-
lopedin 2018. Out of operating 37 HPPs over the
years of independence seven new HPPs were
constructed and others were built between
30-80 years ago. Equipment is worn-out and
obsolete. Based on the long-term forecast
approved by the JS “UzbekHydroEnergo” in
2018, it is expected to continue developing the
sector and achieving 13.16 billion kWh of total
generation by 2029. This will be 22% of actual
generation by the energy system on the whole
in Uzbekistan. By the beginning of 2022, JS
“UzbekHydroEnergo” plans to put info opera-
tion two HPPs with the capacity of more than
30 MW, 12 new small plants and 10 new mini
HPPs; modernize nine existing HPPs and start the
construction of two big HPPs — Nizhnechatkal
and Mullalak. This will allow increasing annual
generation of electrical power by 1.6 billion
kWh, given that in the structure of the JS
"UzbekHydroEnergo” the total quantity of ope-
rating HPPs will be 61, with the total generation
of 9.533 kWh.

A decision on development of nuclear ener-
gy in Uzbekistan was adopted (No. UP- 5484 of
19.07.2018). The Agency for nuclear develop-
ment was established at the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Republic of Uzbekistan (Uzatom) together
with the Scientific-Technological and Expert
Council under it. The Agreement between the
Government of Uzbekistan and the Govern-
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ment of Russia “On cooperation in the con-
struction of nuclear electrical power station on
the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan” was
signed (7 September 2018). The parties agreed
to maintain cooperation in design and con-
struction of nuclear power plant in the territory
of Uzbekistan, consisting of two energy blocks
on the base of water cooled energy reactor,
with up to 1.2 GW of established capacity of
each energy block.

A pilot project on the construction of photo-
electrical stations with the capacity of 100 MW in
Navoyi province is planned (Resolution of the
Cabinet of Ministers "On measures for deve-
lopment of renewable sources and attraction of
private investments for creation of photo-
electrical stations” No. 633 0f 08.08.2018).

The issues of environmental security, efficient
use of water and other natural resources are in
the focus of the state.

During the Summit of the Heads of the IFAS
Founder-State (24.09.2018, Turkmenbashi, Turk-
menistan), the President of Uzbekistan Sh.M.
Mirziyoev has voiced over five initiatives: to
declare Prearalie (the Aral Sea coastal zone) an
area of environmental innovations and
technologies; to establish a Regional Center for
growing seedlings of desert and fodder plants;
to arrange in Prearalie the designated and
protected natural zones of transboundary
character; to enhance conside-rably the level
of regional cooperation in water saving as well
as management and rational use of fransboun-
dary water resources and adopt the Regional
Program for rational use of water resources in
CA; to organize implementation of joint
interdisciplinary research, including on the base
of the Scientific Informatfion Center of the
Interstate Commission for Water Coordinationin
Central Asia and the Scientific Information Cen-
ter of the Interstate Commission on Sustainable
Development (for more details see section “XIl
Summit of the IFAS Heads of Founder-State™).

In order to ensure effective public adminis-
tration in the sphere of ecology and environ-
mental protection, the President's Resolution
“On additional measures for the improvement
of public administration system in the sphere of
ecology and environmental protection” was
adopted (No. PP-3956 of 03.10.2018). The
Resolution approves the establishnment of the
Inspection for control in the area of ecology and
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environmental protection at the Goscomecolo- Environmental Technologies at the State
giya; the Republican association of specialized Committee on Ecology and Environmental
sanitary purification enterprises; the Center for Protection.
environmental information, infroduction of infor-
mation and communication technologies and In 2018, the Multi-Partner Human Security
multimedia, in the form of state unitary enter- Trust Fund for the Aral Sea Region under the UN
prise. The main tasks and areas of activity of the umbrella was established. The Fund was
established organizations were defined. established in an attempt to bring multiple risks
that threaten vulnerable groups to the forefront

In order to develop scientific and research and mainfain the new dimension of the
basis for ecology and environmental dialogue on a need to make comprehensive
protection, the Resolution of the Cabinet of and human-oriented decisions based on the
Ministers “On measures for further development needs and abilities of people and consider the
of scientific and research basis for ecology and existing risks and threats. For more details see the
environmental protection” (No. 958  of boxinsection *UNDP/Uzbekistan”.
26.11.2018) was adopted. The Resolution appro-
ves the establishment of a scientific cluster at The new environmental site of the Spe-
the Cabinet of Ministers. The Research Institute cialized Analytical Control Center (SACC) was
of Ecology and Environmental Protection at the opened on hitps://www.csak.uz/en/. The
State Committee on Geology was fransformed Center provides environmental control and is a
info the Research Institute of Environment and branch of the State Committee on Geology.

| THE CENTER OF SPECIALIZED @ Virtual Recegtion of the
ANALYTICAL CONTROL Chatrman

in the Field of Environmental Protection
| CONTACT MUMEBER HELPLIME

LA P,
under the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan | o | (=GR ) | E-_B (+FORT1) - -
S) (200871)238-47-63  \0F) (.00871) 238-47-63

for Ecology and Environmental Protection

About the Center  Mondtoring of the environment Services Publications [Informotioncentre Lepslation Interactiveservices

Monitoring of the environment

Main » Monitosing of the ermemarment

| Monitoringsystem MONITORING OF THE
| Maomitoring of pallution Sources EWI RON MENT

Monitoringsystem

Monitering of pallution sources
The Information and Resource Center at the features of Prearalie. The first floor shows flora,
Tashkent provincial branch of the Ecological fauna, national clothes and popular craftwork
Movement was opened with the support of the items, the everyday objects, and even the
OSCE Project Coordinator Office (17 July). The examples of the production of fish canning
purpose of the Center is fo enhance environ- plant, which was very famous in the Soviet
mental culture and improve knowledge of Union. The second floor has an art gallery of
population on environmental protection and famous artists who used to live near the Aral Sea
health. and reflected the stages of its existence in their

paintings.
The renovated Environmental Museum was

opened in Muinak (Prearalie). The exhibition ref- The issues of environmental security, rational
lects the culture of Karakalpakstan and the use of water and other natural resources are still
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in the focus of the state in 2019. (Message of the
President to Oliy Mazhlis, 28.12.2018). As it is
known, the Aral Sea catastrophe has led to the
Aralkum desert covering an area of more than
5.5 million ha. Every year, 100 million tonnes of
sand and salt raise in the air from the dried bed
of the sea. This fact once more proves the
global character of the Aral Sea problem.
Establishment of the Multi-Partner Human Secu-
rity Trust Fund for the Aral Sea Region under the
UN has become a big achievement of Uzbek
diplomacy. Particular attention is paid to affore-
station of the dried bed of the Sea. Since inde-
pendence, afforestation has covered almost
1,220,000 ha, of which more than 400,000 ha are
in Prearalie. In line with a Special Program, it is fo
afforest additionally 500,000 ha in 2019 in this
region (see more details in section “Affores-
fation on the former bed of the Aral Sea in
Uzbekistan™).

During 2018 the following projects were on-
going:

“Reducing pressures on natfural resources
from competing land use in non-irrigated arid
mountain, semi-desert and desert landscapes
of Uzbekistan” (GEF, UNDP) aimed at reducing
the intensity of use of natural resources through
adoption of integrated approaches fto
management of pasture and forest manage-
ment.

“Developing climate resilience of farming
communities in the drought prone parts of
Uzbekistan” (Adaptation Fund of the UN Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change, UNDP)
aimed at providing support to central, regional
and local administration bodies and vulnerable
communities to increase their resilience fo
climate change.

“Sustainable natural resource use of and
forest management in key mountainous areas
important for globally significant biodiversity™
(GEF, UNDP) aimed at enhancing preservation
and sustainable use of natural resources and
biodiversity in highland ecosystems of Uzbe-
kistan.

“Integrated natural resource management
in drought-prone and salt-affected agricultural
production landscapes in Cenfral Asia and
Turkey” (FAO and GEF) aimed at reducing the
risks and vulnerability and simultaneously
improving capacities of rural communities to
manage droughts and salinization and adapt
tothem.

“Ecosystem-based land use and conserva-
tion of ecosystems at lower reaches of Amu
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Darya” (GlZ). The project provides for the
improvement of productivity of degraded land
usedinirrigated agriculture and conservation of
biodiversity through protection of forests and
afforestation in the lower reaches of Amu
Darya.

During 2018 the following events were held:

Applied science workshop "Protection and
rational use of land resources in the context of
environmental change” (23 April, Tashkent)
organized by the deputy group of the
Ecological Movement, the Committee of the
Legislative House of Oliy Mazhlis on ecology and
environmental protection, the Agricultural and
Water Committee together with the State
Committee for land resources, geodesy,
cartography and natfional cadastre.

Roundtable “Studying the status of ratifica-
tion by Uzbekistan of the international agree-
ment of the 21" Paris Conference of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change”
organized together with the Environmental
Movement of Uzbekistan and the Committee
for International Affairs and Inter-parliamentary
Relations of the Legislative House of Oliy Mazhlis
(27 June, Tashkent).

Infernational Roundtable dedicated to
adoption of the UN GA Resolution “Strengthe-
ning of regional and international cooperation
to ensure peace, stability and sustainable
development in the Central Asia region™ (12
July, Tashkent).

Conference on the environmental problems
inthe AralSearegion (15 August, Tashkent).

Training workshop “Sustainable water ma-
nagement in rural area” organized by the
Kashkadarya branch of the Ecological Move-
ment fogether with IWMI (10 September,
Kashkadarya province).

Workshop dedicated to the Intergovern-
mental science and political platform on
biodiversity and ecosystem services (18 Sep-
tember, Tashkent).

International roundtable “Environmental
challenges in the Central Asia at the present
time and in the long-term: search for joint
solutions”, a joint inifiative of the Research
Initiatives Center “Ma’'no” and the Ebert Fund
representative office in Central Asia (21 Novem-
ber, Tashkent).



In 2018, 18 interstate visits were made and
agreements were reached on 1080 projects for
atotalamount of $52 billion.

The President Shavkat Mirziyoyev made offi-
cialand working visits to Tajikistan (09-10 March),
USA (15-17 May), India (30 September-1 Octo-
ber), and France (08-09 October)

With the aim of participating in multilateral
events the President of Uzbekistan visited:
Kazakhstan (15 March) for the First consulting
meeting of the Central Asian Heads of State;
PRC (09-10 June) for the Meeting of the Council
of Heads of State within the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization; Turkmenistan (24
August) for the Summit of the Heads of the IFAS
Founder-States; Kyrgyzstan (03 September) for
the Summit of the Cooperation Council of Turkic
Speaking States; Tajikistan (27-28 September)
for the Meeting of the Council of CIS Heads of
State.

The President of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan Mohammad Ashraf Ghani (26
March); the President of Turkmenistan G. Berdy-
muhamedov (23-24 April); the President of
Turkey R. Erdogan (29 April-1 May), the President
of Tajikistan E. Rakhmon (17-18 August), the
President of the Arab Republic Egypt Abdel-
Fattakh el-Sisi (4 September), the President of
Belarus A.Lukashenko (12-14 September), and
the President of Russia Vladimir Putin (19-20
October) made official and working visits to
Uzbekistanin 2018.

In 2018, the President of Uzbekistan
received: WB Delegation (18 January); Deputy
Prime-Minister, Minister of Strategy and Finance
of the Korean Republic (13 February); Deputy
Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers of
Turkmenistan (01 March); Minister of Finance of
Russia (06 March), Deputy of the U.S. State
Secretary (26 March), Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Korean Republic (18 April), First Deputy
Prime-Minister of the RK (04 May), the President
of EBRD (01 August) and the President of IDB (20
September).

In 2018, the following international conferences
were held in Uzbekistan:

Infernational High-level Conference on
Afghanistan “Peace process, security coopera-
tion and regional connectivity” (26-27 March,
Tashkent);
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International Conference “Uzbekistan and Chi-
na: prospects for joint implementation of the One
Belt, One Road Initiative” (14 May, Tashkent);

Central Asian International Environmental
Forum “Strengthening cooperation on environ-
ment and sustainable development in Central
Asia” (5-8 June, Tashakent);

International Conference on the environ-
mental problems of the Aral Sea “Joint actions
to mitigate the consequences of the Aral Sea
catastrophe: new approaches, innovative solu-
tionsandinvestments” (7-8 June, Tashkent);

International Forum *“Innovative approa-
ches to promoting sustainable governance and
social stability in the Aral Sea Basin” (16-18 Octo-
ber, Samarkand);

First meeting of the Cenftral Asian Expert
Forum (29 October, Tashkent)

International Research to Practice Confe-
rence “Increasing efficiency, reliability and safe-
ty of hydraulic structures” (22-23 May, Tashkent).

Official sites:

The President of Uzbekistan (https://president.uz/);
The Government of Uzbekistan portal (www.gov.uz);
The Ministry for Investments and Foreign Trade
(www.mift.uz);

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs (www.mfa.uz);

The Ministry of Finance (www.mf.uz);

The Ministry of Economy and Industry
(www.mineconomy.uz);

The Ministry of Justice (www.minjust.uz);

The Ministry of Innovation Development
(www.mininnovation.uz);

The Ministry of Agriculture (www.agro.uz);

The Ministry of Water Management
(www.water.gov.uz/ru)

The Ministry of Energy (www.minenergy.uz);

The State Committee for Geology and Mineral
Resources (www.uzgeolcom.uz);

The State Committee for Land Resources, Geodesy,
Cartography and State Cadastre (www.ygk.uz);
The State Committee for Ecology and
Environmental Protection (www.uznature.uz);

The State Committee for Forestry (www.urmon.uz)

Information agencies and sites:

https://www.uzdaily.uz/;

http://ca-news.org/;

http://ru.sputniknews-uz.com/;

https://vesti.uz/;

http://podrobno.uz/;

https://www.gazeta.uz;

The Ecological Movement of Uzbekistan -
http://eco.uz;

National information agencies of Uzbekistan (UzA) —
http://www.uza.uz/
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6.1. General Assembly

The General Assembly (GA) occupies a central position as the chief
deliberative organ of the United Nations. Itis comprised of all Members
of the United Nations, each having one vote. It is authorized to discuss
full spectrum of issues covered by the Charter. The UN GA meets
Septembereachyear.

On 18 September 2018, the 73“ Session of GA was opened, with
agenda containing 178 items. The Presidents of the Kyrgyz Republic
and Turkmenistan, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, and the Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Tajikistan and Republic of Uzbekistan to the UN spoke at the general
debate "Making the United Nations Relevant to All People: Global
Leadership and Shared Responsibilities for Peaceful, Equitable and
Sustainable Societies”. Among other things, they focused on water,
climate change, and energy-related issues.

/3 Session

United Nations
General Assembly

Statements by representatives of Central Asian countries
at the general debate of the 73" session of the UNGA

Address by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan

the Astana format. Kazakhstan believes that
war can never be a lasting solution to any
problem, which should be resolved based on
mutual respect and trust. The Minister drew
aftention to the resumption of the arms race,
which worsens the climate of international
relations. He noted that today there is growing
ideological gap between East and West. The
Minister called for the use of the UN for
multilateral negofiations.

He highlighted that Kazakhstan has been
experiencing the explosive economic growth.
The government carefully preserved peace
and harmony in mulfi-ethnic and multi-religious
society.

Today in Central Asia, a "new reality”
has been formed

H.E. Mr. Kairat Abdrakhmanov reminded
that the country has proven itself to be a moral
leader in nuclear disarmament and non-

Speaking from the floor of the UNGA, the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan H.E. Mr. Kairat Abdrakhmanov underlined
that the world was facing the crises, which
touched every aspect of life. “Millions of people
live under a shadow of dreadful wars, such asin
Syria, Yemen and many other corners of the
Globe”, he reminded. Search for a compre-
hensive solution fo the Syrian conflict was the
reason for Kazakhstan's initiative to hold talks in
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proliferation, having renounced the world's
fourth largest nuclear arsenal and the world's
largest nuclear test site in Semipalatinsk. The
Minister called upon all other countries to follow
this example as nuclear weapons do not ensure
eitherreal power or true protection. Kazakhstan
signed the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons on 2 March 2018, as well as sponsored
General Assembly resolution that established
the Infernational Day against Nuclear Tests.



Regional cooperation in Central Asia

In his address, H.E. Mr. Kairat Abdrakhmanov
underlined the importance of cooperation
among the Cenftral Asian states. He, particu-
larly, noted:

“In the regional context we are committed
to further extending our partnership among
Central Asian countries and to enhancing our
common capability to withstand threats and
challenges. We consider the political,
economic and cultural potential of the region
as a common resource, the most rational and
effective use of which is achievable only in a
collective format.

Our shared goal is creafing in our region of
Central Asia and beyond a model for a zone of
peace, security, frust, development and
cooperation. Several features of such a zone
are dlready in place, as exemplified by the
Council of the Turkic Speaking States, the
International Aral Sea Fund and its last Summit,
that demonstrated strong political collabo-
rafion amongst regional leaders, the Nuclear
Weapons Free Zone in Central Asia and other
mechanisms.

Being the first counfry from the region
representedin the UN Security Council, we try to
deeperfocusto the situationin Afghanistan with
its full implications and threats in the broader
regionalcontext]...].

Section 6. United Nations and its Specialized Agencies

New globalization trends imply cross-border
threats and challenges, requiring a new para-
digm of addressing them. These transnational
challenges are specific but common to par-
ficular regions, especially conflict-prone ones,
and necessitate fransit from “country-specific”
to “regional” strategy to tackle them. Regional
strategy becomes effective with “whole-of-
system” coordination of UN structures’ activities
region-wide. As a pilot case we offer the
establishment of a UN regional Hub for SDGs in
Almaty.

As an example of regional cooperation, |
would also like to outline the results of the
Caspian Summit held a month ago in the city of
Aktau in Western Kazakhstan. We all are
extremely satisfied and proud that the long-
awaited legal status of the Caspian Sea has
been agreed and determined by the five littoral
countries.”

In conclusion, Mr. Abdrakhmanov reiterated
that it was only through collective will and
solidarity one can turn this world in crisis into a
world of hope and promise. He also called to
turn good will and good words info good
action.

Full text in English:
https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastate
ments/73/kz en2.pdf

Address by the President of the Kyrgyz Republic

The President of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbai
Zheenbekov, speaking at the general debate
of the 73 session of the General Assembly,
underlined terrorism fighting, climate change,
water use, environmental issues and the
heritage of the radioactive industry of the Soviet
era.

On Cooperation in Central Asia and
Water Use Issues

Strengthening the entire spectrum of coopera-
tion between the countries of Central Asia, we
consider as the most important factor of

Today, overcoming the isolation policy and
developing the vector of cooperation and
partnership have become very important

ensuring security not only in the region, but also
in the world. It is gratifying to note that our
cooperation has acquired a positive momen-
tum and has reached a fundamentally new
level. The meetings of heads of state and
foreign ministers of the countries of Central Asia
have become fradifional.

For the Kyrgyz Repubilic, the issue of water use is
extremely important. The practice of the last
decades of using water and energy resourcesin
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Central Asia shows the need to develop new
approaches. We are convinced that the
infegrated use of water and energy resourcesin
the region should be determined by a system of
measures aimed at the sustainable develop-
ment of all the Central Asian states. Therefore,
Kyrgyzstan has consistently advocated the
development and implementation in Central
Asia of mutually beneficial economic mechao-
nisms in this area. Cooperatfion and compre-
hensive dialogue are considered by the Kyrgyz
side as the only and without alternative way of
solving existing problem:s. In this context, we also
see a special role and a new mission of such
regional organizations as the CIS, SCO, CSTO,
and the EAEU. Today, overcoming the isolation
policy and developing the vector of coopera-
tion and partnership have become very
important.

On Sustainable Development and
Environment

The fransition to sustainable development is the
restoration of natural ecosystems and the envi-
ronment. Kyrgyzstan recognizes climate chan-
ge as a significant threat to ecosystems and
people. We committed ourselves to counteract

this global phenomenon by signing the Paris
Agreement.

Climate change is having an increasing
impact on our glaciers and water resources,
contributing to the growth of natural disasters in
the mountainous regions of the country. These
are the main topics of the fourth World Moun-
tain Forum in Kyrgyzstan, organized to discuss
new ways of development for the prosperous
future of mountainregions.

The main issue of regional nature in the
sphere of environment remains the problem of
the legacy of the radioactive industry of the
Soviet era - uranium tailings [...].With a view to
enteranew stage of actions to reclaim uranium
tailings, Kyrgyzstan is taking the initiative to
update the UN General Assembly Resolution of
2013 onthe Role of the International Community
in Preventing Radiation Threat in Central Asia

[...].

As the great son of the Kyrgyz people,
famous writer, philosopher, humanist Chingiz
Aitmatov said “There is no greater wealth for a
man than to live together and peacefully”. Only
unity and harmony willkeep the world together!

Full text (in Russian):
https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastate
ments/73/kg ru.pdf

Address by the Permanent Representative of the Republic

of Tajikistan to the UN

Effective regional cooperation should also
facilitate achieving sustainable development

Speaking from the floor of the UNGA, H.E. Mr.
Mahmadamin  Mahmadaminov, Permanent
Representative of the Republic of Tajikistan to
the UN, highlighted that the unprecedented
level of instability and uncertainty was on the
rise in many parts of the world. Global chal-
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lenges such as climate change, terrorism and
extremism, large-scale conflicts, inequality,
poverty, food and water security, lack of edu-
cation and economic opportunities, unemp-
loyment, to name a few, further affect the status
quo. Today's global challenges exert pressure
on the very foundations of the world order and
principles of international relations. He
underlined that they undermined the efforts of
the international community at achieving the
2030 Agenda and ifs sustainable development
goals.

Peace on Earth and Afghanistan

H.E. Mr. M.Mahmadaminov has underlined that
peace is a prerequisite for sustainable deve-
lopment, and Tajikistan supports the internatio-
nal strategy for a comprehensive settlement
and post-conflict rehabilitation in Afghanistan.
He also called to strengthen our assistance to
the Government of Afghanistan, especially
during Afghanistan s Transformation Decade
(2015-2024). Urgent socio-economic recovery is
a must for development and prosperity of



Afghanistan. Tajikistan is willing to take part in
the rehabilitation of the social and economic
infrastructure of Afghanistan through connec-
ting the transport arteries of our two countries,
creating an energy bridge CASA-1000,
providing the Afghan population with essential
commodities and training specialists.

Sustainable Development Goals

With regard to the Sustainable Development
Goals by 2030, Mr. M. Mahmadaminov expres-
sed concern about the development of the
situation with the achievement of SDGs by 2030,
particularly at the stage, when the countries just
started incorporating/aligning the 2030 Agen-
da with their national development strategies. It
is essential to revitalize international tfrade and
investments — the main engines of economic
growth and development. He also noted the
importance of regional cooperation.

Section 6. United Nations and its Specialized Agencies

International Water Cooperation

He concluded that Dushanbe, Tajikistan hosted
the High-Level International Conference in
June, which launched the International Decao-
de for Action “Water for Sustainable Develop-
ment”, 2018-2028. The Conference brought
together around 1,500 people from 111 count-
ries of the world. It was organized jointly by the
Government of Tajikistan and the UN with the
support of partners. The Conference also provi-
ded a fimely and necessary platform for
elaborating recommendations in the run-up to
the HLPF where the SDG 6 had been reviewed.
He noted that Tajikistan would continue to
promote wafterissuesin the global agenda.

Full text: https://gadebate.un.org/en/73/tqjikistan

Address by the President of Turkmenistan

The President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov has put forward an initiative
to declare 2019 as the year of Peace and Trust.
He proposed specific measures aimed af
reducing tensions, peaceful political and diplo-
matic resolution of disputes and contradictions
and adoption of appropriate responsible and
substantiated decisions.

Security in Central Asia and Afghanistan

“Ensuring long-term and comprehensive
security represents a key issue for the Central
Asian states [...]. In thisregard we believe that it
is crucially important fo involve Afghanistan in
the implementation of major energy, transport
and communications projects as a full-fledged
partner. We regard this issue as a strategic
guideline for Afghanistan, itsrole inregional and
global processes and the guarantee of the
prosperity and well-being of the Afghan people

[...].
Sustainable Development Goals

Turkmenistan has taken an active part in the
elaboration of the Sustainable Development
Agenda for the period up to the year 2030 and
has tabled a number of specific proposals [...].

Implementation of the SDGs in Turkmenistan
has an especially prominent social orientation.
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Equality of rights, mutual respect and
responsibility should become the main criteria
that determine relations among Central Asian

states

By this we mean such important issues as
ensuring food security and improvement of
people’s nutrition, all-round promotion of a
healthy way of life, ensuring full gender equality
by guaranteeing the rights and opportunities for
allwomen and girls, and creating the conditions
for a comprehensive, equitable and high-
quality education.

Parallel to this we devote great attention to
achieving the goal of ensuring the availability
and rational use of water resources and
sanitation forall.
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Waterlssues and Aral Sea Problem

Turkmenistan firmly adheres to the principle
stipulating that wateris the common heritage of
all the nations of the planet and that equal and
equitable access to clean drinking water is the
fundamental right of human beings. Develop-
ment of states, theireconomy and social sphere
as well as the level of well-being and quality of
life of the people directly depends on access to
water resources and their effective use.
Therefore equality of rights, mutual respect and
responsibility should become the main criteria
that determine relations among Cenfral Asian
states.

By steadfastly adhering to those positions
Turkmenistan has always declared that water
and energy issues existing in our region should
be resolved: first, on the basis of generally
acceptedrules of international law; second, on
the basis of the consideration of the interests of
each counftry; and third, on the basis of active
participation of international organizations and
primarily of the United Nations [...].

The issue of saving the Aral Sea stands promi-
nently among the major topics of cooperation
between the countries of the region and the
infernational community. It is apparent that
preservation of the Aral Sea can no longer be
considered as an infernal regional problem. Its
successful solution requires assistance from the
international community, an innovative purpo-
se oriented and comprehensive international
approach and systematic participation of the
United Nationsin thisendeavor.

In this connection we have embarked on
the implementation of Turkmenistan’s initiative
regarding the elaboration of a Special UN Prog-
ram for the Aral Sea basin and earmarking the
Aral problem as a separate sphere of Organi-
zation'swork[...].

He also called on the international commu-
nity to join measures to preserve the Aral Sea
and support Turkmenistan's initiative in this area.
He cited the recent signing of the Caspian Sea
agreement as a positive example of interna-
tional cooperation”.

Full text: https://www.mfa.gov.tm/en/articles/321

Address by the Permanent Representative
of the Republic of Uzbekistan to the UN

Transformations in Uzbekistan

Today, the Republic of Uzbekistan is on an
important stage of radical and dynamic trans-
formations. Mr. lbragimov spoke on significant
steps on streamlining the national system of
protection of human rights and freedom,
strengthening independence of the judicial
system, as well as large scale measures on
liberalization of economy, creating conditions
for free enfrepreneurship, ensuring inviolability
of private property, improving investment
climate.

Reforming UN and Initiatives of
Uzbekistan

Thanks to joint efforts of the countries of the
region, within a short period of time in Central
Asia we've created a fundamentally new
political atmosphere

H.E. Mr. Bakhtiyor lbragimov, the Permanent
Representatfive of Uzbekistan to the United
Naftions, speaking at the general debate of the
73rd session of the UNGA, shared the first results
of the large-scale tfransformations taking place
in the country and the counftry's priorities in
foreign policy.
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Uzbekistan proposes “to strengthen the central
role of the United Natfions in infernatfional
relations, especially in supporting of the three
pillars of the Organization, i.e. efforts on ensuring
peace, security and sustainable development
of countries and regions as well as the
protection of human rights. Uzbekistan supports
steps taken by the leadership of the United
Nations on streamlining the governing system of



the Organization as well as it calls for gradual
reforming ifs organs, including the Security
Council taking info account foday’s realities
and challenges” [...].

Uzbekistan “is ready to actively participate
in UN efforts on promoting comprehensive
peace, stability and development on the basis
of respecting for human rights and freedom,
democratization and the rule of law. In this
regard, Uzbekistan has for the first time
nominated its candidacy to the United Nations
Human Rights Council for the period of 2021-
2023". He underlined that the President of
Uzbekistan initiated the development and
adoption of a UN Convention “On the rights of
youth” and a General Assembly resolution
entitled “Enlightenment and Religious Toleran-

ce .

Central Asia is a Main Foreign Policy
Priority

“Central Asia remains as a main foreign policy
priority of Uzbekistan. Today the situation in this
region differs from the one we had notlong ago.
Thanks to joint efforts of the countries of the
region, within a short period of time in Central
Asia we've created a fundamentally new
political atmosphere, raised the level of political
trust, strengthened traditionally friendly and
good neighborly relations among ourselves.

The important outcome of all of this work is
the significant progress in resolving such acute
issues as demarcation of borders, management
of the waterresources, and joint use of transport
communications. One should note that these
very issues have not only remained unresolved
for an extended period of time but were also
sources of regional tension [...]. Most impor-
tantly — we are now more convinced that we
are united not only by our one past, but by our
common future [...].

Sustainable Development, Ecological
Equilibrium and Aral Sea Problem

The sustainable development of Central Asia
stipulates maintaining ecological equilibrium in
the region which directly depends on the
mitigation of the consequences of the drying up
of the Aral Sea. For the past several years
Uzbekistan has implemented a number of large
scale projects in the Aral Sea zone. Uzbekistan
has initiated the establishment of the Multi-
Partner Human Security Trust Fund for the Arall
Sea Region, which was supported by the United
Nations [...]. The establishment under the
auspices of the United Nations of this Multi-
Partner Human Security Trust Fund for the Aral
Sea Region is an attempt to highlight major risks
that pose threats to the most vulnerable popu-
lation, and also opens a new level of dialogue
aimed at comprehensive and human based
solutions which focus on the real needs of
people, taking info account existing risks and
challenges|...].

Peaceful Process in Afghanistan

When we speak about Central Asia, we can't
help but to mention Afghanistan — the country
which we consider a historical part of the single
cultural-civilizational space of ourregion. Stable
Afghanistan is a prerequisite for the sustainable
development of Central Asia as a whole.
Recently Uzbekistan has notably expanded its
bilateral relations with Afghanistan, actively
joined multilateral efforts on resolving the
Afghan problem and is making real contribution
to restoring the country’s economy as well as to
developing close frade-economic and
fransport-communication fies”.

https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/.../73/uz
_en.pdf

UNGA Resolutions on Regional Cooperation, Water and Environment

On 12 April atthe 82™ plenary meeting of the 72"
session, the UNGA adopted a draft resolution
72/273 on “Cooperation between the United
Nations and the International Fund for Saving
the Aral Sea”. Turkmenistan, under its chair-
manship of the IFAS, proposed this resolution for
consideration. Particularly, UNGA notfed the
need for furtherimprovement of the activities of
the IFAS; also notes the importance of
strengthening cooperation and coordination
between the UN system and IFAS, making use of
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consultations between the Secretary-General
and the Chair of the Executive Committee of
IFAS; and invites the specialized agencies of the
UN system and international financial institutions
to develop their cooperation with IFAS.

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/72/273

On 22 June, GA adopted a resolution entitled
“Strengthening Regional and International


https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/72/273
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Cooperation to Ensure Peace, Stability and Sus-
tainable Development in the Central Asian Re-
gion” (A/RES/72/283). Uzbekistan proposed this
draft resolution for consideration. Particularly,
UNGA expressed its support for the ongoing
regional efforts and initiatives to strengthen
stability and economic cooperation in Central
Asia; encouraged the efforts of the Central
Asian States to promote the peace process and
social and economic development in Afgha-
nistan; noted the importance of developing
and strengthening bilateral and regional
cooperation in the sphere of the rational and
infegrated use of water and energy resourcesin
Cenftral Asia; and called upon Member States to
support the efforts of the Central Asian States
aimed at mitigating the environmental and

socioeconomic consequences of the drying up
ofthe AralSea.

Full text of the resolution:
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/72/283

On December 20, the UNGA adopted a resolu-
tion 73/226 “Midterm comprehensive review of
the implementation of the International Decade
for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”,
2018-2028". The draft resolution was presented
by Tajikistan in co-authorship with 190 UN coun-
tfries. UNGA emphasizes that water is critical for
sustainable development and the eradication of
poverty and hunger, and notes the need for
climate adaptation strategies to address water
issues.

Full text of the resolution:
https://undocs.org/ru/A/RES/73/226

International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable

Development”, 2018-2028

On 21 December 2016, at its 66" plenary session, the UNGA adopted its
resolution 71/222, which proclaimed the period from 2018 to 2028 the
Internatfional Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”.
The Decade commenced on World Water Day 22 March 2018 and would

terminate on World Water Day, 22 March 2028.

The International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Develop-
ment”, 2018-2028 is the Tajikistan's fourth global water-related initiative,
which was first announced by the President of Tajikistan during the 7"
World Water Forumin the Republic of Koreaon 12-17 April 2015.

The International Decade for Action “Water for
Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028 builds on
the achievements of the previous International
Decade for Action “Water for Life”, 2005-2015.
The report of the UN General-Secretary “Inter-
natfional Decade for Action, “Water for Life”,
2005-2015, and further efforts to achieve the
sustainable development of water resources”
notes that “the Decade helped maintain
momentum, provided the impetus for con-
tinued actions and activities and helped water
become the focus of alevel of attention greater
than any witnessed previously” (item 42), as well
“it has also shown where the shortfalls lie and
what slows down progress on water-related
goals and targets. There are still a myriad of
constraints on human, institutional and financial
resources” (item 44). The new Decade should
be a follow up of the previous Decade, while
enriching it with new measures and efforts to
achieve SDGs.

According to the UNGA Resolution 71/222,
objectives of the 2018-2028 Decade include a
greater focus on the sustainable development
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and infegrated management of water resour-
ces for the achievement of social, economic
and environmental objectives; implementation
and promotion of related programmes and
projects; furtherance of cooperation and part-
nership at all levels in order to help to achieve
internationally agreed water-related goals and
targets, including SDG (item 4). It also highlights
the importance of promofting efficient water
usage at all levels, taking into account the wa-
ter, food, energy, environment nexus (item 5).

The resolution decides (item 6) that these objec-
tives should be pursued by:

m improving knowledge generation and
dissemination, facilitfating access to
knowledge and the exchange of good
practices, generating new information
relevant tfo the water-related SDG;

m pursuing advocacy;

m networking and promoting partnership
and action by different actors to imple-


https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/72/283
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/71/222
https://www.un.org/en/events/waterday/

ment the water-related Goals and
targets;

m strengthening communication actions at
various levels for the implementation of
the water-related Goals.

Implementation of the International
Decade for Action in 2018

On 22 March, a High-Level Event was organized
to launch the International Decade for Action
"Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018-
2028 (New York, USA).

On March 23-24, an International scientific
and practical conference "Water for sustain-
able development of Central Asia”, dedicated
to the launch of the International Decade for
Action “Water for Sustainable Development”,
2018-2028, was held in Dushanbe. The event
was aimed at sharing information, knowledge
and experience in rational water use in the
Central Asian countries under the climate chan-
ge. Based on the results of the conference, a
collection of materials was published.

6.2. Security Council

5 permanent members
Veto Power

Section 6. United Nations and its Specialized Agencies

On June 20-21, an International High-Level

Conference on the International Decade for

Action "Water for Sustainable Development”,
2018-2028 was held at the initiative of the
Government of Tajikistan in cooperation with UN
(Dushanbe). The Conference was aimed at
raising awareness of the timely and effective
implementation of SDG 6 and other water-
related SDGs, as well as discussing next steps in
the implementation of the Plan of Action of the
International Decade of Action for 2018-2028 at
the global, regional and country levels. For
details, see Secfion “Major Events in Central
Asian Countries”.

On December 20, at its 62™ plenary meeting
of the 73“ session, the UNGA adopted a draft
resolution 73/226 "“Midterm comprehensive
review of the implementation of the Internc-
tional Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable
Development”, 2018-2028" presented by Tajikis-
tanin co-authorship with 190 UN countries.

10 non-permanent members

B China
M France
B Russia
B UK
H USA

O
B

with two-year terms

Western European and Others Group

Eastern Europe W
Latin America
Asia

Africa |

The Security Council (UNSC) has primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and
security; all UN members are obliged fo follow its decisions. It has 15 Members, including 5 permanent
members with veto power (China, France, Great Britain, Russia, USA,) and 10 nonpermanent members
elected by the General Assembly for two-year terms for 5 countries each year.
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https://wsdconf2018.org/
https://wsdconf2018.org/
https://undocs.org/ru/A/RES/73/226
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Outcome of Kazakhstan's Presidency of UN Security Council:
Regional and Global Success of Initiatives of the Head of State

In 2018, Kazakhstan completed its work as
President of the UN Security Council. The Kazakh
presidency ensured smooth day-to-day work of
the Security Council with the assistance of the
UN Secretariat and performed the functions
under its mandate. The Kazakh presidency held
about 30 consultations, briefings and debates,

which resulted in resolutions and press
statements of the Council President.

The flagship event of Kazakhstan's presiden-
cy of the UN Security Council was a high-level
thematic briefing Non-Proliferation of Weapons
of Mass Destruction: Confidence-Building Mea-
sures held on January 18 and chaired by Presi-
dent of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev. The
meeting demonstrated that confidence-
building measures, as well as the strengthening
of preventive diplomacy tools, can serve as a
starting point for making progress on many
critical issues that may not be resolved in a
timely manner due to the political situation in
the relations of world powers. The Statement by
the President of the UN Security Council
(S/PRST/2018/1) adopted at the end of the
meeting is devoted to a comprehensive
conflict prevention strategy. In addition to early
warning, preventive deployment, mediation,
peacekeeping, post-conflict peacebuilding,
and, accountability measures, this document
included for the first fime the problems of the
non-proliferafion of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. This is what makes the adopted document
unique.

Kazakhstan, being the first Central Asian
state elected to the UN Security Council, during
its presidency continued actively promoting the
interests of all states of ourregion.
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The central event was the ministerial debates of
the UN Security Council held on January 19
focusing on Building Regional Partnership in
Afghanistan and Central Asia as a Model to Link
Security and Development chaired by Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, Kairat Abd-
rakhmanov. The meeting was attended by
Foreign Ministers of Kuwait, Russia, Poland,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, deputy
foreign ministers of Great Britain, the
Netherlands, the United States, Equatorial
Guinea and Afghanistan, as well as delegations
of the UN Security Council member states and
the European Union. UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres delivered a keynote address.
The meeting resulted in the adoption of
Presidential Statement S/PRST/2018/2. The
document stresses the importance of advan-
cing regional, interregional and international
cooperation to achieve long-term peace,
stability and sustainable development in
Afghanistan and Cenfral Asia and supports the
joint efforts of countries of the region towards
the enhancement of a zone of peace,
cooperation and prosperity.

An important event of Kazakhstan's presi-
dency was the visit of the UN Security Council
delegation to Kabul on January 12-15. During
the visit, meetings were held with the country's
top leadership, representatives of political
parties and civil society. In the course of the visit,
the efforts of the Government of Afghanistan to
address a wide range of interrelated problems
were considered and it was determined how
the Security Council could further promote
efforts on the ground. The field mission to Kabul
was the Security Council's first visit fo Afgha-
nistan since 2010, gave insight info the situation
and an objective understanding of the real
interests and priorities of the country and its
civilian population.

On January 18, Kazakhstan held a special
high-level event at the UN headquarters to
launch the draft Code of Conduct for the
Achievement of a Terrorism-Free World. The
main goal of the document is to achieve a
terrorism-free world by 2045 and create a broad
infernational coalition of partner countries. The
UN leadership and counterterrorism-related
committees of the Security Council, heads and
representatives of more than a hundred
delegations of Member States supported the
relevance andsignificance of the Code.



The Kazakh presidency held planned activities
(briefings and consultations) on the situation in
the Middle East and Cyprus, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Colombia, Darfur
(Sudan), West Africa and the Sahel, Libya, Mali,
Somalia and Southern Sudan, on the efforts of
the UN Regional Centre for Preventive
Diplomacy for Cenftral Asia, as well as arranged
the trip of the UN Security Council members to
Washington to meet with the leadership of the
United States. One of the initiatives of Kazakh-
stan's presidency was the official ceremony to
mark the start of a new term for six newly-
elected UN Security Council members: Equa-
torial Guineq, Ivory Coast, Kuwait, the Nether-
lands, Peru and Poland on January 2, who
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solemnly placed their flags in front of the UN
Security Council Chamber.

The success of the events initiated by the
Kazakh delegation during its presidency and
the adoption of oufcome documents
demonstrated negotiation skills and relevance
of the peacekeeping potential of our country,
constructive approaches to the biggest
challenges of today's world, and was due to the
credibility of Kazakhstan.

Source: The website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Kazakhstan www.mfa.gov.kz/;

Report on the work of Kazakhstan as the president of
the UNSC http://undocs.org/ru/S/2018/575

Security Council Arria-formula Meeting on Water, Peace and Security

On 26 October 2018 an Arria-formula meeting
was held on water, peace and security. The
meeting is being co-hosted by Security Council
members Bolivia, Cbte d'lvoire, and fthe
Netherlands. Panelists in the meeting were
Danilo Turk, chair of the Global High-Level Panel
on Water and Peace; UN Assistant Secretary-
General for Political Affairs Miroslav Jenca; and
Manish Bapna, the Executive Vice President
and Managing Director of the World Resources
Institute on behalf of the Water, Peace and
Security Initiative.

Water is seldom the only driver of conflict,
but is offen among the important contributing
factors. This calls for sfrengthened global
monitoring of developments relating to water
quantity and quality and strengthened water
diplomacy, as it represents a major confribution
to maintaining international peace and
security. A key objective of the meeting was o
explore ways in which risk assessments and
management strategies can be developed, in

accordance with these Council outcomes, so
that the Council can be provided with the
information it needs to make timely and well-
informed decisions that address underlying
factors sparking conflict.

Several Councilmembers, including France,
the Netherlands, Peru, Sweden, the UK, and
others have shown interest in the security risks of
water insecurity. The Council’s focus on water
security issues is likely to continue in the coming
years.

Sources:

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-
events/treatybodies/watch/arria-formula-meeting-
on-waterpeace-
andsecurity/5854096417001/2term=http://webtv.un.
org/meetings-events/treaty-bodies/watch/children-
onthe-move-preventing-child-trafficking-
byimplementing-the-un-global-plan-
ofaction/5588262537001/;

www.whatsinblue.org/2018/10/water-peace-
andsecurity-arria-formula-meeting.php

Security Council and Climate-related Security Risks

On 11 July 2018 the Security Council held a
debate on climate-related security risks
(SC/13417). The Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Sweden, Margot Wallstrom, chaired the
debate. Among other ideas, delegates
proposed the appointment of a new Special
Representative of the Secretary-General on
Climate and Security, as well as the estab-
lishment of an “institutional home” or “hub” for
the topic within the UN system. While speakers
agreed that climate change and its impacts -
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including desertification, droughts, floods and
food insecurity — all posed grave threats, they
nevertheless diverged over the extent of the
Council’s responsibility to address those pheno-
mena, with some warning against expanding
the organ’s mandate or encroaching on the
jurisdiction of other bodies.

Many delegates shared the view that
climate change is a real threat and the impact
of climate change - a “multiplier” that puts



additional stress on existing political, social and
economic pressures. Deputy Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Kazakhstan, said climate change is
becoming a cenfral theme throughout the
world community. [t poses a risk as a “threat
multiplier”. Calling for “climate diplomacy” to
become a part of the UN overall conflict
prevention efforts, he said it should also be
freated as an underpinning concept in sustai-
ning peace —not an end process, but one which
ran parallel to prevention, resolution, recovery
and rehabilitation. He also called for better
climate-related security risk assessments and
management strategies, stronger international
cooperation, more joint projects to build the
capacity of developing countries and invest-
ments in new diversified economies. Kazakh-
stan, for its part, has taken voluntary action fo
cut its use of fossil fuels by 2030 and replace it
withrenewable energy by 2050.

The representative of China said the interna-
tional community should work together to
address climate change by “activelyrising up to
existing challenges”. That means providing
assistance to developing countries, including
through technology transfer. Calling on the
global community to build a new concept of
common, comprehensive security and sustain-
able development, he said China has long
parficipated in global action on climate
change, including in the context of South-South
cooperation, and remains committed to
assisting other countries going forward.

The Russian Federation's delegate, under-
scoring the threat posed by climate change,
nevertheless expressed concern that today's
meeting marked yet another attempt to link the
issue of environmental conservation to interna-

6.3. Secretariat

The Secretariat is one of the main organs of UN.
At the head of the United Nations Secretariat is
the Secretary-General, appointed by GA upon
recommendation of UNSC for a 5-year term.
Since January 1, 2017, Antdénio Guterres is the
Secretary-General (Portugal).

Each year, the Secretary-Generalreports on
the work of the Organization, including priority
areas of the UN's activity and future plans. 2018
Report highlights the work in the following areas:
promotion of sustained economic growth and
sustainable development; maintenance of
infernational peace and security; development
of Africa; promotion and protection of human
rights; effective coordination of humanitarian
assistance efforts; promotion of justice and
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tional peace and security. “We are creating an
illusion that the Council will tackle climate issues
and that there will be some kind of turning
point,” he added. Climate change is not a uni-
versal challenge to be addressed as a matter of
infernational peace and security, and should
instead be addressed within national borders
and in the context of the appropriate UN
agencies and departments, he said.

Also speaking were Government Ministers
and otfher senior officials and representatives
from Iraqg, Peru, Cote d’lvoire Nauru, Sweden,
Netherlands, United Kingdom, United States,
France, China, Bolivia, Ethiopia, Equatorial
Guinea, Poland, Kuwait, Maldives, Trinidad and
Tobago and Sudan.

In 2018, the Council has recognized the
need for risk assessment and management
strategies to address climate-related risk factors
such as water security, drought, and food
insecurity in the context West Africa and the
Sahel (S/PRST/2018/3 of 30 January 2018) and
Somalia (S/RES/2408 of 27 March 2018). In the
future, while differences of view are likely to
persist, it appears that the connection between
climate and security will confinue to be a focus
of attention in the Council. Several of the newly
elected members that will serve on the Council
in 2019-2020 advocate its engagement on this
issue; one of them (Belgium) has called for the
appointment of a Special Envoy on Climate
Change, while another (Germany) spearheao-
ded the negotiations on the 2011 presidential
statementon theissue.

www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13417.doc.htm;
www.whatsinblue.org/2018/07/climate-related-
security-risks-debate.php

intfernational law; disarmament; drug control,
crime prevention and combating terrorism.

The Report highlights key elements of the
Secretary-General's major reform initiatives
announced in 2018-2018 including, among
others: established a finance strategy to ensure
objectives of the 2030 Agenda, including by
accelerating implementation of the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda; mobilized political
support among Member States, the UN system
and other stakeholders in preparation for a
climate summit in 2019; established the Joint
Steering Committee to Advance Humanitarian
and Development Collaboration.

https://www.un.org/annualreport/



https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7b65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7d/s_prst_2018_3.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7b65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7d/s_res_2408.pdf
https://www.un.org/annualreport/pdf/en/Full_Report.pdf
https://www.un.org/annualreport/pdf/en/Full_Report.pdf
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6.4. United Nations Development Program

The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) is the UN's global development
network that promotes positive change and gives countries access to the knowledge,
experience andresources that help improve people'slives.
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It operatesin 177 countries and territories.
UNDP Activity in the Central Asian States in 2018
Kazakhstan
On 4-5May, the UNDP and EU delegation visited infrastructure: reconstruction of the drainage
the early flood warning system and agro- system, use of water saving technologies and
industrial complex in Aktobe. The event and improvement of drinking water quality in Alimaty
meetings were organized by the Akimat of region” was held within the framework of the
Aktobe region. The goal of the event was to joint  EU/UNDP/UNECE project “Supporting
demonstrate ways of practical application of Kazakhstan's Transition to a Green Economy
modern technologiesin the hydraulic facilitiesin Model”. The project is aimed to demonstrate
Aktobe region for early flood warning, as well as the practical use of “green’” technologies in the
to familiarize oneself with the local agro- area of effective management of water
industrial complex. resources and infrastructure on the example of
Akshivillage of Enbekshikazakh district.
On 24 August, an opening ceremony of the
pilot project “Efficient management of water Source: www.kz.undp.org
Tajikistan
On 20 June, UNDP and UNESCO hold an Action about the Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA)
Panel on Capacity Building in Knowledge in Tajikistan, methods of reducing the exposure
Improvement and Education within the High- of vulnerable communities to climate hazards,
LevelInternational Conference on International and increasing the resilience of communities
Decade for Action "Water for Sustainable and ecosystems to the impacts of climate
Development”, 2018-2028. The panelists sfrongly hazards.
advocate for creation and development of
programs targeting decision makers and water On 6 December, UNDP has conducted the
professionals to raise awareness about the first national workshop on strengthening
importance of investing in capacity building opportunities for women in energy sector, one
and strong international cooperation on the that has been inherently perceived as
highest political level. masculine. Representatives of governmental
institutions, including the Ministry of Energy and
On 22 June, international experts on climate Water Resources and the Committee of
change conducted a Validation Workshop on Women and Family Affairs, private sector,
infegrated landscape approach to increasing donors, financial institutions, and international
climate resiience of rural communifies in organizations gathered to discuss ways of
Tajikistan. Government institutions, international increasing women's participation in the indus-
agencies and civil society organizations took fry.
part at the workshop. Partficipants were
introduced to the comprehensive insights Source: hitp://www.t.undp.org/
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http://www.kz.undp.org/content/kazakhstan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/05/04/undp-and-eu-delegation-visits-early-flood-warning-system-and-local-agro-industrial-complex-in-aktobe.html
http://www.kz.undp.org/content/kazakhstan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/08/-efficient-management-of-water-infrastructure--reconstruction-of.html
http://www.tj.undp.org/content/tajikistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/06/21/UNDP_and_UNESCO_conduct_the_session_on_capacity_building.html
http://www.tj.undp.org/content/tajikistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/06/21/UNDP_and_UNESCO_conduct_the_session_on_capacity_building.html
http://www.tj.undp.org/content/tajikistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/06/22/validation-workshop-on-increasing-climate-resilience-.html
http://www.tj.undp.org/content/tajikistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/12/undp-to-promote-creating-opportunities-for-women-in-energy-secto.html

Turkmenistan

On 17 April, UNDP, GEF and the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Water Management of Turkmenis-
tan launched a water pipeline Kaahkao-
Khivabad ofroughly 15 km long. The pipeline will
help reduce water infiltration and evaporation
of the fransboundary river Layinsuv at the terri-
tory of Kaahka district.

The project helps to preserve water
resources to provide it fo the local population of
Kaahka town. In turn, it will decrease the volume
of CO, emissions by 240 tonnes and ensure
energy efficiency by 486 MW per year by
reducing the number of electric pumps used to
deliver the water from several dozen water wells
previously constructed for the residents of
Kaahka due to limited availability of water
resources.

UNDP jointly with the Ministry of Education of
Turkmenistan held the first pilot seminar for 35
teachers and ftrainers infroducing the set of
fraining materials for school teachers and
students “Climate Box". The interactive learning
toolkit on climate change was developed by an
intferdisciplinary team of Russian experts in
2014-2015 (28-29 June, Ashgabat).

UNDP and GEF together with the State
Committee for Nature Protection of Turkmenis-

Uzbekistan

UNDP opened its representative office in
Uzbekistan in January 1993. UNDP interventions
at country level are guided by Country Program
Document (CPD). The current CPD covers the
period of 2016-2020 and its four outcome areas
are fully aligned with three key priorities of the
United Nations Development Framework for
Uzbekistan for the same period. Four outcome
areas of CPD 2016-2020 include: i) inclusive eco-
nomic development, with focus on employ-
ment and social protection; i) environmental
protection to ensure sustainable development;
i) effective governance to enhance public
service delivery; andiv) protection of rights.

Under inclusive economic development,
UNDP contributes to the enhancement of natio-
nal capacities, particularly in evidence-based
policymaking, and supports formulation of
infegrated national development strategies,
ensuring equitable economic growth and
increased opportunities for decent employ-
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tan conducted fraining on planning of irrigation
of crops considering the natural and climatic
factors using special software of FAO
“"AquaCrop”. The fraining was conducted as
part of the joint project “Support to the econo-
mic climate resilient livelihoods in agricultural
communities in arid regions of Turkmenistan".
One of the main advantages of "AquaCrop" is
that it simulates the vyield response of
herbaceous crops to water and is particularly
well suited to conditions in which water is a key
limiting factor in crop production. With the
practical application of "AquaCrop" and obtai-
ned knowledge, it is expected that farmers will
increase the amount of yield by 25 % and redu-
ce amount of waterforirrigation by 20 %.

On 23-24 November, a 2-day training on wa-
ter use and irrigation water accounting was
jointly held with the Ministry of Agriculture and
Water Management of Turkmenistan within the
framework of the joint project of UNDP and GEF
“Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy for
Sustainable Water Management in Turkmenis-
tan”. The participants were familiarized with
methods for calculating water losses through
filtration in farm irrigation canals and ways to
reduce these losses, conditions and methods for
wateruse planning.

www.tm.undp.org

ment. This includes special attention fo

formulation of national SDGs.

UNDP promotes sustainable, fransparent,
equitable and accountable management of
natfural resources and upscale interventions in
energy efficiency and promotion of renewable
energy. It helps to strengthen communities’
coping capacities to climate variability and
climate-related hazards, and helps the country
meet its obligations vis-a-vis international
environmental conventions. Within CPD 2016-
2020, UNDP focuses on supporting women's
access and ownership of ecosystem goods and
services, as well as community-based, gender-
sensitive climate and disaster-resilient solutions.

Within effective and inclusive governance,
UNDP supports administration reform, including
strengthening capacities to formulate eviden-
ce-based strategies/road maps toward
effective public administration and specific


http://www.tm.undp.org/content/turkmenistan/en/home/presscenter/articles/2018/innovative-solutions-for-efficient-use-of-water-and-energy.html
http://www.tm.undp.org/content/turkmenistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/new-course-climate-box-in-turkmenistan.html
http://www.tm.undp.org/content/turkmenistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/new-course-climate-box-in-turkmenistan.html
http://www.tm.undp.org/content/turkmenistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/undp-gef-irrigation-of-crops-2018.html
http://www.tm.undp.org/content/turkmenistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/seminar-water-use-water-metering.html

reforms to enhance excluded groups' social
protection. To further promote profection of
rights and access fo justice, UNDP provides
policy advisory and technical support to
implement obligations under international
conventions and United Nations freaty bodies,
including supporting the development of institu-
fional/procedural mechanisms to strengthen
judicial independence; enhancing court
administration; and increasing public frust in
courts.

On 27 November, the UN Headquarters in
New York hosted a High-Level Event on the
launch of the UN Multi-Partner Human Security
Trust Fund for the Aral Sea Regionin Uzbekistan.

As part of the "Developing climate resilience
of farming communities in the drought prone
parts of Uzbekistan" project, laser leveling of
fields was demonstrated on May 6 in the Repub-

6.5. UN Water

In 2013, the UN System Chief Executives Board for
Coordination established the inter-agency coor-
dination mechanism UN-Water. It coordinates
the efforts of UN entities and international
organizations working on water and sanitation
issues. Over 30 UN organizations carry out water
and sanitation programs.

The UN report, Nature-based Solutions for
Water, on the state of the world's water pre-
senfed on 19 March highlights that tfoday 3.6 bil-
lion people live in areas that are water-scarce for
at least one month each year. By 2050, this
number willincrease up t0 4.8-5.7 billion people.

The Director-General of UNESCO pointed out
to the need for searching for new ways to
manage water consumption and protection in
order to prevent serious problems related to
water security. However, water quality is also
affected as water bodies become increasingly
polluted. Another problem will be floods. By 2050,
1.6 bilion people (almost 20 % of the world's
population) are projected to be affected.
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lic of Karakalpakstan. Firstly, the use of this
technology allows saving water resources.
Secondly, the uniform distribution of water on
the soil surface ensures the uniformity of
sproufing, which contributes to increasing
yields. After all, if the surface of the field is
uneven, the water starts to accumulate
excessively in the lowlands, but on the conftrary,
itis not enough on the hills, it means that there is
no need to wait for harvestinsuch areas.

More than 120 farmers from Andijan,
Namangan and Fergana regions are attending
frainings being held from 14 to 16 March, on
implementation of GLOBALG.A.P international
standard. The introduction of Good Agricultural
Practice (G.A.P.) helps to increase quality of
agricultural products, expand export markets
andincrease farms’ profits.

www.uz.undp.org

UN ATER

In the beginning of July, the Sustainable
Development Goal 6 Synthesis Report 2018 on
Water and Sanitation was launched. It reviews
the global progress made towards achieving
SDG 6 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

It builds on the latest data available for the
11 SDG 6 global indicators and will inform the
High-level Political Forum for Sustainable Deve-
lopment during its in-depth review of SDG 6 in
July 2018. The report represents a joint position
from the United Nations family.

www.unwater.org;
www.sdgémonitoring.org/;
http://enb.iisd.org/water/un/27/



http://www.uz.undp.org/content/uzbekistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/11/27/the-multi-partner-human-security-trust-fund-for-the-aral-sea-reg.html
http://af.climatechange.uz/index.php/en/news/224-laser-leveling-of-fields-farmers-share-innovative-ideas-to-increase-the-sustainability-of-farms.html
http://af.climatechange.uz/index.php/en/news/224-laser-leveling-of-fields-farmers-share-innovative-ideas-to-increase-the-sustainability-of-farms.html
http://www.uz.undp.org/content/uzbekistan/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2018/03/15/undp-promotes-introduction-of-good-agricultural-practices-among-.html
https://www.unwater.org/publications/world-water-development-report-2018/
https://www.unwater.org/publications/world-water-development-report-2018/
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UN MULTI-PARTNER HUMAN SECURITY TRUST FUND FOR THE ARAL SEA REGION IN UZBEKISTAN

On 27 November, the UN Headquarters in New York hosted a High-Level Event on the launch of the UN
Multi-Partner Human Security Trust Fund for the Aral Sea Region in Uzbekistan (MPHSTF).

Objectives and Scope of the Fund

The Fund aims to be fransformative, evidence- and human-rights based, and inclusive in its goal of
catalyzing and strengthening a multi-sectoral and people-centered response to address the
consequences of one of the world's biggest man-made environmental disasters. The MPHSTF provides a
coherent strategy to coordinate aid flows and increase government ownership to enable sustainable
results.

The MPHSTF's theory of change has identified six clusters of interrelated problems that include: i)
Environmental insecurity; ii) Economic insecurity; i) Food insecurity; iv) Health insecurity; v) Social insecurity;
and vi) Ineffectiveness of donor assistance.

The MPHSTF is in line with the Busan development effectiveness principles on local ownership, focus on
results, partnership of development partners, and transparency of aid. The assistance provided through the
MPHSTF is based on a single programmatic framework, which has been developed based on the results of
an independent socio-economic survey conducted in the communities most affected by the
environmental disaster.

The Fund aims to build the resilience of communities in Uzbekistan affected by the Aral Sea ecological
disaster through achieving the following five outcomes:

1) The stress onlocal communities due to the deteriorating environmental situationreduced

2) The employment andincome generation opportunities forlocal communitiesincreased

3) Local community access to affordable and healthy food and clean drinking water secured

4) The overallhealth of the local populationimproved and healthy lifestyle promoted

5) The living conditions of local populations improved, with particular focus on vulnerable groups such
aswomen, children and youth

MPHSTF Governance and Financial Architecture

project proposal
STEERING COMMITTEE

Co-Chairs: UN and
government

TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

T
>
o
o
Technical Experts e

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENT
PARTICIPATING UNDP MPTF OFFICE

UN AGENCIES

funds

How to Contribute

Confributions to the MPHSTF may be accepted from governments, bi-lateral and multi-lateral donors,
individuals and the private sector. Conftributors are encouraged to make un-earmarked confributions to
allow the Fund maximize the benefits of flexibility, risk pooling and coherence. Earmarked confributions by
individual donors can be accepted provided that earmarking is at the Fund outcome level and thereby
fully aligned to the Fund Strategy.

The MPHSTF will have an initial duration of 5 years, from 12 November 2018 to 31 December 2023. The
Steering Committee has the authority to modify the MPHSTF's duration. The Administrative Agent has the
authority to proceed with the closure of the MPHSTF by mutual agreement.

MPHSTF web-site, www.aral.mptf.uz
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Section 6. United Nations and its Specialized Agencies

6.6. UN Economic Commission for Europe

UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) is one of five regional
commissions of the United Naftions set up in 1947. Its main scope of work
includes environment, fransport, statistics, sustainable energy, frade,
wood products