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Activities in 2020

ndThe 2  Asia International Water Week/2-AIWW in In-
donesia under the theme “Sufcient and Sustainable 
Water for All” has been postponed from October 
2020 to November 2021. The AIWW program will inclu-
de 24 thematic sessions, the Asia to World Statement 
Ceremony and Water Project Business Forum, as well 
as special sessions and an exhibition. The AWC Board 
of Council approved the composition and topics of 
the sessions (six themes with 4 sessions per each the-
me): (1) Security and sustainable growth (moderator 
– Australian Water Partnership/AWP); (2) IWRM plan-
ning/pilot projects to introduce smart technologies 
and build capacity (moderator – Qinghai University, 
China/K-Water); (3) Water management policy and 
technology in the context of climate change (mode-
rator – IWHR/K-Water); (4) Water-Energy-Food-Eco-

system Nexus (moderator – IFAS/Daejeon University, 
Korea); (5) Water Security: responses to local, regio-
nal and global challenges (moderator – UNESCO/ 
IWRA); (6) Asian Dynamic Water Center – power of 
knowledge and information (moderator – Global 
Institute for Water, Environment and Health/GIWEH).

Events. The following events were held: (1) AWC-ADB 
joint meeting (20-21 February, Manila); (2) meeting of 
representatives of the AWC Special Committees, 
which inter alia discussed the selection of 8 water 
projects to be funded in 2021-2022 (26 March, online); 
(3) AWC Bureau meeting (27 March, online); (4) 11th 
and 12th meetings of the Board of Council, where a 
series of online webinars was proposed for early 2021 
(8 July and 16 December, online).

Source: GEF Agency of IFAS, 
http://www.asiawatercouncil.org

7.1.   Asia Water Council

The Asia Water Council (AWC) is a global network focused in providing tangible solu-
tions on Asian water challenges and facilitating multilateral discussions among stake-

thholders. It was established at the initiative of South Korea during the 7  World Water 
Forum in March 2015. As of December 2020, AWC is composed of 144 organizations from 
27 countries. The AWC action tools include the application of high-tech tools in all areas 
of water management and nature conservation through IWRM, the reduction of risks 
through better water security, especially as concerns prevention of oods and droughts. 
AWC is the main organizer and sponsor of the   (AIWW).Asia International Water Week

7.2.   Geneva Water Hub

The Geneva Water Hub is a joint project of the Swiss Confederation (SDC, Global Prog-
ram Water Division) and the University of Geneva. The Geneva Water Hub was estab-
lished in 2014 to help prevent water conicts at an early stage and to promote water as 
an instrument of peace and cooperation. The Platform for International Water Law 
(PIWL) was established by some members of the Department of Public International Law 
and International Organization of the Faculty of Law of the University of Geneva in 2009. 
Later, it became a part of the Geneva Water Hub. The Geneva Water Hub serves as the 
Secretariat of the Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace. 

Activities in 2020 

Events. The following events were held: webinars (1) 
“Water, Sanitation, COVID-19, and Cooperation in 
the Middle East” (30 April) and “Reducing the Risks of 
Climate-Related Water Conicts” (28 August) in col-
laboration with the Environmental Peacebuilding As-
sociation; (2) “Water under Fire” with UNICEF (28 Au-
gust); (3) “Facing the Climate Emergency Effectively 
Leveraging Science, Governance and Diplomacy” 
with IUCN during the Stockholm World Water Week 
(24 August); (4) “International Law and Transboun-
dary Water Cooperation” in collaboration with Diplo-
Foundation with the participation of experts from the 
Secretariat of the UNECE Water Convention and SIC 
ICWC (3 December); conference on “Use of Water as 
a Weapon of War: the Role of International Law” in 
collaboration with the Institute of Peace and De-
velopment of the University of Côte d’Azur; online 
side-event on “Ten years after the proclamation of 

the right to water: challenges and perspectives in 
thtimes of crisis” during the 45  session of the Human 

Rights Council in collaboration with the Permanent 
Mission of Togo to UN (23 September).  

The Geneva Water Hub also contributed to the 
nal event of the Geneva Peace Week and the parti-
cipation in two sessions on “Transboundary Water Re-
sources Management: Challenges and Opportuni-
ties” and the Intergenerational Dialogue on “The role 
of water in Environmental Peacebuilding” (2-6 No-
vember).  

Publications. The Geneva Water Hub and its PIWL also 
contributed to several publications, including the 
report on “Witnessing the Environmental Impacts of 
War: Environmental Case Studies from Conict Zones 
around the World”, a special issue of the Review of 
European, Comparative & International Environmen-
tal Law (RECIEL) on “Water Protection and Armed 
Conicts in International Law”; a paper on “The role of 

http://www.asiawatercouncil.org/frontend/aiww/whatAiww.do
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international case law in implementing the obligation 
not to cause signicant harm” in the review on “Inter-
national Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law 
and Economics”.

In collaboration with the GKU and SDC, the Ge-
neva Water Hub developed a module on Hydropoli-
tics and Hydrodiplomacy as part of the curriculum 
through the MSc in IWRM at GKU. The module focuses 
on (1) providing some ground denitions of key con-
cepts such as hydropolitics, water cooperation or 
hydrodiplomacy; (2) addressing and deconstructing 
on-going narratives related to “water wars” or “water 
cooperation”; (3) setting the frame of existing inter-
national legal sources for the management of water 
resources; (4) providing different tools for a better 
understanding of conicts and for managing water-
related tensions (conict mediation, negotiations 
skills); and (5) introducing additional perspective on 
the potential of water as an instrument for coopera-
tion and peace.

Global Observatory 
on Water and Peace (GOWP) 

Ofcially launched in 2019, the Global Observatory 
for Water and Peace (GOWP) is a platform open to all 
agencies and entities and coordinated by the 
Geneva Water Hub. 

It is an inclusive network with its central node at 
the Geneva Water Hub that unites and aligns re-
gional and local partners, credible and neutral institu-
tions committed to the agenda of water, peace and 
security. The GOWP functions by strengthening the 
nexus, from global levels (federating the Geneva 
International) to local levels (through the GOWP net-
work and regional partners). By bridging and promo-
ting existing skills, GOWP will improve the limited ca-

pacity of international actors to act collectively and 
effectively at the political and diplomatic levels and 
the search for a global home of hydro-diplomacy. 
GOWP is a network of nodes (partners) of different 
setups, which reect the capacity for analysis and 
strategic foresight on water and peace in their “spe-
cic context”; this reection takes place in a dynamic 
creative exchange and contributes to create a disc-
reet “global space” (Safe Space) to progress on key 
themes of their regional/societal context, of generic 
scope, or of global scope. Those partners are both re-
gional, and societal, i.e. representing the perspec-
tives of youth, women, media, local voices and other 
communities of interest.

Publications. One of the objectives of GOWP is to pro-
duce an annual analytic report with the objective of 
outlining gaps, challenges, lessons learned, existing 
or emerging solutions and potential relevant new to-
pics to consider and producing hydropolitical analy-
sis conducive to peace and cooperation.

In 2020, the partners to GOWP have been wor-
king on their separate contributions to the overall re-
port, and in December, a virtual exchange took pla-
ce to exchange on their respective areas of priorities 
of analysis. For Central Asia, a group of leading ex-
perts made their contribution. The overall report of 
GOWP is to be published during the rst half of 2021. 
Moreover, under the aegis of the GOWP Strategic 
Foresight Discussion Notes are developed. These do-
cuments are informal think pieces prepared by staff 
and partners of the Geneva Water Hub with contribu-
tions from GOWP network and external partners to 
encourage forward-looking discussions and exchan-
ges of ideas. The rst of these notes focuses on “Hyd-
rodiplomacy in Rapid Action: Early Insights from the 
Sardoba Dam Disaster in Central Asia”. 

Source: Geneva Water Hub

Section 7. International Water Organizations and Initiatives

7.3.   Global Water Partnership

The Global Water Partnership (GWP) is a global net-
work of action including over 3,000 partners in 179 
countries. GWP is comprised of 13 Regional Water 
Partnerships (RWPs) and 69 National Water Partner-
ships (NWPs), with the mission to advance governan-
ce and management of water resources for sustain-
able and equitable development.

Activities in 2020

River basins spanning two or more countries account 
for around 60% of global freshwater resources, with 
2.8 billion people relying on shared waters. Trans-
boundary water cooperation is therefore critical to 
GWP’s mission to advance the governance and ma-
nagement of water resources for sustainable and 
equitable development. 

Regional dialogues and knowledge-sharing. GWP 
experience shows that regional dialogues are effec-
tive in leading stakeholders towards basin-level co-

operation on water management. In 2020, GWP wor-
ked with the Central American Commission for Envi-
ronment and Development to organise a second re-
gional dialogue. This resulted in the formation of a 
high-level panel with participation from government 
ministers from Costa Rica, Honduras, Nicaragua, and 
Panama. GWP has provided annual pan-African trai-
ning events on water governance and international 
water law since 2015. In 2020, based on the results of 
survey of key stakeholders, it was decided to enhan-
ce the impact of these events and build further co-
operation through adopting a more structured ap-
proach to knowledge dissemination and sharing in 
Africa. In addition to widening the reach of the trai-
ning, the new approach will help to build a more ex-

https://www.genevawaterhub.org/news/hydrodiplomacy-rapid-action-early-insights-sardoba-dam-disaster-central-asia
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/news/hydrodiplomacy-rapid-action-early-insights-sardoba-dam-disaster-central-asia
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/news/hydrodiplomacy-rapid-action-early-insights-sardoba-dam-disaster-central-asia
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69
  Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova, and Ukraine

tensive network of water professionals and decision-
makers.

Caucasus and Central Asia. As part of the European 
Union Water Initiative Plus for the Eastern Partnership 

69Programme (EUWI+) , GWP Armenia organized a 
public consultation campaign for providing informa-
tion of River Basin Management Plan over the Sevan 
and Hrazdan basins: in 2019, on the main challenges 
facing water sharing, drinking water quality, pollu-
tion, and human health with more than 50 local 
stakeholders, and in June and July 2020. GWP Part-
ners in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan actively participa-
ted in the ongoing process of developing the draft 
Agreement between the Governments of two coun-
tries on joint management, use and protection of 
transboundary water bodies. GWP-Kazakhstan 
Chairman also as a member of the Special Working 
Group on the study and approval of the draft Agree-
ment on the allocation of transboundary rivers resour-
ces between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 
People's Republic of China took part in the meetings 
and discussions of the Kazakhstan-China Joint Com-
mission on the Use and Protection of Transboundary 
Rivers. 

Sharing transboundary water management know-
ledge. GWP has a well-established capacity-building 
programme in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, deve-
loped with a wide range of partners and targeted at 
practitioners and legislators involved in transboun-

dary water management. At the global level and 
working with GEF and other key partners, GWP deve-
loped a massive open online course (MOOC) on 
“Governance for Transboundary Freshwater Securi-
ty”. The course opened at the end of August 2020 
and over 1,880 learners from 145 countries have parti-
cipated as of March 2021. MOOC was also featured 
at a pan-Asian online workshop on monitoring SDG 
indicator 6.5.2 in response to participants’ request for 
capacity-building support. 

Basin-level cooperation. In 2020, the riparian coun-
tries of the Drin River basin (Albania, Greece, Kosovo, 
Montenegro, and North Macedonia) jointly develo-
ped and signed a strategic action programme outli-
ning more than 100 actions to overcome obstacles 
and promote sustainable water resource develop-
ment. In Southern Africa, GWP helped mobilise €5 mil-
lion from GEF for a new project on managing compe-
ting water uses and protecting ecosystems in the Buzi, 
Pungwe, and Save River basins, which are shared by 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. GWP provided techni-
cal backing to the Economic Community of Central 
African States (ECCAS) to submit eight transbounda-
ry water projects for funding under Programme for 
Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA). This 
programme is backed by the African Union and aims 
to accelerate the development of key water infra-
structure projects.

Source: GWP

7.4.   International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage

The International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) was established in 1950 
as a scientic and technical organization with a view to develop scientic technolo-
gies in engineering, agriculture, irrigation and drainage, economy, ecology, and so-
cial sciences to increase food production, protect environment, improve water qua-
lity, improve land productivity, and manage oods and disasters. Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan are the members of ICID.

Activities in 2020

ICID has held its international activities online this year. 

Events. Several webinars were organized: (1) jointly 
with WB Global Webinar on the Impact and Recovery 
from COVID-19 in the Irrigation and Drainage Sector 
(18 May); (2) Role of Safety Standards and Land Sub-
sidence in Sustainable Development and Manage-
ment of Flood Prone Areas (19 May); (3) Ensuring the 
Safety of Dams and Land Reclamation Network (10 
September); (4) General Challenges of Irrigation 
Schemes Management Under Different Scales: With 
Special Consideration on Institutional and Organiza-
tional Aspects of System Management  (21 January 
2021); (5) Overcoming Water Challenges in Agricul-
ture – Canadian Perspectives on #SOFA2020 (27 Ja-
nuary 2021).

Council Meetings. The International Executive Coun-
cil (IEC), the highest decision-making body of ICID, is 

vested with the management of the affairs of ICID.  
IEC meets every year to transact business of adminis-
trative and technical in nature. In preparation for the 

st71  meeting of the Council, the following events were 
organized: an online meeting of the European Re-
gional Working Group (20 October), meeting of the 

stOfce-Bureau (17 November), and 41  meeting of the 
Permanent Finance Committee (26 November). At 

stthe 71  Council meeting, which gathered over 150 
people, decisions were made based on the results of 
activities of ICID Working Groups and Permanent 
Committees, awards were given in the nominations 
“WatSave”, “Technology”, “Young Professional”, “Far-
mer” and “Best Paper in the ICID Journal”, World Heri-
tage Irrigation Structures were recognized, the results 
of elections of new ICID ofce bearers were announ-
ced, and several events were rescheduled (7-8 De-
cember). Some of the meeting results are presented 
further:
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n The elections results: Dr. Ragab Ragab (UK) – 
new President for 2021-2023; three Vice-Presidents for 
2020-2022 – Prof. Choi, Jin-Yong, Seoul National Uni-
versity (South Korea); Dato’ Ir. Nor Hisham bin Mohd 
Ghazali, Malaysian National Committee on Irrigation 
& Drainage (MANCID), Director General, Depart-
ment of Irrigation & Drainage, Ministry of Environment 
and Water; Eng. Rafat Nael Al-Intaki, Chief Engineer, 
Ministry of Water Resources of Iraq; Engr. Ashwin B. 
Pandya, incumbent Secretary General of ICID, re-
elected for new term of 2021-2024; Vice-President Dr. 
Marco Arcieri (Italy) – Chairman of the Permanent 
Finance Committee;

n The number of ICID individual members was 
increased. They are: A. Kumar (India); A. Karva (India); 
A.E. Elshaikh (Sudan) and A. Urfels (Germany);

n The following groups will be established: (1) 
Land Drainage Working Group under the strategic 
theme “Schemes” to promote drainage develop-
ment as part of IWRM; (2) Water-Food- Energy Nexus 
Working Group under the strategic theme “Basins” to 
share information, knowledge and experience, and 
develop links in the nexus approach towards new 
developments, methods, and approaches.

Source: I.G.Bondarik, ICID Honorary Vice-President
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7.5.   International Network of Basin Organizations

The International Network of Basin Organizations (INBO) was established in 1994 in Aix-les-
Bains (France) to promote integrated water resources management at the level of na-
tional and transboundary basins of rivers, lakes and groundwater aquifers to link econo-
mic growth, social equity, water and environmental protection, and civil society partici-
pation. Basin organizations, governmental administrations in charge of water, and bi and 
multilateral cooperation organizations are the members of INBO. INBO member orga-
nizations belonging to the same geographic region created 8 regional networks of INBO.

Activities in 2020

Events. The following events were held: (1) online webi-
nar “Water Information Systems, Governance and the 
Interests of Remote Sensing – for an Informed Water 
Resources Management at National and Basin Levels” 
(15 September, over 200 participants from 73 count-
ries); (2)  “Cost of Climate Change Adapta-webinar
tion at Basin Level vs. Cost of Inaction” (13 October); 
(3) INBO World Liaison Bureau  (3 November); meeting
(4) annual  “Europe-INBO 2020” International Con-th18

thference (9-10 November); (5) 5  AfriAlliance Innova-
tion Brokerage : Climate proof IWRM (29 Octo-Event
ber); (6)  “Participation of Stakeholders, Civil webinar
Society and Youth in the management of the basins of 
rivers, lakes & aquifers” (10 December).

INBO actively participated in its partners’ activi-
ties, including the rst UNECE Global Workshop on Da-
ta and Information Exchange in Transboundary Ba-
sins (UNECE, December 2019) and the rst virtual ro-

undtable “Digital Transformation Challenges and 
Opportunities for West African River Basin Develop-
ment Organizations” (Geneva Water Hub, July 2020). 

Projects. A Memorandum of Understanding was sig-
ned with the Mekong River Commission in response to 
a  request of support to reinforce their data access/
exchange and water information system. Organiza-
tional and technical support was provided to the Or-
ganization for the Development of the Gambia River 
(OMVG, Guinea) for developing their data manage-
ment capacities. Work was continued on the “100 wa-
ter and climate projects for Africa” initiative launched 
in December 2017 with the support of the French Go-
vernment, the World Bank and the United Nations Ge-
neral Secretariat. INBO continued sustaining the incu-
bation platform for water and climate projects by the 
mobilization of new nancial donors.

Publications. INBO published the new issue of “INBO 
Newsletter” ( , November 2020) with the key high-No.28
lights of Network’s activity.

The Eastern Europe, Caucasus, and Central Asia Network
of Water Management Organizations (EECCA NWO)

EECCA NWO is one of the eighth regional networks of INBO. It was established in 2010 
to exchange views, experiences, and information on various aspects of water-
management activity. The Network is administered by SIC ICWC, with the support of 
the Government of Russian Federation and the UNECE, and Network's activities are 
coordinated with those of INBO.

Activities in 2020

EECCA NWO contributed to the development of the 
Network’s website and the knowledge base on the 
CAWater-Info and supported the Atlas of Water and 
Environmental Organizations in EECCA (24 organiza-

tions were added);  “Water manage-e-newsletter
ment, irrigation and environment in EECCA countries” 
is prepared and disseminated weekly.

At the end of the year, the Network’s members 
started contributing to the study on “Statements made 
by the Central Asian countries at the UN General As-

https://www.inbo-news.org/en/webinars/water-information-systems-governance-and-interest-remote-sensing-informed-water-resources
https://www.inbo-news.org/en/webinars/water-information-systems-governance-and-interest-remote-sensing-informed-water-resources
https://www.riob.org/en/webinars/cost-climate-change-adaptation-basin-level-vs-cost-inaction
https://www.inbo-news.org/en/events/inbo-world-liaison-bureau-10
https://www.riob.org/en/events/europe-inbo-2020
https://www.riob.org/en/events/5th-afrialliance-innovation-brokerage-event-climate-proof-iwrm
https://www.riob.org/en/webinars/participation-stakeholders-civil-society-and-youth-management-basins-rivers-lakes-aquifers
https://www.inbo-news.org/fr/documents/la-lettre-du-riob-ndeg28-novembre-2020
http://atlas.cawater-info.net/base/index
http://atlas.cawater-info.net/base/index
http://cawater-info.net/news/index_e.htm
http://cawater-info.net/expert-platform/un-ga-1992-2020_e.htm
http://cawater-info.net/expert-platform/un-ga-1992-2020_e.htm
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sembly in 1992-2020: Key highlights and priorities” and 
“Environment and Transboundary Cooperation at the 
Statements made by the EECCA countries in the UN 
General Assembly in 1992-2020”. The collection and 
compilation of best practices on IWRM and transboun-
dary water cooperation in EECCA has been started 
also. An  of water, environment and online database
sustainable development experts has been launched 

to facilitate their collaborative research and involve-
ment in development programs around the world. 
Preparations has begun for the Network's videoconfe-
rence “Transboundary Water Cooperation in the 
EECCA Countries: Lessons Learned and Future Direc-
tions” to be held in March 2021. 

Source: EECCA NWO Secretariat

7.6.   Inter-Islamic Network
on Water Resources Development and Management

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) was established upon a decision of the 
rst high-level Islamic Conference, which took place in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco 
on 25 September 1969. In March 1970, the rst ever meeting of Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers (ICFM) was held in Jeddah; it was decided to establish a permanent 
Secretariat in Jeddah headed by the organization’s Secretary General. OIC consists of 
57 members and 5 observers.

The Inter-Islamic Network on Water Resources Development and Management 

(INWRDAM) was established by the Standing Committee on Scientic and Technolo-

gical Cooperation (COMSTECH) of OIC in 1987 (Isla-

mabad, Pakistan). The headquarters of INWRDAM is 

located in Amman and hosted by the Hashemite 

Kingdom of Jordan. INWRDAM is a non-political and 

non-prot organization having international legal 

status. It is one of the technical bodies of COMSTECH 

and OIC focused on water resources development 

and management. Currently, only 19 OIC countries 

(out of 57) are members of INWRDAM: Bahrain, Bang-

ladesh, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mali, 

Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, 

Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkey, Uzbekistan and Yemen.

Activities in 2020

Events. A Symposium “Water Crisis Knows No Borders” 

was held with participation of ofcial representatives 

from 14 OIC Member-States, OIC bodies and other 

international organizations. The participants discus-

sed: (1) how to use the INWRDAM platform for a more 

productive dialogue focused on case studies from 

the Network Member-States; it was decided to deve-

lop a ve-year vision for transboundary water resour-
thces management to be approved by the 11  mee-

ting of the INWRDAM Governing Body; (2) the deve-

lopment of a Roadmap to improve resilience of local 

communities in vulnerable basins in INWRDAM Mem-

ber-States and a ve-year Plan of actions and part-

nership development areas to achieve the OIC wa-

ter goals (9 February).

thThe INWRDAM 11  Governing Body meeting was 

held on 9-10 February. Activities of the Network for 

2018-2019 and the Biennial Action Plan for 2020-2021 

were on the agenda. Following the discussion of the 

Plan, the participants recommended to develop 

transboundary water cooperation, invite water cen-

ters/institutes from OIC Member-States to join 

INWRDAM, increase resilience to climate change, 

support publications on water-related issues in OIC 

countries, etc. As part of the Work Plan, INWRDAM will 

be leading an initiative on organization of the OIC 

Water Forum on a biennial basis. 

Source: GEF Agency of IFAS, https://www.oic-oci.org

7.7.   International Water Management Institute

International Water Management Institute (IWMI) is a research-for-development (R4D) 

organization, with headquarters in Colombo, Sri-Lanka, ofces in 13 countries and a 

global network of scientists operating in more than 30 countries. IWMI is a Research 

Center of CGIAR, the global research partnership for a food-secure future. IWMI’s 

Vision reected in its  is “a water-secure world”. IWMI leads the Strategy 2019-2023

CGIAR Research Program on Water, Land and Eco-

systems.

Activities in 2020

New appointments. After current IWMI Director Ge-

neral, Dr. Claudia Sadoff was appointed Team Con-

vener and Managing Director, Research Delivery and 

Impact of the inaugural CGIAR Executive Mana-

gement Team, Dr. Mark Smith, former IWMI’s Deputy 

Director General, was appointed as IWMI’s Director 

General.

http://cawater-info.net/expert-platform/un-ga-1992-2020_e.htm
http://cawater-info.net/expert-platform/eecca-un-ga-1992-2020_e.htm
http://cawater-info.net/expert-platform/eecca-un-ga-1992-2020_e.htm
http://www.icwc-aral.uz/expert-database/
http://www.eecca-water.net/content/view/24668/75/lang,english/
http://www.eecca-water.net/content/view/24668/75/lang,english/
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/about/iwmi-strategy-2019-2023/
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His immediate priority will be working with partners to 
“build back better” by enhancing the resilience of 
water systems in the aftermath of the ongoing pan-
demic and contributing to CGIAR. 

Global research projects: “Water and Land Manage-
ment Trajectories” “FutureDAMS” (2020-2021/WLE),  
(2017-2021/Research Councils UK), “Water and Cli-
mate Adaptation Meta-Review” “Sus- (2020/ACIAR), 
tainable Groundwater” (2017-2020/WLE).

Research projects involving Central Asian countries: 
AGRUMIG to address labor mobility and changes in 
agriculture and the rural sector (2019-2022, Kyrgyz-
stan, Tajikistan/European Commission); “Assessment 
of Transboundary Water and Land Resources in the 
Amu Darya Basin” “Wa (2019-2020, Uzbekistan/ISTC); -
ter-Energy-Food-Climate-Health nexus in Central 
Asia” “Gro (2017-2020, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan/USAID); -
und Water Monitoring in the Ferghana Valley” (2019-
2020, Uzbekistan/SDC); TA-9782 UZB: “Climate Adap-
tive Water Resources Management in the Aral Sea 
Basin” “Background Study  (2020, Uzbekistan/ADB); 
on Water Management in Uzbekistan” (2019-2020, 
Uzbekistan/EBRD); “Water Resources and Agricultu-
re” (2016-2020, Uzbekistan/USAID).

Awards. IWMI won: (1) the Water Prize of the Prince 
Albert II of Monaco Foundation for development of 

scientic solutions in support of some of the world’s 
poorest populations; (2) the award for innovative 
work using remote sensing technology in recognition 
of the positive impact IWMI’s South Asia Drought Mo-
nitoring System - (SADMS) has had. Since IWMI laun
ched SADMS in 2014, the system has guided national, 
state and district-level authorities in India and Sri Lan-
ka to take timely action to prepare for drought. 

Work with partners. In May 2020, when super cyclone 

Amphan hit India and Bangladesh, IWMI provided 

maps that enabled authorities in those countries to 

identify and evacuate populations and identify da-

maged infrastructure and farmland to plan a reco-

very response. The researchers have access to more 

than 600 satellite images and generate more than 20 

maps based on satellite data before and after the 

cyclone. 

Grants. Five organizations from India, Nepal, Pakistan, 

and Bangladesh were awarded grants from the 

SoLAR Innovation Fund established by SDC and IWMI 

to support technical, nancial, and institutional inno-

vation for upscaling of solar irrigation.

Source: IWMI Ofce in Uzbekistan, 

https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/

Section 7. International Water Organizations and Initiatives

7.8.   International Water Resources Association
and World Water Congress

The International Water Resources Association (IWRA) is a global knowledge network 

of water experts.

Since 1971, the Association has grown to become a preeminent key actor working 

internationally for the sustainable use and management of the world's water 

resources.

Activities in 2020

Events. The following events took place in 2020: (1) 

online  supported by UNESCO-IHP “Ad-conference

dressing Groundwater Resilience under Climate 

Change” (28-30 October, 2,600 participants from 130 

countries); (2) online  of the Asso-General Assembly

ciation (24 September, 150 members from all over the 

world); (3)  on 11 different topics based on webinars

special issues of “Water International” magazine or 

dedicated to various water-related events, such as 

the World Water Day, water issues in COVID-19.

Working Groups. The structure and governance of 

the IWRA Working Groups were improved.

As a result, the Working Groups can be initiated 

and chaired by IWRA members, rather than being 

represented by a group of individual experts.

Two new Working Groups on Groundwater and 

Young Professionals were created.

Projects. IWRA,  and the  K-water Asia Water Council

(AWC) agreed to initiate a new phase of collabo-

ration with the  project. “Smart Water Cities”

Publications. Policy Brief documents were published: 

8 issues as part of the “Green Series” and 4 – “Blue 

Series”. Eight issues of “Water International” were 

published.

Within the agreement with the UNESCO i-WSSM 

(International Centre for Water Security and Sustain-

able Management) on annual co-publishing of the 

Global Water Security Issues (GWSI) Paper Series, the 

paper for 2019 “Water Reuse within a Circular Eco-

nomy Context” was published. Preparations have 

begun for a new issue on groundwater to be publi-

shed in 2021. 

Source: 2020 IWRA Activity Report

https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1119
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1119
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1009
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1121
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1121
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=928
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=928
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1014
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1098
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1098
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1098
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=971
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=971
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=971
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1056
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1056
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1079
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1079
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1079
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1083
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=1083
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=907
https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/what-we-do/projects/show-projects/?C=907
https://www.monaco-tribune.com/en/2020/06/the-prince-albert-ii-of-monaco-foundation-reveals-2020-laureates-for-environmental-protection/
https://www.monaco-tribune.com/en/2020/06/the-prince-albert-ii-of-monaco-foundation-reveals-2020-laureates-for-environmental-protection/
http://dms.iwmi.org/
http://dms.iwmi.org/
https://solar.iwmi.org/call-for-innovation-funds/
https://iwraonlineconference.org/welcome/
https://www.iwra.org/2020generalassembly/
https://www.iwra.org/category/webinars/page/2/
http://english.kwater.or.kr/
http://www.asiawatercouncil.org/
https://www.iwra.org/swm-2/
https://www.iwra.org/watersecurity/
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transboundary water cooperation, international po-

licy, WASH, and water governance and streamlines 

three cross cutting issues – gender equality, youth 

empowerment, and human rights-based approa-

ches – throughout all programming.

SIWI hosts the world’s premier annual water 

meeting and water dialogue platform, the World 

Water Week and we award the prestigious Stock-

holm Water Prize and the Stockholm Junior Water 

Prize.

As a trusted convenor, they are the host and 

driver of important initiatives such as the UNESCO 

Category II Center the International Centre for Water 

Cooperation (ICWC) and the Shared Waters Part-

nership (SWP), hosted by SIWI’s Transboundary Water 

Cooperation Department.

World Water Week

The 2020  was held online. During World Water Week

the week, there were 120 sessions focused exclusively 

on solutions to global water issues. Two areas in parti-

cular stood out – resilience to climate change im-

pacts and digitalization.

Many sessions addressed strategies for coping 

with various future shocks – from climate change and 

ecosystem degradation to pandemic and food shor-

tage.

The following key messages have been delive-

red: safety is a priority; collaboration is necessary for 

sustainability; disconnectedness is extremely dange-

rous; business solutions are needed; it's time for solu-

tions; decision-makers play an important role in chan-

ging behavior; what we really value. 

Activities in Central Asia and 
Afghanistan in 2020 

SIWI’s Shared Water Partnership program engaged in 

several key activities in Central Asia and Afghanistan 

supporting multi-track riparian dialogues, targeted 

capacity building, and networking opportunities to 

elevate regional water cooperation. 

Events. The following events were held: (1) a water 

diplomacy workshop for government ofcials from 

Afghanistan focused on strengthening communica-

tion resilience against the backdrop of escalating 

disinformation and other information inuence cam-

paigns (February); (2) a closed webinar for its basin 

partners focused on enhancing inter-ministerial coor-

dination for improved transboundary cooperation 

(June); (3) a focused session on water diplomacy wi-

thin annual Central Asian Leadership Program on En-

vironment for Sustainable Development (September). 

New program. In partnership with SDC, the University 

of Corvinus Budapest, and CAREC, the “Water as a 

Driver of Sustainable Recovery: economic, institutio-

nal and strategic aspects of water resources mana-

gement in Central Asia” initiative was launched 

within the framework of the .Blue Peace Central Asia

Source: SIWI, https://www.siwi.org

7.9.   Stockholm International Water Institute
and World Water Week

The Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) is a Swedish not-for-prot Founda-

tion. The Stockholm International Water Institute’s vision is a Water Wise World – a world 

that recognizes the value of water and ensures that it is inclusively shared and used 

sustainably, equitably, and efciently for all. At SIWI, we believe that the best way to 

tackle water crises and help bring about lasting change – is to strengthen water gover-

nance among public and private actors alike. SIWI focuses on priority areas including 

7.10.   World Water Council

The World Water Council (WWC) is an international multi-stakeholder platform. It was 

established in 1996 on the initiative of renowned water specialists and international 

organizations, in response to an increasing concern about world water issues from the 

global community.

The World Water Council catalyzes collective action during and in between each 

World Water Forum – the world's largest event on water. 

Organized every three years with a host country, the Forum provides a unique 

platform where the water community and key decision makers can collaborate and 

make long-term progress on global water challenges.

https://www.worldwaterweek.org/programme/schedule
https://bluepeace-centralasia.ch/ru/
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Forum week, and a key event will bring together the 
synthesized outcomes related to each priority. Diffe-
rent stakeholders will be part of the Forum, including 
political level, private sector, civil society, academia, 
etc. 

Other WWC Activities in 2020 

A virtual Board of Governors meeting was held on 17 

June. The meeting addressed emerging issues within 

the water community due to the spread of COVID-19. 

Participants reected on three thematic topics which 
thwill guide their work and contribute to the 9  World 

Water Forum in Dakar: (1) the importance of sanita-

tion in the ght against COVID-19; (2) challenges po-

sed by the COVID-19 pandemic in nancing access 

to water and sanitation; and (3) water and biodiver-

sity. The most recent progress in the preparatory pro-

cess of the Forum was reported as well. 

Events. WWC representatives took part in a number of 

large meetings, including: a meeting of the OECD 

Water Governance Initiative (9-10 January, Paris); vir-

tual session of the Civil Society Engagement Group 

C20 Summit “Urgent Collective Action for Water Se-

curity” (6 October); Annual Conference of the virtual 

International Association for Hydro-Environment Engi-

neering and Research (IAHR) and the Chinese Hyd-

raulic Engineering Society (CHES) (18 October); Cairo 

Water Week (18 October); Brazil Water Week (26 Oc-

tober); Global Water Leaders Forum (10 November), 

etc.

Publications. The Council published the “World Water 

Council Membership Guidelines”. It presents the 

membership policy of WWC and establishes the 

principles of the membership as well as transparent 

procedures for the relationship between WWC and its 

members. This document is complementary to the By-

Laws and Constitution of the Council. Six issues of 

“Water Policy” magazine and a special issue on “Wa-

ter in the Himalayas: A Water Management Experien-

ce with Adaptation in Mind” were also published. 

Source: https://www.worldwatercouncil.org/en

Section 7. International Water Organizations and Initiatives

th9  World Water Forum “Water Security for Peace and Development”

thIn late 2019, the First Announcement of the 9  World Water Forum was published and 
presented a Roadmap for the Forum, including its four core priorities: Water Security, 
Rural Development, Cooperation, and Means and Tools. In 2020, Senegal and the 

thWorld Water Council have decided to postpone the 9  World Water Forum scheduled 
in Dakar, to March 21-26, 2022. 

thThe 9  World Water Forum will be the rst large-scale international water-related 
thevent to be organized in sub-Saharan Africa. The objective of this 9  Forum is to have 

strong political commitments made by leaders, with practical propositions and 
actions delivered. The Heads of State will constitute the major part of the political 
outcome of the Forum. The Heads of State Summit will be held on the rst day of the 
Forum, four keystone roundtables (one for each priority) will take place during the 






