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AGREEMENTS ON WATER MANAGEMENT

This research in the scope of water law mainly developed on the basis of the principles of legal analysis,
used in national and foreign legal science: formal-legal, comparative-legal, formal-logical and others. Main
importance for the research were general theoretical and special scientific works of scientists-Jurists, reports on
the work of the International Law Commission, the international legal instruments of universal, regional and
bilateral nature.

The greatest importance for the research were general-theoretical and special scientific works of Jurists-
scientists, reports on the work of the international legal instruments of universal, regional and bilateral nature.

Since analysis the important tools of qualitative research, the study has managed to use this method for
data collection. Most of the documents which have been used were collected from the internet and the project
documents taken from the projects. These were the reports of the programs. Some information was even taken
from the journals, newspaper; nevertheless, it was useful to read them for later analyses.

The main objectives are theoretical and content analysis of regulations, international, regional, national
water laws and other instruments developed in the field of the use of international watercourses, as well as to
disclose the content of the principles and mechanisms of international water law for the establishment of joint
bodies and identify gaps to establish joint bodies in the legal regulation of international, regional and national
levels in Central Asia.

Dmo uccnedosanue 8 pamkax 00HO20 NPAsA 8 OCHOGHOM Pa3paboOmMaHO HA OCHO8E NPUHYUNOE NPABOEO20
AHANU3A, UCNOTL3YEMO20 8 OMEUeCMEEHHOU U 3apPYOedCHON IOPUOULECKOU HAYKe: (OPMATbHO-I0PUOUYECKO20,
CPABHUMENLHO-NPABOBO20, (hopmanbHo-T02u4ecko20 u Opyeux. OcHogHOe 3HaueHue O UCCIeO08AHUsL UMEU
obwue meopemuueckue U CREYUAIbHbIE HAYYHbIE MPYObl  YUEHbIX-IOPUCMOS, omuembl O pabome
Meacoynapoonoii  FOpuduueckoui Komuccuu, medcOyHapoOuvle npagogvle UHCIMPYMEHMbL YHUBEPCALbHOZO,
PEGUOHATLHO2O0 U 08YCIOPOHHE20 XApaKmepd.

Haubonvwee snauenue ons ucciredosanusi npuobpenu oduemeopemuyeckue u cneyuaibiblie HAy4Hble
mpyost yuenvix-FOpucmos, omuemor 0 pabome Medcoynapoonoii FOpuouueckou Komuccuu, mexrcoyHapooHbie
npasosvle UHCMPYMEHMbL YHUBEPCATIbHOZ0, PESUOHAILHO20 U O8YCMOPOHHE20 Xapakmepd.

Ipoananuszuposag  6axicHOCMb UHCMPYMEHMA KAYECMBEHHO20 AHAAU3d, Ol  UCCIe008AHUAObLI
UCNONB308aH MOM Memod cOopa OAHHLIX. BonbUWUHCMBO UCNONb308AHHBIXOOKYMEHMOBObLINU HAUOEHbl 6
Hnmepneme, a maxoice Obl1a UCNONb308AHA NPOEKMHAS OOKYMEHMAYUst 63AMds U3 Npoexkmos. Dmo OvLiu
omuemul npozpamm. Hexomopas ungopmayus 6viia dadce 635ma uz JHCypHALO8, 2a3em, mem He menee, Oblio
HOJIe3HO NPOYUMAMb UX OJisl NOCIeOVIOWe20 aHAU3A.

OCHOBHBIMU 3a0QUAMU SGTSTIOMC MEOPEMUYECKUIL U COOEPICAMETbHIUAHAIU3 HOPMAMUGHBIX AKMOSE,
MENHCOYHAPOOHDIX, PECUOHATbHBIX, HAYUOHATIBHBIX 3AKOHO8 O 800e U Opyeux OOKYMeHMO8, pa3pabOmaHHbIX 6
0b6nacmu  UCNOIL306AHUSL MENCOVHAPOOHBIX B00OMOKO8, a4 MAKICE PACKPbIMUe COOEPHCAHUST NPUHYUNOE U
MEXAHUBMOB MENCOYHAPOOHO20 B00HO20 Npasa Ol CO30AHUSL COBMECTHBIX OP2AHO8, BblsGIeHUe NPobelos 6
CO30aHUU COBMECMHBIX OP2AHO8 6 UX NPABOGOM De2YIUPOBAHUU HA MENCOYHAPOOHOM, PESUOHANLHOM U
HAYUOHANLHOM YPOSHSX 6 cmpanax Llenmpanvroii Azuu.

Cy sanoapeinbiy ueybepinoe ocvl 3epmmey HCYMbICbl He2i3iHeH YIMMBblK HCoHe uiemen 3al &bliblMbl
natoanaHamoll  KYKbIKMblK — mMaioay npuHyunmepi He2i3inOe a3ipieHceH, oaap - KYKbIKMbIK-DecMi,
CANBICMBIPMANbI-KYKLIKMbIK,  (POPMANObl-TOSUKATILIK JicCoHe Oackanapvl. 3epmmey YuliH He2i3iHeHanbiM-
3aneepaepoil HCAINbl MEOPUSILIK HCIHE APHAbL bLIblMU dcymvicmapul, Xanvikapanvlk Kyxoik Komuccusmnvly
HCYMBICHL AHCOHIHOe2l ecenmepl, ambedan, OHIPNIK JCIHe eKIJHCAKMbl CUNAMMAZbl XATbIKAPALbIK KYKbIKIbIK
KYolcammap mManvl30ul 6010bL.

3epmmey  yuwiiney ManbI30bICHIZANLIM-3AH2EPAEPOIH  JCAINGI  MEOPUSTILIK JICIHE APHAUbL  EbLIbIMU
acymvicmapsl, Xanvixapanvlx Kyxoix Komuccuanviy scymuicol sceHinoezi ecenmepi, ambeban, OHIpniK dHcaHe
eKidHCaKmuvl CUNAmMmMagel XaiblKapaiblk KYKbIKMblK KYHcammapooioul.

Cananvt manoayoviyy Mauvl30bLIbleblH Oile mypazepmmeyoe OepeKmepoi HCUHAY YuliH ocbl 20ic
nanoanransvliovl. Kondauwinean xyscammapovly Konwiiniei unmepHemmen maodwuliovl JiCoHe Hcobaiapoan
aHcO00ANLIK Kyrcammap anvinowl. byn 6asoapramanapowviy ecenmepibonovt. Ketibip axnapamminmi dcypHaioap,
eazem anvinovl, Co2an Kapamacman, oaap KeuiHipekmaioay yuin nauoaianulia anaobsl.
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Heczizeimindemmep-xanvlKapanblKagolh CYIApPbIH  NAUOALAHY CANACHIHOASL OAMbIZAH XAIbIKAPAIbIK,
OHIPIIK, YMMbIK CY 3aHOApbl MeH o32e 0e KYpanoapovl MeOpUsblK JHCIHe MAZMYHObIKMALOAy, COHOAU-
axbiprecke HOP2aHOAPOLIKYPYYWIH — XANBIKAPALLIK CY  KYKbIKMbIHKA — UOAMmapsl MeH —MmemikmepiHiy
MasmMyHvIHawsln Kkopcemy, oaapovly Opmanvlk A3us0agbl XATbIKAPALIK, OHIPIIK JICoHe YIMmMmblK OeHzelde
KYKbIKIMbIK pemme)y KeMWINiKmepin aHblKkmay.

The legal regime of the vast number of international rivers is regulated by treaties
concluded between coastal States. If the interests of international basins required, each of
them has the right and the duty to make arrangements with other coastal States on the
settlement of the joint use of the waters of the basin, and to do this, use the international
instruments. In practice there are various precedents in international law for the settlement of
disputes on the use of international rivers.

Water resources are a key link of the Central Asian countries -, major quantity of water
sources are forming in upstream countries (Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan) and major quantity are
used by downstream countries (Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan).

Central Asian countries cooperate on transboundary waters more than 20 years. Effective
management of water resources of Central Asia — retains its relevance for politic and
economic cooperation as well as cooperation in the field of the environment on this region.
Effects of climate change: increasing temperature, reducing the length of the rain season,
drying up fertile land, lack of clean drinking water and water for irrigation, are becoming
increasingly clear outlines and require increased cooperation among states. Water quality
issues, which have been neglected in the past, are increasingly recognized as being of
particular importance to regional cooperation in Central Asia region. Institutional and legal
mechanisms for managing water resources in Central Asian states was founded in the late
nineties, after the collapse of the Soviet Union, to provide leveling many negative tendencies
manifest in the relationship of the states[1].

Table — Treaty law as applied to transboundary waters in the Aral Sea Basin

Kz [Kg [Tj[Tm |uz

Agreements
1992 | Agreement on cooperation in the joint management, use and protection v v | v | Vv v
of water resources of interstate sources
1993 | Agreement on joint action to address the problem of the Aral Sea and v v | V| Vv v
surrounding areas, environmental improvement and socio-economic
development of the Aral Sea region.
1996 | Chardjev Agreement v v | vV | v v
1996 | Agreement on the use of fuel and water v v | vV | v v
1998 | Agreement on the use of water and energy resources in the Syr Darya 4 v |V 4
River basin
998 | Environmental Cooperation Agreement v v | vV | v v
1999 | Agreement on the Status of the International Fund for Saving the Aral 4 v |V | v 4
Sea and its Organizations
2006 | Framework Convention for the protection of the environment for v |V 4
sustainable development in Central Asia
Declarations
1997 | Almaty Declaration v v | V| v v
1999 | Ashkhabad Declaration v v | vV | v v
1995 | Nukus Declaration v v | vV | v v
2001 | Tashkent Declaration v v | vV | v v
2002 | Dushanbe Declaration v v | vV | v v

Note: Source — http://ec-ifas.waterunites-ca.org/aral basin/legal-issues.
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Statement, signed 12.09.1991 by the ministries of water resources of Central Asian
countries laid the foundation for international cooperation recognizing the need to address
issues of water resources in the basin of the Aral Sea as a common to all countries based on
the principles of fair regulation in the interests of all countries in the region. Besides, there are
other agreements related to cooperation on water in Central Asia. Since reaching the
independence countries adopted a numbers of multilateral and bilateral agreements on shared
water resources management on main basins (Syr Darya and Amu Darya), established
institutions and joined the international conventions on water. Thus, from the legal point,
countries have established binding instruments and documents.

Sustainable and equitable use of water in Central Asia is one of the important factors for
the future sustainable development of the region. Joint problem solving, equitable use of
transboundary rivers on the basis of international law is a vital need[2].

Conditions of bilateral and multilateral water cooperation in Central Asia. Water
cooperation in Central Asia is reflected in regional and sub-regional agreements, mainly
agreement signed by all 5 states of region, such as the Agreement on cooperation in joint
management, use and protection of water resources of interstate sources of 1992 and on joint
actions to address the problems of the Aral Sea environmental improvement and social
economic development in the Aral Sea region of 1993, sub-regional Agreement on water and
power resources use in the Syrdarya River basin of 1998 (between Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
Republic, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan).

The 1992 Agreement on cooperation in the joint management, use and protection of
water resources of interstate sources. This is first fundamental instrument, which defines the
principles of cooperation in the region, regarding to using of “water resources of interstate
sources”. The adoption of the Agreement happened immediately after the collapse of the
Soviet Union. The 1992 Agreement allowed, to an extent, to put in order the relationships
between the independent states of Central Asia regarding transboundary water resources. At
the same time, the understandable haste with which the 1992 Agreement was drafted and
adopted could not but affect its content and form.

The main purpose of the Agreement was to create a firm legal framework for regional
water cooperation through joint management of water use and allocation. The main principles
of Agreement corresponded to international practice. These include: [3]

—the equality of rights to use and common responsibility for the states for transboundary
water resources;

—obligation to respect the agreed procedure and rules for the use and protection of
transboundary water resources;

—obligation to avoid actions that may affect the interests of other States.

The Agreement played crucial role in establishing institutional mechanisms for water
cooperation in the region.

The 1993 Agreement on joint action to address the problem of the Aral Sea and
surrounding areas, environmental improvement and socio-economic development of the Aral
Sea region. The main goal of 1993 Agreement - define the objectives of regional water and
environmental cooperation in Central Asia. Unlike the 1992 Agreement, it does not contain
any regulations or requirements of a general. However, it calls for the rational use of water
resources of the Aral Sea Basin, for adequate water using in rivers, reservoirs and
underground sources, and all water inflow into the Aral Sea.

The objectives of 1993 Agreement is to streamline the system and improve the discipline
of water use in the basin, as well as to develop relevant interstate legal and regulatory acts.
However, the most significant aspect is the institutional dimension. The 1993 Agreement
contributed to the development of a mechanism for regional cooperation by establishing the
Inter-State Council for the Aral Sea Basin and the Commission on Socio-Economic
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Development, Scientific, Technical, and Environmental Cooperation (the predecessor of
ICSD), and the Commission on Socio-Economic Development, and by including the ICWC
within the newly created organization.[ 3]

The 1998 Agreement on the use of water and energy resources in the Syr Darya River
basin. Agreement addressed a rather specific and practically includes the most significant
issue: water and energy exchange among the Syr Darya basin. Four states linked by the
common water and energy relationship. The 1998 Agreement does not contain any general
principles of law. Its main focus is on the creation of a scheme of water and energy exchange
between upstream (Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan) and downstream (Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan) countries, which is based on the idea of harmonizing the regime of hydro-power
facilities and reservoirs of the Naryn-Syr Darya cascade so as to provide a sufficient amount
of water for irrigation.

The 1999 Agreement on the Status of the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea
(IFAS). Its Organizations provides a general legal platform for the existing regional
institutions - the Fund, the ICWC (with its subsidiary bodies) and the ICSD (with its
subsidiary). However, the Agreement, both in terms of its content and form, is not flawless.
Currently, there is an on-going regional debate aimed at significantly improving the 1999
Agreement.

In terms of international legal practice, a rather unusual but nonetheless important role in
the system of regional institutional acts is played by the decisions of the Heads of State on
establishing or modifying the institutional mechanisms and cooperation bodies. They include
for example the Decision on “Founding the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea” of
January 4, 1993 and the Decision on “Restructuring the International Fund for Saving the
Aral Sea” of February 28, 1997. The latter, while not being an international agreement either
in form or content, has in fact changed some provisions of the earlier agreements.

The 1998 Agreement on the use of water and energy resources in the Syr Darya river
basin. With respect to water resources the Convention stipulates provides for the development
of additional protocols on the following issues:[ 4]

— improving national frameworks for monitoring;

— establishing a regional system for monitoring water quality in transboundary
watercourses;

— identifying and prioritizing water pollutants;

— agreeing upon the schedule to reduce their discharges;

— undertaking joint action to ensure adequate supply of good quality drinking water;

— prevent and reduce transboundary pollution harmful for the downstream Parties;

— cooperating jointly in the sustainable use and protection of water resources.

Agreement between the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of
Tajikistan, and the Republic of Uzbekistan. Additionally produced a cascade of Naryn-Syrdarya
hydro electrical power associated with the water in the vegetation period and long-term
management of water in the Toktogul reservoir, over and above the needs of the Kyrgyz Republic to
the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Uzbekistan

The 2006 Framework Convention for the protection of the environment for sustainable
development in Central Asia. Relevant to regulating the utilization of transboundary water
resources. At present, the Convention is signed by only three countries: Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan, and is not yet in force. As a framework instrument the
Convention provides the legal basis for long-term cooperation between Central Asian states
on a wide range of issues: the water conservation, sustainable use of water resources
protection of air quality and biodiversity. The objectives of the Convention is to be achieved
through a combination of national measures, relevant regional projects and other bilateral and
multilateral schemes and mechanisms for cooperation.
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The 2006 Framework Convention for the protection of the environment for sustainable
development in Central Asia. The Parties are expected to adopt additional protocols that
would establish rules and procedures for developing general obligations in specific areas of
environmental activities.The Convention provides base for establishment of an independent
institutional mechanism - Conference of the Parties and a permanent Secretariat, headed by
the Executive Secretary, as well as other subsidiary bodies. It also provides the establishment
of a separate financial body in charge of the financial mechanism of the Convention,
including collection, management and disbursement of financial resources.

Almaty Declaration. Recognized that the management of water resources of
transboundary river resources should adopt the ecosystem approach and precede in a fair and
rational way, avoiding damage, reaffirmed previous commitments on full cooperation on the
international and inter-state levels.

Ashgabat Declaration. Central Asian countries pay continuous attention to the
improvement of the situation in the region, and to attract international organizations to
address water problems of the region. Together with international organizations and
foundations is the implementation of the regional project water resources and environmental
management in support of the global environment facility.[5]

— development of cooperative measures for the implementation of the regional strategy
and concrete actions on management of water resources in the region;

— use of water resources in the Aral Sea basin must be managed for the benefit of all;

— provide all possible assistance and support to the project under the auspices of the
World Bank and GEF project water resources and environmental management in the Aral Sea
basin.

Dushanbe Declaration. Integrated use and protection of water resources in the Aral Sea
basin is carried out taking into account the interests of all the countries of the region; the role
of the Executive Committee of IFAS on donor coordination and fundraising projects and
programs in the Aral Sea basin and the Interstate Commission for water coordination in the
management and regulation of the use of transboundary waters was strengthened; the system
of monitoring and information between countries on the condition of water resources was
improved.

Tashkent Declaration. The heads of State are convinced that concerted and coordinated
action in the area of rational and mutually beneficial use of water bodies, water resources and
water management facilities in Central Asia on the basis of the universally recognized
principles and norms of international law, will serve as a basis for the effective use of
available agricultural and energy potential of the States of the region for the benefit of the
peoples of the region.

Nukus Declaration. Regional authorities and specific plans of action were approved. This
has opened up new ways to attract international support, inter alia, on the program of the Aral
Sea. It is based on the plan aimed at sustainable development of the region. The scale and
complexity of the problems related to water resources, require an integrated and multisectoral
approach and the development of cooperation between the States of the region and the
international community. Organizations for coordination and cooperation are the World Bank,
UNDP and UNEP. Donors provide substantial support for the Aral Sea program, aimed at the
solution of problems and the causes of the Aral Sea crisis.[6]

— a reaffirmation of the commitment to full cooperation at the regional level

— an appeal to the international community, Governments of States and peoples all over
the world to help us in our joint efforts.

— establishment of a regional monitoring system, water resources;
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— agreed that the Central Asian States to recognize previously signed and valid
agreements, contracts and other legal acts regulating the relationship between them on water
resources in the basin of the Aral Sea and take them to a steady performance.

— statement of its full support for international agreements, in particular, the
Declarations on sustainable development (Rio de Janeiro, 1992), the World Charter for
nature, the international conventions to combat desertification, global climate change,
conservation of biological diversity and the protection of transboundary waters.

— creation of the International Convention on the Aral Sea basin sustainable
development. Joint water management and harmonization of environmental standards and
related laws should be the priority.

— appeal to UN agencies, particularly UNDP, to assist in the drafting of such a
Convention.

Joint statement by the heads of State of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic,
Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan 8-9 April 1999 year
Ashgabat:

— agreement, that the development of water resources should adopt the ecosystem
approach and proceed in a reasonable manner without causing mutual harm, taking into
account the interests of all parties and respect for the principles of good-neighborliness and
mutual advantage, to raise the level of development of agricultural production, the tasks of the
UN strategy on food 21-st century.

— mobilization of resources for joint activities on the protection of air, water, land, flora
and fauna;

— funding for joint research projects and development for the management of
transboundary inland waters.[7]

Joint statement by the heads of States-founders of IFAS. April 28, 2009, Almaty - parties
reaffirm their interest in developing a mutually acceptable mechanism for integrated water
resources management, taking into account the interests of all States in the region.

Protocol amending the agreement between Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Tajikistan, and the Republic of Uzbekistan. Republic of
Tajikistan every year provides the Kayrakkum reservoir and dams on the regime, and the
Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Uzbekistan provides in equal parts electricity
supplies to the Republic of Tajikistan during accumulation of water in the reservoir with
follow returning a consistent energy level equivalent in summer.

Analyzing existing bilateral and multilateral agreements and “soft law” documents, we
could see that Central Asian states have taken all the measures to create strong legal
framework for cooperation in water sphere. Some of them provided basis for creating joint
bodies. But, with that, taking in mind current situation, we can conclude that not all of the
agreements are working properly.

Institutional mechanisms and bodies of water cooperation in Central Asia. An
important role in regional water resources regulation should play the "Framework Convention
on the protection of the environment for sustainable development in Central Asia" 20086,
which describes the principles and the situation regarding the management of water resources.
To date, the Convention has been signed only by the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan and
Turkmenistan.

The special role of regional and sub-regional instruments played by institutional acts that
create the legal framework and legal status and competence of the joint bodies of Central
Asian countries in water management have resulted in the agreement described in previous
chapter. The below-mentioned organizations were established in Central Asia with the
character of joint bodies.
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International Fund for saving the Aral Sea (IFAS). IFAS was established in accordance
with the decision of the heads of Central Asian States dated January 4, 1993 year in Tashkent.
The main objective of the Fund is financing and crediting of joint actions and projects for the
Aral Sea saving, ecological rehabilitation of the Aral Sea basin in general and its surrounding
areas, taking into account the interests of all States in the region.

At the moment, IFAS is considered to be the most powerful institutional mechanism in
the water management system of Central Asia, which involves all five countries to decision-
making process and provides platform for cooperation.[?]

The founders included (Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan) and on an equal basis can be other countries,
supporting and participating in the financing of projects and programs. Participants of the
Fund may be international organizations and other legal entities and natural persons.

The Fund is financed by contributions from the States of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, Republic of Uzbekistan at a rate of 0.3%, Kyrgyz Republic and Republic of
Tajikistan in the amount of 0.1% of the budget revenues, by: contributions of enterprises,
international and individual organizations, businesses and individuals.

Law of IFAS:

— establish branches and representatives;

— carry out credit and other operations to acquire the shares, bonds and other securities;

— investing in environmental programs and projects.

— enter into contracts in its own name, open the account.[9]

COUNSEL

[ CENTRAL ASTAN STATES PRESIDENT J

PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL FUND
FOR SAVING THE ARAL SEA
REVISING COUNSEL OF THE INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR SAVING THE
COUNSIL ARAL SEA
-
INTERSTATE INTERSTATE
COMMISSION FOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE COMMISSION FOR
WATER COOPERETION | OF THE INTERNATIONAL = SUSTAINABLE
\_ FUND FOR SAVING THE DEVELOPMENT
ARAT. SEA
SECRETARIAT  — b SECRETARIAT
|| EXECUTIVE MANANGER
FOR KYRGYZ REPUBLIC
8IC SCWC - L SIC ICSD
EXECUTIVE MANANGER
BWO SYR DARYA — N FOR KAZAKSTAN KYZYLORDA
BWO AMU DARYA | | — BRANCH IN TURKMENISTAN
L BRANCH IN TAJTKISTAN
COORDINETIONAL
CENTERFOR -
METROLOGY L RASB AGENCY IN USBEKISTAN  — NUKUS BRANCH

Figure 1 — Organizational structure of the International Fund for saving the Aral Sea
Source: http://www.waterunites-ca.org (last visit 11.12.15)
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The main areas of activity of the Fund:[10]

— financing and crediting of joint international environmental, scientific and practical
programs and projects aimed at saving the Aral Sea and the improvement of the ecological
situation in the areas affected by the impact of the Aral disaster as well as general socio-
environmental problems of the region;

— joint financing of fundamental and applied research, scientific and technical
developments for the restoration of the ecological balance, sustainable use of natural
resources and environmental protection;

— establish and operate the Interstate environmental monitoring system, database, and
other systems on the State of the environment in the Aral Sea basin;

— mobilize resources for joint activities on the protection of air, water and land
resources. flora and fauna;

— funding for joint research projects and development on transboundary inland waters;

— participate in international programmes and projects to save the Aral Sea and the
environmental rehabilitation of the Aral Sea basin.

Interstate Coordination Water Commission (ICWC). ICWC in the structure of IFAS is a
joint body, established for joint management of shared waters of Amu Darya and Syr Darya.
Aware of the difficult transition period the leaders of water management bodies of the Central
Asian countries adopted a declaration, which laid the basis for signing Agreement on
cooperation in joint management of use and protection of water resources international
sources to promote stability in water management. On the basis of this agreement was created
by the Interstate Commission for water coordination (ICWC).

ICWC is going to 3-4 times a year, alternately in the countries of the Aral Sea basin, in
urgent cases, gather for extraordinary meetings on specific basins.

In its practical activities of ICWC executive bodies with works in the following main
directions:[11].

— river basin management;

— conflict-free water allocation;

— organization of water conservation in transboundary watercourses;

— interaction with hydro meteorological services, forecast and inventory of runoff;

— the introduction of automation of buildings;

— continued work on the improvement of the activities of ICWC and bodies;

— preparing interstate agreements; International relations;

— scientific research;

— training activities.

For the implementation of its activities, the ICWC cooperates with international agencies
and donors, such as the World Bank (WB), European Union (EU), the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA), the Swiss Agency for development and Cooperation (SDC),
the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Government of Norway and Finland, UK Department
for international development (DFI), the United States Agency for international development
(USAID), Japan Water Forum, UNDP, FAO, the global water partnership (GWP), and others.

Scientific research center of Interstate Commission for water coordination (SIC ICWC).
SIC ICWC was established by ICWC decisions of 5th December 1992, on the basis of
Scientific Research Institute (SANIIRI), and was approved in 1996 as an independent body
with functions of planning, development, research and information support for the activities
of the ICWC. From April 1999 SIC ICWC is a part of IFAS and has status of international
organization.

SIC ICWC carries out its activities with a network of scientific and design organizations
of the five Central Asian countries and international organizations, has national branch in
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Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz and Tajikistan, which provides research and information exchange at the

national level.
IFAS SECRETARIAT
T | I
BWO BWO
AMUDARYA SYRDARYA
SCIENTIFIC- TRAINING CENTER COORDINATION
INFORMATION METROLOGICAL
CENTER ' CENTER
BRANCHES

Figure 2 — Organizational structure of ICWC/ Source: «ICWC 20 years».

The information is obtained in SIC, translated, processed, and distributed for information
support of water sector of Central Asia.
SIC ICWC consists of:[12]

directorate of the Division of regional water resources;
scientific organizational Department;

department of foreign relations;

editorial-Publishing Department;

the regional computer center;

division of continuing education;

division of design work.

The Interstate Commission on sustainable development (ICSD). ICSD was established in
accordance with article 2 of the agreement on joint action to address the problems of the Aral
Sea and Priaral, environmental rehabilitation and socio-economic development in the Aral
Sea region, signed by the heads of Central Asian States in Kzyl-Orda March 26, 1993.

The ICSD follows decisions by the Central Asian Heads of State, of the International
Fund for saving the Aral Sea (IFAS), the decisions of the United Nations Conference on
environment and development (Rio, 1992), as well as this Statute. The main purpose of the
ICSD is to coordinate and manage regional cooperation in the field of environment and
sustainable development in Central Asian countries.

The main objectives of the ICSD are: [13]

development of proposals for development of the Aral Sea basin;

introduction of non-traditional industries;

develop and implement activities to improve the environment of the Aral Sea region;
promotion of research on the improvement of the Aral Sea basin;

adoption of coordinated decisions, promote sustainable development of the region.

AII projects of region considered by ICSD and approved/endorsed. On the basis of the
approved projects, SDC is a strategy and plan for their integration in the regional action
program. To ensure regional coordination of projects to create and maintain database projects
of CA countries and donors.

267



International Scientific-Practical Conferance

THE INTERSTATE
COMMISSION ON
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC RESPONSIELE
COUNSIL OFFICTALS
SCIENTIFICINFORMATION
CENTER OF ICSD
) YOUTH
MOUNTAIN ENVIRONMENTAL

EEGIAL CENTER
EEGIONAL CENTER FOR CENTER

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Figure 3 — Structure of the Interstate Commission on sustainable development/ Source «ICWC 20 years»

Scientific-information center of ICSD. Scientific-information center of ICSD was
established in August 1995, when the Interstate Commission on sustainable development
(IACSD) of the International Fund for Saving Aral Sea (IFAS). In accordance with the
approved programme of work and SIC ICSD provides information, software, methodical and
consulting support of IACSD.

The main purpose of SIC - establishment of an integrated information system for decision
making at the regional and national levels and standardize the collection of socio-economic,
scientific-technical and ecological data on the sustainable development of the Aral Sea basin
countries.[14]

SIC is covering the following thematic blocks:

— organizational and institutional arrangements;

— carry out activities of ICSD;

— interaction with international environmental organizations;

— plans, reports, etc. documents on sustainable development of the region;

— communication with the public.

At first institutional mechanisms and bodies of water cooperation in Central Asia can be
considered as well-balanced and covering all the issues concerning water. But while analyzing
the organizational structure of joint institutional mechanisms in Central Asia we see that there
are many weaknesses on regional, basin and bilateral levels of governance [15]. The main
problems concern its organizational structure — not clear hierarchy system, misunderstanding
in interrelations, rotational functioning of executive bodies and others.

There is a complex of problems with institutional character in water governance in
Central Asia. The mechanism as a whole needs to be improved.

Conclusion. Central Asian countries, having the common historical background and
strongly dependent from each other, is developing wide range of instruments and mechanisms
for providing better bilateral and multilateral cooperation in all the spheres. Existing of
transboundary rivers with the significant importance gives rise to the need to create joint
mechanisms on managing shared waters.

All of the above-mentioned mechanisms for providing better bilateral and multilateral
cooperation are very wide and general, without going into details. It happens because each
case of joint management of water bodies by countries has its peculiarities and it is not
possible to create unique rules applicable to each situation.

Analysis of current legal frameworks for establishing bilateral and multilateral
mechanisms for cooperation in the region of Central Asia has shown the weaknesses of the
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system — existing bilateral and multilateral agreements seem to be not legally binding,
although they are, and documents with recommendatory character remains “just beautiful
words”.

Although it is possible to establish new joint bodies on water management in Central
Asia (as it was proclaimed by Framework Convention on the protection of the environment
for sustainable development in Central Asia, 2006), the system, regulating management of
transboundary waters in Central Asia should be reformed as a complex. Joint bodies are not a
panacea from all the problems, but they are the most important and efficient tool for better
and transparent cooperation between countries on the common water objects. The number of
agreements in Central Asia in comparison with the Agreements on establishment of Chu-
Talas Commission has shown that only by creating joint executive mechanism the agreement
provisions can be successfully implemented.

There is no doubt about the necessity to create joint bodies in Central Asia. All the
problems, which cannot yet be solved by signing new document, will probably be resolved in
the frames of the organization, involving all the riparian states and created by them.
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